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Tetracycline  Prices 

NEW  EClO  RATES  FROM  DECEMBER 

THE  Central  N.H.S.  (Chemist  Contractors)  Committee  has  agreed  with 
the  Ministry  of  Health  that  for  the  pricing  of  December  prescriptions 
onwards,  payment  for  capsules,  tablets  and  syrup  of  tetracycline  hydro- 
chloride ordered  by  generic  name  on  Form  EClO  will  be  based  upon 
the  price  charged  for  Tetrachel. 

Health-centre  Pharmacy 

COMMITTEE  TO  STUDY  NEED 

THE  need  for  the  services  of  a  phar- 
macist in  group  medical  practices  and 
health  centres  is  to  be  studied  by  a 
subcommittee  set  up  by  the  Standing 
Medical  Advisory  Committee  to  the 
Minister  of  Health.  The  sub-committee 
is  to  "review  the  working  and  organi- 
sation of  group  practice  with  particular 
reference  to  health  centres  and  to  make 
recommendations""  and  it  will  e.xamine 
the  steps  required  to  assist  in  the  for- 
mation, training  and  housing  of  the 
complex  of  services  which  provide  con- 
tinuing health  care  for  the  individual 
and  the  family  in  the  community. 
Among  the  subcommittee"s  members  is 
Mr.  H.  Steinman,  F.P.S.,  who  is  inclu- 
ded as  a  "lay"'  member.  The  subcom- 
mittee invites  evidence  in  writing  from 
persons  or  organisations.  It  should 
arrive  not  later  than  November  1  and 
be  addressed  to  the  secretary.  Sub- 
committee on  Group  Practice,  (Room 
B2()4)    Ministry  of   Health,  Alexander 


Fleming  House, 
London,  S.E.I. 


Elephant  and  Castle, 


The  agreement  between  the  parties 
is  in  line  with  the  rule  that  the  pric- 
ing of  preparations  ordered  by  B.N.F. 
or  generic  name  on  Forms  EClO,  but 
available  only  as  proprietary  products, 
will  be  on  the  basis  of  the  lowest  priced 
brand  generally  available. 

Nielsen  Drug  Index 

"GLOOMY"  FORECASTS  NOT  JUSTIFIED 

AN  increase  of  10  per  cent,  in  the 
average  weekly  turnover  obtained  by 
retail  chemists  during  May-June  is  re- 
ported by  the  Nielsen  Drug  Index 
which  states  that  the  total  was 
£8,172,000.  National  Health  Service  re- 
ceipts also  continued  to  increase  and 
it  was  estimated  that  they  were  12  per 
cent,  higher  than  those  of  the  previous 
year.  The  increase  in  cash  sales  was  of 
the  order  of  about  9  per  cent,  and  the 
Nielsen  Index  points  out  that  there 
appears  to  be  a  trend  for  medium  inde- 
pendent pharmacists  to  gain  to  some 
extent  at  the  expense  of  small  indepen- 
dents. The  report  adds  "notwithstan- 
ding the  many  gloomy  forecasts  of  the 
future  of  the  retail  side  of  pharmacy, 
there  is  currently  no  indication  of  any 
loss  in  the  chemists"  share  of  retail 
expenditure."  The  average  weekly  cash 
sales  in  retail  pharmacies  were:  — 
Multiples,  £535;  large  independents, 
£584;  medium  independents,  £316;  small 
independents,  £140.  It  was  estimated 
that  the  multiple  pharmacies  obtained 
39  2  per  cent,  of  the  total  turnover 
during  the  period  whilst  the  large, 
medium  and  small  independents  ob- 
tained 12-3,  21-6  and  27-0  per  cent, 
respectively.  The  average  weekly  N.H.S. 
payments  per  shop  were: —  Large  in- 
dependents, £411;  multiple,  £281; 
medium  independents,  £250;  small  in- 
dependents, £162.  During  May  inde- 
pendent pharmacies  dispensed  68'6  per 
cent,  of  the  N.H.S.  prescriptions  (an 
average  of  1,712  per  shop  per  month), 
whilst  the  multiple  pharmacies  dispensed 
31 '4  per  cent,  (an  average  of  2,238  per 
shop  per  month).  N.H.S.  payments 
amounted  to  32-4  per  cent,  of  the  total 
turnover  in  multiple  pharmacies  and 
44-7  per  cent,  in  independents. 


Methedrine  Injection 

RETAIL    SUPPLY  PROSCRIBED 

THE  Ministry  of  Health  issued  the  fol- 
lowing statement  on  October  2: — "As 
a  measure  to  counteract  the  misuse  by 
addicts  of  injectable  methylampheta- 
mine  (known  as  Methedrine)  the  medi- 
cal profession,  the  pharmaceutical 
manufacturers  and  the  Health  Depart- 
ments have  agreed  that  supplies  of  this 
drug  should  be  restricted  at  once  to 
hospitals  only,  initially  for  a  period 
of  one  year.  This  follows  advice  given 
to  the  Government  by  the  Advisory 
Committee  on  Drug  Dependence. 
General  medical  and  dental  practi- 
tioners who  need  the  drug  for  medical 
uses,  e.g.  in  some  cases  after  anaes- 
thetic, will  be  able  to  obtain  it  from 
hospitals;  details  have  yet  to  be  worked 
out  in  consultation  with  representatives 
of  the  professions.  The  Government 
welcomes  the  cooperation  of  the  medi- 
cal profession  and  the  manufacturers 
in  working  out  these  arrangements  on 
a  voluntary  basis.  The  Advisory  Com- 
mittee on  Drug  Dependence  is  continu- 
ing to  study  other  aspects  of  the  prob- 
lem of  misuse  of  this  and  other  drugs."' 
Burroughs  Wellcome  &  Co.,  183 
Euston  Road,  London,  N.W.I,  have  in- 
dicated that  they  will  accept  for  credit 
any  stocks  of  .Methedrine  injection  not 
destined  for  supply  to  hospitals. 


TOURNAMENT  "COMES  OF  AGE":  For  the  twenty-first  time,  members  of  Manchester  Pharma- 
ceutical Coifing  Society  played  for  the  Hough  Hoseason  trophy  at  Stockport  Golf  Club  recently. 
The  winner  (Mr.  T.  Williams,  centre  left)  is  seen  receiving  the  trophy  from  Mr.  C.  Harri,s 
(managing  director.  Hough  Hoseason,  Ltd.)  with  Mr.  J.  Roylance  (Society  captain,  left)  and  Mr. 
I.  Mcintosh  (organiser,  right)  looking  on  (see  p.  323). 
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Public  Pharmacists 

GUILD  HAS  RECORD  MEMBERSHIP 

MEMBERSHIP  of  the  Guild  of 
Public  Pharmacists  has  reached  a  re- 
cord total  of  1,302.  reported  the  regis- 
trar at  a  meeting  of  the  council  on 
September  21.  It  was  announced  that 
a  conference  on  "Drugs  in  Psychiatric 
Hospitals"  would  be  held  at  the  Hos- 
pital Centre,  King  Edward's  Hospital 
Fund  for  London,  24  Nutford  Place, 
London,  W.l,  on  November  13.  The 
Green  Paper  on  the  Administrative 
Structure  of  Medical  and  Related  Ser- 
vices was  discussed.  Proposals  for  sub- 
mission to  the  Minister  were  agreed 
upon  but  have  still  to  be  finalised.  The 
Guild's  submission  to  the  Noel  Hall 
Committee  was  considered  again  and 
referred  to  the  salaries  committee  for 
completion  and  presentation.  Arrange- 
ments for  the  week-end  school,  New- 
castle upon  Tyne,  April  11,  1969,  were 
announced. 

Banks'  Saturday  Closing 

ALLIANCE  SEEKS  TALKS 

THE  Retail  Alliance  [of  which  the 
National  Pharmaceutical  Union  is  a 
member]  is  seeking  talks  with  the  Com- 
mittee of  London  Clearing  Bankers  to 
discuss  problems  that  Saturday  closing 
of  banks  will  create  for  shopkeepers. 
The  Alliance  states  that  shopkeepers 
view  with  deep  concern  the  withdrawal 
of  bank  services  on  Saturday  mornings. 
Problems  will  include  for  example 
change,  cash  and  cheque  handling  and 
security.  The  availability  of  adequate 
night  safe  facilities  (especially  import- 
ant in  the  many  busy  Saturday  shop- 
ping areas)  will  need  to  be  examined. 
It  is  hoped  to  find  out  what  the  banks 


have  in  mind  in  altering  their  busi- 
ness hours  on  weekdays,  which  will 
need  to  be  looked  at  in  relation  to  late 
night  shopping  facilities  commonly 
available  on  Thursdays  and  Fridays. 

Chemists'  Retail  Sales 

BOARD  OF  TRADE  STATISTICS 

THE  index  of  retail  sales  by  chemists 
and  photographic  goods  dealers  in 
July  was  115  (average  monthly  sales  in 
1966 — 100),  an  increase  of  6  per  cent, 
over  the  same  period  a  year  earlier. 
Figures  recently  issued  by  the  Board  of 
Trade  also  reveal  the  following  indices 
for  the  month: — 

Independent  retailers  113  ( -)- 2  per  cent.) 
Multiple  retailers  1 19  (  +  9  per  cent.) 

Co-operative  societies  104  (  +  5  per  cent.) 
The  figures  do  not  allow  for  receipts 
under  the  National  Health  Service. 

Role  of  Small  Firms 

IMPORTANCE  TO  THE  ECONOMY 

THE  vital  role  played  by  the  small 
firms  in  the  British  economy  is  high- 
lighted in  a  28-page  report  "Britain's 
Small  Firms."  compiled  by  the  Con- 
federation of  British  Industry,  21 
Tothill  Street,  London.  S.W.I.  The 
report  says  so  much  is  said  about  the 
importance  of  large  firms  that  one 
might  be  excused  for  assuming  the 
small  firms  can  and  should  be  ignored 
as  being  of  negligible  importance  and 
recent  legislation  certainly  seems  to  be 
directed  against  them.  But  "if  they 
were  to  close  down  tomorrow  2y 
million  workers  would  lose  their  jobs, 
over  £6,000  million  of  industrial  out- 
put would  vanish  and  most  of  the 
larger  firms  would  grind  quickly  and 
painfully  to  a  halt,"  the  report  adds. 


SCOTTISH  NEWS 
Rural  Pharmacies 

SPECIAL  ALLOWANCE  REGISTER 

A  REGISTER  of  pharmacies  in  Scot- 
land qualifying  for  the  rural  practice 
allowance  is  being  compiled  by  the 
Pharmaceutical  General  Council  (Scot- 
land). A  form  sent  to  all  Scottish  con- 
tractors invites  applications  for 
inclusion  from  those  who  believe  that 
their  pharmacy  falls  within  the  agreed 
definition  of  an  "essential  rural  phar- 
macy":—  Any  pharmacy  (a)  at  which 
not  more  than  900  National  Health 
Service  prescriptions  a  month  (10,800 
per  anuum)  are  dispensed  and  (b)  which 
is  in  an  area  not  less  than  3  miles  'as 
the  crow  flies'  from  the  nearest  phar- 
macy. Pharmacies  that  do  not  meet  one 
or  other  of  the  criteria  may  be  consi- 
dered for  inclusion  if  there  are  "special 
circumstances,"  in  which  case  advice 
will  be  sought,  where  necessary,  from 
the  local  Pharmaceutical  Committee. 
Following  the  award  of  the  Arbitration 
Tribunal  (see  C.  &  D.,  November  11, 
1967,  p.  442),  it  was  agreed  that  from 
December  I,  1967,  £7,000  per  annum 
should  be  set  aside  from  the  general 
remuneration  to  provide  the  special 
allowance.  The  register  of  pharmacies 
will  be  revised  annually  and  the  allow- 
ance will  vary  according  to  the  number 
of  pharmacies  qualifying. 

IRISH  BREVITIES 

New  President  of  the  Irish  Drug 
Association  is  Mr.  M.  Brophy,  who  was 
elected  at  a  meeting  of  the  Association 
in  Dublin  on  September  19.  Elected 
Vice-president  was  Mr.  A.  Herriott, 
Bandon,  co.  Cork;  Mr.  D.  McHugh 
remains  Treasurer. 


Family  Expenditure  in  1967 

MORE  FOR  MEDICINES,  TOILETRIES,  PHOTOGRAPHICS 


AVERAGE  weekly  household  expen- 
diture on  medicines  and  surgical  goods 
rose  from  207s.  in  1966  to  216s.  in 
1967,  according  to  the  Department  of 
Employment  and  Productivity's  "Fam- 
ily Expenditure  Survey  report  for 
1967"  (H.M.  Stationery  Office,  price 
£1  7s.  6d.).  In  the  same  period  there 
was  a  rise  in  expenditure  on  toilet  re- 
quisites and  cosmetics  from  4'47s.  to 
4-69s.,  and  on  photographic  goods,  etc., 
from  l-69s.  to  2' 16s.  The  figures  for 
medicines  are  in  contrast  to  the  slight 


fall  in  expenditure  recorded  between 
1965  and  1966— from  2' 10s.  to  207s.  a 
week. 

The  survey  is  based  on  records  of  in- 
come and  expenditure  provided  by 
7,386  households  (more  than  twice  the 
number  included  in  previous  surveys) 
and  the  findings  are  presented  in  tables 
showing  the  average  amount  spent  in  a 
week  by  each  household  on  commodi- 
ties and  services,  classified  according 
to  household  income,  income  and  com- 
position of  household,  administrative 


WEEKLY 

HOUSEHOLD 

EXPENDITURE 


Medicines  Toiletries, 
and 

surgical 
goods 
1 


cosmetics, 
etc. 


Optical 
and 

photogra- 
phic goods 
3 


Medical, 
dental  and 
nursing 
fees 
4 


area,  and,  to  the  occupation  of  the 
head  of  the  household.  Weekly  expen- 
diture, averaged  over  all  households, 
was  £23  6s.  6d.  £1  Os.  lid.  (47  per 
cent,  above  the  comparable  figure  for 
1966).  Average  weekly  household  in- 
come from  all  sources  was  £28  5s.  (3"6 
per  cent,  above  the  1966  figure). 

Some  statistical  information  drawn 
from  the  tables  is  given  below.  The 
group  headed  "Medicines  and  surgical 
goods"  also  includes  National  Health 
Service  payments  to  opticians  and  hos- 
pitals, and  the  other  medical  charges. 
"Medical,  dental  and  nursing  fees" 
covers  National  Health  Service  pay-! 
ments  to  dentists  and  all  private  fees. 


HOUSEHOLD  INCOME 

s. 

s. 

s. 

s. 

Under  £6 

38 

0 

97 

0 

42 

0 

22 

£6   but  under 

£8 

1 

32 

1 

34 

0 

29 

0 

23 

£8  „ 

£10 

1 

53 

2 

07 

0 

04 

0 

30 

£10  „ 

£15 

1 

36 

2 

32 

0 

41 

0 

33 

£15  „ 

£20 

1 

52 

3 

07 

1 

30 

0 

41 

£20  ,, 

£25 

2 

15 

3 

87 

0 

84 

0 

31 

£25  ,, 

£30 

2 

11 

4 

98 

1 

53 

1 

00 

£30  „ 

£35 

2 

30 

5 

53 

3 

24 

0 

59 

£35  „ 

£40 

2 

74 

6 

55 

2 

07 

0 

84 

£40  „  „ 

£50 

2 

57 

7 

06 

3 

28 

1 

81 

£50  ,, 

£60 

3 

94 

8 

32 

7 

48 

6 

71* 

£60  or  more 

3 

78 

10 

71 

9 

83 

10 

65* 

All  households 

2 

16 

4 

69 

2 

16 

1 

37 

Comparison  of  averages  (all  households)  for  three-year  periods 
12  3  4 

1962-  64  2-33  3-71  1  16  1  04 

1963-  65  2-26  3-97  1-29  1-25 

1964-  66  2- 17  4-21  1-42  119 

1965-  67  2- 11  4-47  1  77  1-21 


Expenditure  by  administrative  area  (all  households) 

Greater  London 
Provincial  conurbations 
Other  urban  areas 
Rural  areas 

*  high  sampling  error 


1 

2 

3 

4 

2-38 

5-63 

4  21 

3  78* 

2-31 

4-65 

1-82 

0-85 

207 

4-55 

2  02 

0-88 

206 

4-46 

1-58 

1  -44 
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NEWS  IN  BRIEF 

Comparative  costs  of  tricyclic  anti- 
depressants are  shown  in  circulars 
issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Health 
(E.C.L.  60/67,  Serial  No.  12/68)  and 
the  Scottish  Home  and  Health  Depart- 
ment (Memorandum  E.C.S.  (P)  27 A/ 
1968). 

A  SENTENCE  in  an  article  on 
Ponderax  (C.  &  D.,  September  21, 
p.  276)  was  incorrect  due  to  a  typo- 
graphical error.  It  should  have  read : 
"Earlier  animal  experiments  on  glucose 
metabolism  have  shown  that  the  effect 
of  Ponderax  differs  from  that  of  stimu- 
lant drugs." 

A  Northumberland  pharmacist,  Mr. 
Alan  Harrison,  escaped  injury  recently 
when  an  explosion  rocked  his  shop  in 
Stamfordham  Road,  Newburn.  Firemen 
were  called  to  put  out  a  small  fire, 
which  had  started  in  the  ceiling.  The 
blast  was  apparently  caused  by  a  com- 
bined gas  leak  and  electrical  fault. 

SPORT 

GOLF 

Edinburgh  Chimists'  Golf  Club. — Results 
of  an  outing  held  over  Liberton  course  on 
September  25  were:  W.  S.  Thomson  trophy, 
M.  Meehan  (15)  67;  Best  scratch  score,  A.  E. 
Graham,  75;  Section  no.  1,  J.  Ferguson  (9) 
70,  T.  W.  Strachan  (10)  70;  Section  no.  2,  J. 
H.  Scott  (16)  68. 

Manche.ster  Pharmaceutical  GoLUNti 
Society.  The  twenty-first  tournament  for  the 
Hough,  Hoseason  trophy  had  a  record  turnout 
of  forty-six  players  at  Stockport  Golf  Club 
recently.  The  trophy  was  re-claimed  by  Mr. 
T.  Williams  with  a  score  of  67.  He  became 
the  youngest  holder  when  he  won  the  trophy 
twenty  years  ago  at  the  age  of  seventeen.  Mr. 
C.  Harris  (managing  director,  Hough,  Hoseason 
&  Co.  Ltd.)  presented  the  prizes  after  a 
"birthday"  dinner.  Prize  winners  were:  T. 
Williams  (3)  67  (trophy  and  golf  putter);  2, 
R.  Jackson  (18)  73  (picnic  rug).  Best  .score  by 
a  visitor,  1,  R.  Delaney  (6)  70  (golf  putter); 
2,  J.  K.  Mills,  (22)  71  (golfing  jacket).  Best 
score  over  nine  holes,  R.  Evans,  (2)  34  (car 
cleaning  outfit).  Second  nine  holes,  W.  Danks, 
(5)  31  (dinner  for  two  at  a  Lakeland  hotel). 
As  a  conclusion  to  the  event,  an  18-lb.  birth- 
day cake,  made  as  a  table  centre-piece  by 
students  at  a  Liverpool  catering  college,  was 
handed  over  to  the  patients  and  staff  at 
St.  Mary's  Maternity  Hospital.  Manchester. 
The  matron  (Miss  M.  Davies)  accepted  the 
cake  on  behalf  of  the  hospital. 

BOWLS 

ScoTTLSH  Chemists'  Bowling  Association. 
Final  game  for  the  season  was  held  on  the 
greens  of  the  Camelon  Club,  Falkirk,  on 
September  18.  Winners  of  the  pairs  compe- 
tition for  the  Gibbs  Trophy  and  Tankards 
were  T.  McNaull  and  K.  Patrick,  with  J. 
MacCowan  and  R.  Mathieson,  runners-up.  After 
a  tie  between  the  two  pairs  an  e.xtra  head  re- 
quired to  be  played,  and  after  the  sixteen  bowls 
had  been  delivered,  only  one  shot  separated  the 
winners  from  the  runners-up  (who  received  sets 
of  crystal  whisky  tumblers  donated  by  Mr,  J, 
B,  Fowler  (Raimes,  Clark  &  Co.,  Ltd.)),  Mr. 
J.  Hamilton  (area  manager,  Gibbs  Proprietaries, 
Ltd.)  presented  the  trophy  and  prizes.  Results 
of  other  season's  games  were: —  Rink  Cham- 
pionship for  the  Ayrton  Trophy  and  Miniature 
cups  won  by  Skip  A.  Fulton,  R.  Mathieson, 
A.  Shaw,  W.  Graham,  eight  shots  up.  Single- 
handed  championship  for  Travellers  Trophy  won 
by  J.  Menzies  who  beat  R.  Mathieson  in  the 
final  by  two  shots. 

LOCAL  OFFICERS 

PHARMACEUTICAL  SOCIETY  BRANCHES 

Bournemouth  Secretary,    J.    K.    B.  Callow, 

100  The  Grove.  Moordown.  Bournemouth. 
Hants  (telephone:  Bournemouth  56217)  (change 
of  addicss). 


TOPICAL  REFLECTIONS 

By  Xrayser 

Action 

Mr.  M.  J.  Farr,  of  Cleadon,  shoultJ  now  be  a  man  of  great  content.  He 
has,  with  great  persistence,  sought  to  prise  open  the  clam  which  held  the 
unrevealed  secrets  of  the  Chemists'  Action  Group,  and  now  his  persever- 
ance has  been  rewarded.  His  cri  de  coeur  over  many  weeks  has  been 
"What  action  did  the  Chemists'  Action  Group  propose  as  opposed  to  that 
already  taken  by  the  Central  Chemists'  Contractors  Committee?"  And 
now,  on  the  same  page  as  he  repeated  his  anguished  question,  he  has 
his  answer.  Action  has  already  been  taken.  A  copy  of  the  group's  pro- 
posals for  a  new  contract  with  the  Ministry  of  Health  has  been  sent  to 
the  Contractors'  Committee  "and  it  is  hoped  that  the  efforts  of  the  Group 
will  assist  them  in  making  a  realistic  approach  to  the  Ministry  of  Health." 
The  proposals  for  the  new  contract  include  a  basic  salary  of  £4,250  for  a 
forty-hour  week  compared  with  the  present  £2,200  for  a  basic  week  of 
forty-nine  hours.  Rota  fees  should  be  £5  5s.  per  hour,  and  any  call  which 
necessitates  the  opening  of  the  pharmacy  out  of  normal  hours  should 
attract  a  fee  of  two  guineas  a  form.  Your  report  does  not  make  clear  the 
destination  of  the  original  document  (p.  308).  It  states  simply  that  "a 
copy"  has  been  sent  to  the  Contractors  Committee.  Are  we  to  assume 
that  the  original  has  been  transmitted  to  the  Ministry?  And  that  the  Mini- 
stry has  already  sent  for  the  Contractors  Commitee  to  indicate  its  accept- 
ance of  the  proposals?  If  so,  Mr.  J.  M.  Farr  is  going  to  look  foolish 
indeed.  But  what  if  the  Ministry  indicates  a  mild  reluctance  to  accede  to 
the  proposals?  What  will  Mr.  Farr  do  then?  And  what  action  will  the 
Group  take?  I  imagine  that  the  proposals  have  been  formulated  after  an 
expert  examination  of  all  the  factors  involved,  for  it  is  just  possible  that 
the  Ministry  might  ask  how  the  figures  have  been  arrived  at.  fn  a  fairly 
long  experience  in  such  matters  I  have  found  that  mere  assertion  is  not 
the  highest  card  in  the  pack.  There  is,  as  yet,  no  hint  of  a  policy.  Is  it 
one  of  "stand  and  deliver?"  I  am  all  in  favour  of  a  realistic  approach. 
But  I  suspect  that  Mr.  Farr,  like  myself  and  probably  many  others,  will 
not — even  if  they  could — hand  over  the  reins  to  "The  Group." 

Runcorn 

I  note  from  a  paragraph  on  p.  299  that  Mr.  M.  J.  G.  Tompkins  has 
been  successful  in  his  application  for  the  tenancy  of  the  new  pharmacy  at 
Runcorn.  It  will  be  recalled  that  the  conditions  offered  are  on  strictly 
professional  lines,  in  that  the  service  to  be  provided  is  confined  to  dispens- 
ing and  the  sale  of  health  and  hygiene  goods.  The  pharmacy  will  be 
attached  to,  and  work  in  conjunction  with,  a  medical  practice  serving 
a  fairly  large  population.  The  experiment  will  be  watched  with  great 
interest,  for  it  seems  to  offer  an  opportunity  for  professional  satisfaction 
and  ultimate  adequate  reward  in  a  field  which  is  closely  related  to  the 
pharmacist's  training  and  qualification.  Success  might  point  the  way  to 
other  large  developments  in  different  parts  of  the  country  and  there  is  no 
knowing  the  ultimate  effect  on  the  direction  pharmacy  may  take  in  the 
future.  The  age,  qualification  and  experience  of  Mr.  Tompkins  seem  to  be 
about  right,  and  all  who  want  to  see  the  potential  service  of  the  pharmacist 
fully  realised  will  wish  him  well  in  his  pioneer  adventure. 

Resale  price  maintenance 

I  understand,  from  acquaintances  in  small  private  businesses,  that  the 
abolition  of  resale  price  maintenance  on  cigarettes  has  already  led  to  a 
catastrophic  drop  in  sales,  and  that  hitherto  regular  customers  are  now 
transferring  their  custom  to  the  large  multiples  and  supermarkets.  As 
might  be  expected,  the  chain  stores  are  confining  their  stocks  to  the  popu- 
lar brands,  just  as,  in  pharmaceutical  goods,  only  the  popular 
proprietary  medicines  are  offered  for  sale,  leaving  the  pharmacist  to 
supply  the  rarely  requested  article.  Since  philanthropy  is  not  the  most 
obvious  trait  of  the  stores,  it  seems  that  price-cutting  in  any  one  direction 
must  be  compensated  for  in  another.  There  is  now  before  us  the  result 
of  our  being  set  free,  and  we  shall  all  live  to  regret  it. 
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A  NEW  BODY  FOR  RURAL  PHARMACISTS? 

Exploratory  committee  set  up 

and  with  no  testing  scheme,  for  "many 
thousands"  of  rural  patients. 

Structure  of  the  Council  and  the 
National  Pharmaceutical  Union  Exe- 
cutive left  much  to  be  desired  in  the 


A  COMMITTEE  of  five  persons  to 
meet  representatives  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  to  discuss  the  forma- 
tion of  a  rural  pharmacists"  associa- 
tion was  appointed  at  a  meeting  in 
London  on  September  29,  The  meeting, 
under  the  chairmanship  of  Mr.  A.  G. 
M.  Madge  (a  member  of  the  Council 
and  Editor,  Rural  Pharmacists  News) 
was  attended  by  pharmacists  from  both 
town  and  country.  Mr.  Madge  wel- 
comed those  present  especially  Mr. 
J.  P.  Bannerman  (a  member  of  Coun- 
cil) and  introduced  the  first  speaker 
Mr.  M.  Millward  who  was  repre- 
senting the  Chemists"  Action  Group. 

Speaking  of  the  Green  Paper  on  the 
Administration  of  the  National  Health 
Service  and  its  possible  effects  on  the 
profession  Mr.  Millward  said  it  should 
never  be  lost  sight  of  that  the  National 
Health  Service  was  a  political  system, 
headed  by  a  politician  answerable  to 
Parliament  and  "advised  by  White- 
hall." Proposals  in  the  Green  Paper 
represented  the  greatest  threat  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  had  yet  faced. 

Greater  Degree  of  Control 

The  proposal  to  set  up  a  single 
authority  replacing  the  present  multi- 
plicity of  bodies  in  each  area  would 
introduce  a  much  greater  degree  of 
centralised  control  and  retail  and  hos- 
pital pharmacy  would  come  under  a 
single  control  in  relation  to  the  health 
service.  The  Health  Services  and  Pub- 
lic Health  Act  1968  had  given  the 
Minister  of  Health  wide  powers  to 
supply  contractors  with  goods  and 
materials,  to  make  services  that  were 
part  of  the  hospital  service  available 
outside  that  service,  to  sell  or  give 
away  goods  and  to  produce  a  surplus 
amount  of  them  for  that  purpose.  An 
extra  clause,  inserted  on  the  Report 
Stage,  extended  the  definition  of  a 
crown  service  for  the  purposes  of  the 
Patent  Act  to  include  drugs  and  medi- 
cines used  in  providing  general  medi- 
cal, dental  and  pharmaceutical  ser- 
vices. It  might  be  that  pharmacy  should 
become  completely  a  salaried  service 
but  it  should  choose  to  do  so  only 
with  all  the  implications  discussed  by 
the  whole  membership.  There  was  an 
alternative  that  would  retain  the  status 
of  pharmacy  as  a  self-governing  pro- 
fession and  pharmacists  had  till  the 
end  of  November  to  make  their  feel- 
ings known  to  the  Minister. 

Second  speaker,  Mr.  F.  Battersby, 
Haddenham,  said  the  Council  seemed 
to  give  little  priority  to  the  rural  prob- 
lem. Town  pharmacists  had  not  been 
very  helpful  or  understanding  but  they 
were  now  seeing  danger  in  the  growing 
grouping  of  doctors'  practices  and  the 
setting  up  of  health  centres.  The  action 
of  many  rural  doctors  in  seizing  dis- 
pensing that  had  been  enjoyed  by 
rural  pharmacists  was  a  flagrant  breach 
of  professional  etiquette.  The  Society 
should  follow  up  the  idea  of  the  presi- 
dent to  inform  and  mould  public 
opinion  on  the  requirements  for  a  good 
dispensing  service.  Some  group  prac- 
tices in  larger  rural  towns  were  dis- 
pen.sing,  without  qualified  supervision 


type  of  person  representing  retail  phar- 
macy. Difficulty  of  obtaining  locums 
prevented  most  rural  pharmacists  put- 
ting up  for  Council.  Perhaps  a  town 
service  could  be  organised  for  Council 
members  experiencing  such  difficulties. 

Pharmacists  should  be  prepared  to 
organise  and  get  approval  for  an  effi- 
cient  collection   and   delivery  service. 


even  for  patients  living  up  to  twenty 
miles  away  if  need  be. 

Finally  a  rural  pharmacists'  associa- 
tion was  needed  that  would  act  re- 
sponsibly and  loyally  to  the  Society 
and  a  strong  membership  so  that  it  must 
of  necessity  be  listened  to. 

After  discussion  it  was  decided  not 
to  form  an  independent  association  but 
to  try  and  get  a  rural  pharmacists' 
group  formed  under  the  auspices  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  and  the 
following  exploratory  committee  was 
set  up:  Messrs.  A.  G.  M.  Madge, 
Plymouth;  F.  Battersby.  Haddenham, 
Ely;  R.  D.  Jones,  Ashby  de  la  Zouche; 
K.  W.  Yowings,  Castle  Cary;  and 
R.  C.  Timson,  Kirton. 


BENEFITS  OF  GOOD  TRAINING 

Seminar  discusses  role  of  Distributive  Industry  Board 


"THE  rationale  of  the  Industrial  Train- 
ing Act  is  that  good  training  is  good 
business,"  said  Mr.  L.  B.  Curzon 
(principal.  College  for  the  Distributive 
Trades)  at  a  seminar  in  London  on 
September  25.  Organised  by  John 
Tyzack  &  Partners  (Training).  Ltd.,  the 
seminar  had  the  theme  "Distributive 
Industry  Training  Board — Obtaining  the 
maximum  benefits.""  Mr.  Curzon  (who 
is  a  member  of  the  Board)  said  that 
the  Board's  formation  gave  a  once- 
for-all  opportunity  for  the  industry  to 
refashion  the  image  it  presented,  par- 
ticularly to  the  school-leaver.  "The  art 
of  selling  and  management  can  be 
analysed,  taught  and  learned,"  he  said. 
"Training  and  the  associated  educa- 
tion is  therefore  no  longer  a  matter  for 
the  concern  only  of  a  few  enlightened 
pioneers,  it  is  now  a  matter  for  the 
distributive  industry  as  a  whole." 

No  "Opting  Out" 

Mr.  Curzon  had  begun  by  outlining 
what  he  saw  as  the  implications  for 
the  distributive  industry  of  the  wording 
of  the  Act.  He  warned  that  there  could 
be  no  "opting  out,"'  though  some  people 
might  be  exempted  by  the  Levy  Orders 
made  under  the  Act.  It  was  also  pos- 
sible that  there  could  be  different  levies 
for  the  various  sections  of  the  industry 
or  for  different  classes  of  employer. 
A  "breakthrough"  in  the  Act  was  that 
boards  could  carry  out  or  support 
research  into  training  for  employment 
in  their  industry.  However,  the  first 
university  chair  in  retailing  research 
was  still  awaited.  In  answer  to  quest- 
ions. Mr.  Curzon  said  that  shop  man- 
agers who  were  to  become  trainers 
need  not  necessarily  attend  full-time 
courses  themselves.  There  were  other 
methods  by  which  they  might  learn, 
such  as  "programmed  learning." 

Mr.  H.  B.  Verity  (secretary.  Con- 
struction Industry  Training  Board)  out- 
lined the  experience  of  an  existing 
Board  in  running  a  levy  and  grant 
scheme.  The  levy  had,  he  said,  so  far 
varied  between  industries  from  prac- 
tically nothing  to  2i  per  cent,  of  pay- 
roll in  engineering,  with  a  majority 
between  i  and  U  per  cent.  On  grants, 
his  Board  had  decided  to  tell  employers 
in  advance  what  they  would  receive 
for  carrying  out  a  particular  piece  of 
training.  The  speaker  was  of  the 
opinion  that  100  per  cent,  of  training 
costs  should  be  paid  for  in  any  scheme 


since  if  only  a  part  was  aided  the  com- 
pany carrying  out  more  than  its  fair 
share  of  training  was  penalised.  The 
Construction  Board  had  originally  ex- 
pected to  need  a  staff  of  only  about 
sixty  but  it  would  soon  have  more  than 
1.000.  Two-thirds  of  that  number  were 
concerned  with  bringing  training  to  the 
industry,  providing  a  free  consultancy 
service.  [Mr.  G.  A.  Spencer  (chair- 
man, D.I.T.B.),  who  chaired  the 
session,  has  indicated  his  determina- 
tion to  have  training  advisers  "on  the 
job"  and  to  employ  directly  as  few  as 
possible  (see  C.  &  D.,  September  28, 
p.  302).] 

Problem  of  Recruitment 

Mr.  G.  W.  Smith  (director  of  per- 
sonnel, Bentalls,  Ltd.),  in  a  paper  on 
the  training  requirements  of  the  Act, 
said  that  the  problem  of  staff"  recruit- 
ment in  the  industry  could  not  be 
solved  until  the  status  was  improved. 
A  "professionalism"  about  distribution 
had  to  be  built  up — the  creation  of  a 
sense  of  service  without  being  servile. 
The  work  of  the  Board  would  be  first 
to  look  at  the  scope  of  activities  it 
covered  and  identify  the  areas  to  which 
attention  should  be  turned;  second  to 
survey  what  was  already  being  done  in 
the  way  of  training,  and  to  draw  the 
various  facilities  together.  In  the  pro- 
cess gaps  would  be  found  and  it  would 
be  the  job  of  the  Board  to  suggest 
how  they  might  be  filled  or  to  make  the 
necessary  arrangements.  During  quest- 
ioning, Mr.  Smith  stressed  the  need  to 
start  training  with  older  and  higher 
management  so  that  they  could  pass 
the  enthusiasm  for  training  down  the 
line.  The  session  chairman  (Mr.  A. 
Allen,  secretary.  Union  of  Shop,  Dis- 
tributive and  Allied  Workers)  added 
that  no  employer  today  could  expect 
cheap  labour  to  be  efficient  and  he 
argued  the  need  to  assure  "Tommy  and 
Mary"  that  if  they  were  to  be  trained 
in  the  interest  of  the  business,  there 
was  also  something  in  it  for  them. 
That  "something"'  must  be  a  career 
structure. 

The  final  three  speakers  described 
operation  of  existing  training  schemes 
in  a  group  of  shop  stores  (Mr.  N.  T. 
Griffin,  British  Home  Stores),  in  a 
group  of  shops  (Mr.  J.  K.  Barber, 
Dorothy  Perkins,  Ltd.),  and  in  super- 
markets (Mr.  J.  Pounds,  Spar- Vivo 
Partnership). 
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MINISTRY  MAKE  NEW  OFFER 

Chemist  Contractors'  Committee  report  to  local  representatives 


A  NATIONAL  average  of  a  10  per 
cent,  reduction  in  prescription  numbers 
was  the  background  against  which  the 
Central  N.H.S.  (Chemist  Contractors) 
Committee  considered,  on  September 
24,  the  latest  developments  in  its  claim 
for  increased  remuneration  for  provid- 
ing a  pharmaceutical  service.  With  Mr. 
G.  T.  M.  David  in  the  chair,  and  two 
consultants  from  Associated  Industrial 
Consultants,  the  Committee  considered 
the  latest  revised  ofler  from  the  Mini- 
stry of  Health.  The  offer  was  the  out- 
come of  the  meeting  with  the  Ministry 
on  August  24  at  which  the  Committee's 
representatives  had  expressed  their 
total  dissatisfaction  with  previous 
offers.  The  Committee's  particular  con- 
cern had  been  to  secure  a  realistic  level 
of  notional  salary  for  "working"  pro- 
prietors and  an  appropriate  rate  of 
return  on  capital  employed.  After 
lengthy  discussion,  it  was  decided  that 
the  Ministry  should  again  be  pressed 
to  narrow  the  gap  between  the  Com- 
mittee's claim  and  the  Government's 
offer.  It  was  agreed  that  the  terms  of 
the  latest  offer  should  be  placed  before 
the  conference  of  Pharmaceutical  Com- 
mittee representatives  in  London  on 
November  3  and  that  full  supporting 
data  be  prepared  immediately  for  in- 
clusion in  the  conference  agenda  for 
circulation  to  all  Pharmaceutical  Com- 
mittee members. 

Endorsement  Problem  "Worse" 

In  the  view  of  several  Committee 
members  the  problems  associated  with 
the  endorsing  of  prescriptions  were 
worse  now  than  they  had  been  at  the 
outset,  with  patients  seemingly  less 
ready  to  co-operate  in  making  the 
required  declarations.  The  Committee 
resolved  that  a  renewed  approach  be 
made  to  the  Ministry  for  adequate 
remuneration  for  continuing  to  operate 
the  interim  scheme,  and  that  such  in- 
creases as  could  be  agreed  be  extended 
to  cover  the  whole  of  the  time  during 
which  the  scheme  continued  in  its 
present  form.  It  was  noted  that  many 
of  the  Committee's  recommendations 
about  a  revised  layout  and  simplified 
wording  for  new  Forms  EC  10,  cur- 
rently undergoing  revision,  had  been 
accepted  by  the  Ministry.  It  was  ex- 
pected that  the  new  forms  would  come 
into  use  shortly.  It  was  agreed  that 
encouragement  should  be  given  to  any 
Pharmaceutical  Committee  wishing  to 
hold  local  meetings  of  contractors  prior 
to  the  November  Conference. 

Steps  being  taken  by  the  Ministry  for 
circularising  prescribers  about  exces- 
sive prescribing  were  noted  and  the 
hope  was  expressed  that  they  would 
have  a  salutary  effect. 

A  reply  to  the  Committee's  repre- 
sentations on  "urgent"  prescriptions  had 
been  received  from  the  Ministry  stating 
that  it  would  be  wrong  to  assume  that 
all  prescriptions  issued  by  doctors 
operating  the  deputising  services  v\ere 
necessarily  urgent.  The  Ministry  could 
accept  the  proposal  that  the  word 
'urgent"  should  be  incorporated  in  the 
rubber  stamp  issued  to  those  doctors 
but  was  prepared  to  write  to  clerks  of  industry. 


Executive  Councils  requesting  that  the 
doctors  concerned  be  reminded  of  the 
position  through  the  directors  of  the 
deputising  services.  A  draft  of  a  suit- 
able letter  addressed  was  considered. 

The  Committee  resolved  to  inform 
the  Ministry  that  it  could  not  agree  to 
the  proposal  that  Berk  Pharmaceuticals, 
Ltd.,  prices  should  be  used  for  pricing 
November  prescriptions  for  tablets,  cap- 
sules and  syrup  of  tetracyline  (see  p. 
321).  The  Committee  noted  that  dis- 
cussions were  continuing  between  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  and  the  British 
Medical  Association  on  the  wording  to 
be  included  in  the  new  British  National 
Formulary  regarding  name  labelling  of 
dispensed  medicines. 

Dosage  Spoons 

In  response  to  representations  from 
the  Committee  the  Ministry  had  writ- 
ten that  they  had  obtained  authorisa- 
tion for  the  continued  free  supply  of 
5-mil  spoons,  both  for  medicines 
already  formulated  to  the  5-mil  dose 
and  additionally  for  10-mil  formula- 
tions and  any  further  5-mil  formula- 
tions. "In  accepting  this,  we  must  of 
course,  ask  for  the  profession's  co- 
operation in  a  real  effort  to  avoid 
wasteful  issue  of  these  spoons  and  in 
this  connection  we  must  ask  it  to 
endeavour  to  ensure  that  the  spoons 
are  supplied  only  to  persons  who  do 
not  already  possess  one  of  the  British 
Standard  5-mil  spoons."  Discussions 
with  the  Ministry  on  appropriate  re- 
imbursement for  the  increased  rate  of 
supply  of  spoons  would  be  taking  place 
before  the  full  changeover  to  metric 
doses  in  1969. 

Provisions  of  the  draft  Statutory 
Instrument  giving  effect  to  regulations 
for  all  dealings  with  drugs  to  be  in  the 
metric  system  were  received.  The  effec- 
tive dates  would  be  March  3.  1969 
for  the  retail  dispensing  of  prescrip- 
tions. January  1,  1970  for  manufac- 
turers, April  1,  1970  for  wholesalers, 
and  for  any  other  dealing  with  drugs, 
January  1,  1971. 

After  discussion  the  "Green  Paper" 
on  the  Health  Service  it  was  agreed 
that  the  subject  be  further  discussed  at 
the  October  meeting.  It  was  also  agreed 
that  there  must  be  adequate  profes- 


sional representation  on  each  area 
board;  that  there  must  be  a  pharma- 
ceutical officer  on  each  board's  staff, 
and  that  it  was  essential  that  this  phar- 
macist should  be  a  pharmacist  with 
wide  experience  in  the  general  practice 
of  pharmacy;  that  there  must  be  proper 
representation  of  the  professional 
committees,  and  that  there  must  be 
pharmaceutical  representation  by  prac- 
tising pharmacists  on  all  area  boards 
and  appropriate  committees. 

It  was  noted  that  the  Standing 
Medical  Advisory  Committee  of  the 
Ministry  of  Health  had  set  up  a  sub- 
committee to  study  the  working  and 
organisation  of  group  practice  with 
particular  reference  to  health  centres. 
The  Committee  agreed  that  it  should 
submit  written  evidence. 

The  Committee  noted  that  one  of  the 
questions  listed  in  a  document  pre- 
pared by  the  Working  Party  on  the 
Hospital  Pharmaceutical  Service  (chair- 
man Sir  Noel  Hall)  was  worded — 
"What,  if  any,  place  should  there  be 
for  the  services  of  retail  chemists 
(whether  as  chemist  contractors  or  part- 
time  hospital  employees)  in  the  hospital 
pharmaceutical  service?"  It  was  agreed 
that  the  Committee  supported  the  view 
that  in  rural  or  semi-rural  areas  there 
might  be  a  part  for  the  pharmacist  who 
was  mainly  engaged  in  general  practice 
to  play,  for  example  at  a  cottage  hos- 
pital where  it  was  not  economically 
possible  to  provide  a  full-time  hospital 
pharmacist  staff.  In  such  circumstances 
a  local  chemist  contractor  could  attend 
the  cottage  hospital  for  a  limited  period 
each  day  or  for  a  limited  time  on  cer- 
tain days  of  the  week  to  carry  out 
pharmaceutical  work  and  to  provide 
pharmaceutical  advice.  Remuneration 
could  be  by  way  of  a  fee  and  the 
chemist  contractor  would  not  be  an 
employee  of  the  hospital. 

Present  during  the  meeting,  at  the  in- 
vitation of  the  chairman,  were  three 
visitors  from  the  Chemists'  Guild  of 
New  Zealand — Messrs.  G.  D.  Catch- 
pole  (Dominion  president).  K.  R.  Deas 
(Dominion  councillor)  and  L.  J. 
Mauger  (Dominion  secretary).  Mr. 
Catchpole.  replying  to  the  Committee's 
welcome  said  that  their  problems — and 
those  of  many  other  countries — were 
remarkably  similar.  More  and  better 
communication  between  the  various 
countries  was  therefore  of  primary 
importance. 


NATIONAL  RESEARCH  CORPORATION 

Earnings  top  £1  million  in  1967-68 


THE  National  Research  Development 
Corporation  earned  £1,176,070  from  its 
licence  agreements  in  the  year  ended 
March  31.  The  Corporation's  nineteenth 
annual  report  also  reveals  that  of  that 
sum  £790.500  was  in  dollar  earnings 
from  United  States  firms,  largely  for 
inventions  in  the  pharmaceutical  field. 
The  report  says  that  the  Corporation 
has  become  involved  with  increasing 
frequency  in  providing  financial  sup- 
port for  industry's  own  projects,  not 
only  through  support  for  initial 
development  of  new  inventions  and 
technology  and  arranging  for  manu- 
facture, but  also  for  the  innovation  of 
advanced    production    techniques  in 


By  the  end  of  March,  254  projects 
were  receiving  support,  and  another 
328  potential  projects  were  being 
studied.  The  number  of  new  projects 
was  102  of  which  forty-nine  were  joint 
ventures  with  industry.  Submissions 
from  private  individuals  this  year 
topped  the  1,0(M)  mark,  eleven  being 
judged  worthy  of  fuller  investigation. 
A  new  type  of  activity  embarked  upon 
during  the  year  was  the  underwriting 
of  performance  guarantees  for  newly 
developed  chemical  plant  to  be  in- 
stalled overseas. 

Among  the  new  projects  in  which  the 
Corporation  has  an  interest  is  an  in- 
vestigation into  an  anticoagulant 
material  isolated  from  natural  sources. 
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It  is  suggested  that  the  substance  could 
possibly  provide  a  useful  pharmaceuti- 
cal product.  Results  obtained  with  an 
anticoagulant,  arvin,  obtained  from 
snake  venom  "continue  to  be  encourag- 
ing." ""Somewhat  equivocal"  results 
have  been  obtained  in  the  investiga- 
tion of  a  new  method  of  de-sensitis- 
ing allergic  patients,  however.  Follow- 
ing observations  of  antibacterial 
activity  in  a  series  of  organo-metallic 
co-ordination  compounds,  a  number  of 
analogues  are  being  screened. 

Dr.  K.  R.  Fell  (School  of  Pharmacy, 
University  of  Bradford)  has  obtained 
evidence  for  the  presence  of  several 
biologically  active  substances  in  rasp- 
berry leaves  and  has  started  a  pro- 
gramme to  extract,  characterise  and 
evaluate  them.  A  new  method  of  ex- 
tracting and  purifying  heparin  from 
natural  sources  has  been  developed. 

Continued  work  on  a  project  to  for- 
mulate drugs  as  multiple  emulsions  in 
order  to  prolong  their  action  by  con- 
trolled release  in  the  body  has  reached 
a  stage  when  patent  protection  is 
being  sought  prior  to  approaching 
industry.  It  was  not  until  last  year  that 
the  main  parameters  controlling  the 
rate  of  release  of  drugs  from  multiple 
emulsions  were  fully  recognised,  but 
subsequent  animal  work  has  confirmed 
the  utility  of  the  method  for  obtain- 
ing prolonged  release  of  a  wide  range 
of  drugs.  Good  progress  is  stated  to 
have  been  made  with  the  synthesis  of 
seven  "interesting"  non-inflammable 
anaesthetics. 

By  blocking  certain  pathways  in  the 
micro-organism  that  produces  antibiotics 
of  the  tetracycline  series,  a  team  at 
University  College,  Swansea,  have  ob- 
tained further  evidence  of  the  way  in 
which  antibiotic  molecules  are  con- 
structed by  the  mould.  Using  similar 
reactions  in  the  laboratory,  attempts 
are  being  made  to  produce  hitherto  un- 
obtainable substances  that  might  have 
useful  antibiotic  properties. 

LEGAL  REPORTS 

No  Qualified  Supervision 

At  South  Bank,  Teesside,  magistrates 
on  September  27  imposed  fines  totalling 
£20  with  £26  5s.  costs  on  Mr  Walter 
Harry  Grove,  M.P.S.,  High  Street,  Red- 
car,  Yorks,  who  pleaded  guilty  to  two 
charges  of  unlawfully  selling  Codis 
and  Veganin  tablets  without  super- 
vision. Prosecuting  for  the  Pharmaceu- 
tical Society,  Mr.  St.  John  Howe  said 
any  pharmacist  with  more  than  one 
shop  must  have  a  pharmacist  in 
personal  control  of  both  premises. 
The  court  was  told  that  when  the 
Society's  inspector  called  at  one  of 
Grove's  two  shops  the  assistant,  not  a 
pharmacist,  refused  to  sell  a  com- 
modity containing  a  Part  1  poison  but 
sold  him  a  medicine.  But  where  the  sale 
of  drugs  was  carried  on  by  a  pharmacist 
on  registered  premises  there  must  be 
a  pharmacist  in  personal  control  and 
Mr.  Grove  was  not  there  at  the  time.  It 
was  stated  that  another  inspector  visited 
Mr.  Grove's  shop  in  the  High  Street 
buying  Codis  tablets  from  an  assistant, 
but  when  he  asked  to  speak  to  Grove 
he  was  informed  he  was  not  there.  It 
was  stated  Mr.  Grove  had  been  warned 
previously  concerning  the  consequences 


of  attempting  to  carry  on  two  businesses 
in  separate  premises  with  one  pharma- 
cist in  control.  For  the  defence  it  was 
said  the  cases  were  extremely  technical 
ones  and  the  requirements  were  difficult 
to  follow. 

COMPANY  NEWS 

Previous  5'ear*s  figures  in  parenthe<ies 

CRODA  PREMIER,  LTD.— Interim 
dividend  is  12  per  cent,  and  pre-tax 
profit  £571,000  (£413,000)  for  six 
months  to  end  lune,  after  loan  stock 
interest.  Turnover  16'8  per  cent  up. 

EUCRYL  GROUP,  LTD.—First 
half  profits,  £94,000  (£93,000  for  same 
period  of  1967),  after  tax  of  £65,000 
(£64,000).  Turnover  was  £l-52m. 
(£l"32m.)  An  unchanged  interim  of  4 
per  cent,  is  declared. 

WILLOWS  FRANCIS,  LTD.  —  A 
final  dividend  of  10  per  cent.  (12i  per 
cent,  on  increased  capital)  making  a 
total  of  \lj  per  cent.  (I65  per  cent.) 
for  the  year.  Group  profit  before  tax 
was  £184,712  (£152,600). 

UNITED  GLASS,  LTD.  —  Mr.  D. 
M.  Anderson  has  requested  to  be  re- 
lieved of  his  appointment  as  managing 
director  of  the  closures  and  plastics 
division.  He  has  been  succeeded  in 
that  office  by  Mr.  A.  R.  Wood. 

HOECHST,  AG.,  Germany,  are  to 
take  a  40-per-cent.  stake  in  Compagnie 
Financiere  Chimio  which  owns  more 
than  50  per  cent,  of  Roussel-Uclaf. 
Hoechst  will  finance  this  and  other 
operations  by  raising  its  share  capital 
by  DM.  45  million  (about  £4-7  m.). 

BEATSON  CLARK  &  CO.,  LTD.— 
For  the  first  half  of  the  year  profits 
were  £301,000  (against  £276,000  in  the 
equivalent  1967  period)  from  sales  of 
£1,800,000  (£1,471,000).  An  interim 
dividend  of  7i  per  cent,  is  declared. 

LANKRO  CHEMICALS,  LTD.  — 
Arrangements  are  in  hand  for  under- 
writing an  offer  for  sale  by  tender  of 
shares  in  the  company  which  is  engaged 
in  the  prooduction  of  a  wide  range  of 
chemicals  for  industrial  purposes. 
Founded  in  1937  by  its  present  chair- 
man (Dr.  F.  H.  Kroch),  the  company 
conducts  its  business  and  manufacturing 
at  Eccles,  Manchester.  The  turnover 
has  risen  from  £2-8  m.  in  1958  to  its 
current  level  of  over  £11  m.  a  year. 
Profits  before  tax  were  £467,000  in  the 
year  ended  February  29. 

GNOME  PHOTOGRAPHIC  PRO- 
DUCTS, LTD.  —  In  his  statement  for 
the  year  ending  May  31,  Mr.  H. 
Loebstein  (chairman)  said  that  the 
company  had  maintained  its  predomi- 
nant position  in  that  section  of  the 
photo  trade  market  in  which  it  specia- 
lises. Even  prior  to  the  pre-budget 
spending  spree,  sales  had  been  in  excess 
of  the  previous  year.  The  introduction 
of  the  50  per  cent,  purchase  tax  on 
projectors  was  bound  to  produce  sales 
resistance  but  Mr.  Loebstein  was  con- 
fident that  since  the  majority  of  its 
products  were  in  the  lower  price  brac- 
kets, the  effect  of  the  tax  should  not 
prove  alarming.  Pre-tax  profits  increased 
from  £175,931  to  £201,366.  The  net 
profit  was  £116,081  (£105,781).  Dividend 
was  35  per  cent.  (32?  per  cent.). 

lOHN  &  E.  STURGE,  LTD  — 
Group  turnover  in  the  half  year  ended 


June  30  was  £2,025,200  (£1,634,900  in 
the  corresponding  1967  period).  Group 
profit  before  taxation,  was  £284,000 
(£222,300)  and  after  taxation,  £162,0OC 
(£130,300).  The  expected  deflationary 
eflect  of  the  March  budget  has  not 
become  apparent  in  the  home  market: 
profit  margins  on  exports  have  im^ 
proved  following  devaluation  in  Nov- 
ember 1967,  states  the  board.  On  the 
other  hand,  due  to  the  general  strike, 
in  Vlay,  the  French  subsidiary  losl 
approximately  one  month's  production 
and  trading.  The  group  prospects  for 
the  second  half  of  the  current  year 
remain  good,  although  the  cessation  of! 
export  rebates  and  S.E.T.  premiumsji 
together  with  certain  increased  costs! 
are  likely  to  reduce  profits  to  a  leved 
somewhat  less  than  that  for  the  first' 
half  of  the  year.  An  interim  dividend 
of  7  per  cent,  in  respect  of  the  year 
ending  December  29,  1968  (1 967  ad-' 
justed  for  scrip  issue:  5j  per  cent,  i 
declared).  The  total  dividend  for  th 
year  will  however  have  to  be  restriclc 
within  the  Government  limits. 

STANLEY  WESTON  GROUP 
LTD.  —  Group  profit  before  taxatio 
for  the  six  months  to  June  30  wa 
£96,636  (£78,904  in  the  same  period  ol 
1967);  estimated  taxation,  £41,00t 
(£33,500).  An  interim  dividend  of  I 
per  cent,  is  declared  (same).  During  the 
period  under  review  the  retail  chemist 
division  continued  to  progress  in  line 
with  the  policy  already  laid  down.  Tw 
new  branches  have  been  acquired  i 
Shefl[ield  and  Southampton  and  new 
branches  opened  in  The  Bull  Ring  and 
Great  Barr,  Birmingham.  The  rationa 
lisation  and  closing  of  smaller  branche 
continues  and  a  further  five  existin 
ones  have  been  modernised.  New  lease 
have  been  provisionally  agreed  for  lar 
ger  central  branches  in  Burton-on-Trent 
Grimsby  and  a  Birmingham  overspill 
town.  Since  the  period  under  review 
a  rights  issue  of  1.087,625  Ordinar 
shares  was  successfully  made;  applica 
tions  were  received  for  811,141  exces. 
shares.  The  interim  report  also  refers 
to  the  proposed  merger  with  Arnold 
M.  Gee,  Ltd.  (C.  &  D..  September  21 
p.  274)  and  adds  that  the  board  are 
continuing  their  investigation  into  ac- 
quiring further  businesses  and  the 
opening  of  new  branches,  to  give  the 
chemists  division  a  more  national  spread 
of  outlets. 

BUSINESS  CHANGES 

THE  secretariat  of  the  Association  ol 
Consulting  Scientists  has  moved  to  184 
Temple  Chambers,  Temple  Avenue 
London,  E.C.4  (telephone:  01-583 
8841). 

THE  Crescent  pharmacy,  Spalding 
Lines,  was  taken  over  by  Mr.  Graham 
W.  Walker,  B.Pharm.,  M.P.S.,  on  Sep- 
tember 30  on  the  retirement  from 
business  of  Mr.  A.  Spencer,  M.P.S. 

THE  headquarters  of  the  general 
chemicals  division  of  Laporte  Chemical 
Industries,  Ltd.,  remove  to  Moorfield 
Road,  Widnes,  Lanes,  on  October  7 
(telephone:  051-424  5555). 

R.  WESTON  (CHEMISTS),  LTD., 
have  acquired  the  business  of  D.  & 
O.  E.  Jones,  High  Street,  Pershore, 
Worcs  and  are  trading  as  Westons 
Chemists. 
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BLAKE,  SANDFORD  &  BLAKE, 
LTD.,  have  taken  the  lease  of  premises 
at  9  Broadway,  London,  S.W.I.  The 
firm,  believed  the  oldest  privately- 
owned  retail  pharmacy  in  London  has 
been  trading  at  47  Dover  Street  with- 
out a  break  since  its  establishment  in 
1800,  and  still  has  prescription  books 
that  go  well  back  into  the  nineteenth 
century,  recording  the  treatment  of 
many  famous  and  fashionable  figures. 
The  additional  premises  are  situated 
opposite  New  Scotland  Yard. 

TRINITY  SECURITIES,  LTD.,  Bris- 
tol (holding  company  for  the  Gateway 
Food  Markets  group),  have  taken 
over  David  White  (Chemists),  Ltd., 
Keynsham,  which  operate  five  phar- 
macies in  the  Bristol  and  Bath  area, 
three  as  Mills  &  Mills.  Messrs.  A.  E.  M. 
Harbottle  and  D.  H.  Lamb  (of  Trinity 
Securities)  join  the  board  of  David 
White  (Chemists).  Ltd.;  the  existing 
joint  managing  directors  (Messrs.  A.  E. 
Clark  and  G.  H.  Bevan  continue  in 
otBce).  A  spokesman  for  Gateway  Food- 
markets  commented  "we  intend  to  open 
12  new  chemist  shops  —  both 
independent  and  connected  to  super- 
markets —  during  the  next  18  months." 
He  added  that  the  acquisition  "will 
enable  us  to  extend  the  range  of  mer- 
handise  in  the  foodmarkets.  Our 
policy  now  will  be  to  develop  separate 
chemists  units  alongside  supermarkets 
following  the  operational  code  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society.  We  would  also 
lope  to  be  able  to  offer  special  after- 
lours  dispensing  facilities." 

APPOINTMENTS 

Directors 

A.  WANDER,  LTD.— Dr.  Albert 
Wander  (until  recently  managing  direc- 
tor), has  been  appointed  deputy  chair- 
man. Mr.  Edwin  P.  Godden,  B.Pharm., 
F.P.S.,  F.R.I.C.,  was  appointed  a  direc- 
tor and  chief  executive  on  October  1. 

Executives 

CHESEBROUGH  -  POND  S,  LTD., 
tiave  appointed  Mr.  H.  E.  Casler  their 
nanaging  director.  Mr.  Casler  is  also 
irea  vice  president  in  the  international 
livision  of  Chesebrough-Ponds,  Inc. 
BERK  PHARMACEUTICALS, 
TD.,  have  made  the  following  ap- 
)ointments  within  the  marketing  divi- 
on: —  Mr.  A.  J.  R.  Privett,  sales  ser- 
ice  manager:  Mr.  R.  Ridler,  head,  pro- 
essional  services  department:  and  Mr. 
).  C.  Henderson,  medical  copywriter. 
SANDOZ,  LTD.,  Basle,  Switzerland, 
ave  appointed  Mr.  R.  F.  Weir,  B.Sc, 
|4.P.S.,    head    of    pharmacy  research 


and  development.  Mr.  Weir  joined  the 
United  Kingdom  company  Sandoz 
Products,  Ltd..  in  I960  to  initiate  phar- 
maceutical development  and  quality 
control  at  the  company's  then  new  fac- 
tory at  Horsforth.  Yorks,  and  for  the 
past  six  years  has  been  pharmaceutical 
factory  manager.  Mr.  Weir  uas  a  mem- 
ber of  the  company's  pharmaceutical 
management  committee  and  an  alter- 
native member  of  the  board  of  man- 
agement of  Sandoz  Products,  Ltd., 
Horsforth. 

PERSONALITIES 

MR.  M.  BROPHY.  new  president  of 
Irish  Drug  Association,  is  from  Rath- 
crow,  Carlow.  and  qualified  in  1948. 
A  man  of  strong  conviction  on  what  is 
best  for  the  advancement  of  his  pro- 
fession, he  devotes  most  of  his  spare- 
time  to  pharmaceutical  matters.  He  is 
also  a  qualified  optician  and  a  founder 
member  of  the  Irish  Chemists"  Cos- 
metics Association.  Married  with  a 
young  family,  he  owns  a  pharmacy  in 
Townsend  Street.  Dublin.  MR.  A. 
HERRIOTT,  new  vice-president,  was 
born  into  the  profession — his  father, 
Mr.  D.  Herriott  qualified  in  1889  and 
conducted  his  own  pharmacy  in 
Nenagh.  He  has  a  daughter,  Mary,  also 
a  pharmacist,  who  helps  in  running  the 
family  business.  He  also  has  a  son  who 
is  a  medical  representative  with  Parke 
Davis  &  Co.  Mr.  Herriott  qualified  in 
1928. 

MR.  W.  L.  GREIG,  branch  director 
of  the  Apothecaries  branch  of  Vestric, 
Ltd.,  in  Glas- 
gow is  retiring. 
His  retirement 
marks  the  end 
of  an  era  as 
there  have  been 
only  three  per- 
sons managing 
t  h  e  business 
since  it  was 
founded  1  4  4 
years  ago.  Mr. 
William  Greig 
opened  "The 
New  Apothe- 
caries Hall"  in 
May  1824  and  ran  the  business,  both 
retail  and  wholesale,  until  he  died  in 
1870.  His  son  succeeded  him.  having 
served  an  apprenticeship  under  his 
father,  and  was  responsible  for  the 
business  until  he  died  in  1933,  a  total 
period  of  sixty-three  years.  His  son 
who  had  been  associated  in  the  busi- 
ness with  his  father,  died  earlier,  thus 
bringing  the  present  W.  L.   Greig,  a 


BUTLER  &  CRISPE,  LTD. 

Successor  company  formed  to  continue  trading 


predicted  when  the  appointment  of 
receiver  was  made  to  manage  Butler 
Crispe,  Ltd.,  in  March  (see  C.  &  C, 
larch  9,  p.  210),  a  successor  company, 
utler  &  Crispe  Wholesale  Chemists, 
td..  has  now  been  formed  to  continue 
le  business.  It  is  intended  to  sell  the 
ew  company  to  another  group  of 
jmpanies  who  are  to  provide  new 
pital  and  premises.  In  a  circular  letter, 
ited  September  27,  the  company  point 
Jt  that  those  customers  who  did  not 
ad  the  complete  report  of  the  meeting 


of  creditors  on  September  10  when 
a  resolution  confirming  the  voluntary 
winding-up  of  Butler  &  Crispe,  Ltd., 
was  passed  (C.  &  D.,  September  ^\) 
p.  273),  may  have  gained  the  i mpressiio'rt 
that  the  business  was  about>tto^'CQjS£i 
trading.  "Nothing  could'-  tte  furtl*eif 
from  the  truth."  states  )thSi  le(tt&f!TM?i 
R.  N.  Crispe  (geiF>©®(t'frtiaTia:^efi)  aiiJcSs : 
"To  those-  GUstetniifSi;  wH^pfciEWe  '-su-fo 
portedu*i$nfliiDtlie  ?iidspiTHd*vth9.J'vqe  'eTOJ 
phassse  jithat"^te*B--i^l  irf  '^n6'-'^\'^-J'^'m 
C!dteartfbnie{nK4de<^ast,£iirefetAt,bi-  fijtutsef.ra 


great-grandson  of  the  founder,  into  the 
business.  He  formed  the  New  Apothe- 
caries Co.,  Ltd.,  as  a  private  limited 
company  and  thus  it  remained  with 
Mr.  Greig  as  its  managing  director 
until  bought  by  Evans  Medical,  Ltd., 
in  1963. 

DEATHS 

BROWNBILL.  —  On  September  23, 
Mr.  William  Brownbill,  M.P.S.,  20 
Queen  Elizabeth  Crescent,  Sandy  Lane, 
Accrington,  Lanes.  Mr.  Brownbill  quali- 
fied in  1925  was  a  former  mayor  of 
Accrington  and  an  honorary  freeman 
of  the  borough.  He  had  been  active 
in  local  government  aflairs  since  1945 
when  he  was  elected  to  the  Council.  A 
prominent  member  of  the  local  Metho- 
dist church  and  youth  leader,  Mr, 
Brownbill  was  locally  described  as  a 
"christian  socialist."  He  served  as  a 
member  of  the  Blackburn  and  District 
Hospital  Management  Committee  and 
the  Divisional  Health  Committee. 

BRYANT.— Recently.  Dr.  Ernest 
Gower  Bryant.  B.Sc.  F.P.S.,  II  Tudor 
Hill.  Sutton  Coldfield.  Warwickshire. 
Dr.  Bryant  qualified  as  a  pharmacist  in 
1910:  he  also  held  a  doctorate  in  phar- 
macy. University  of  Nancy.  He  was  at 
one  time  the  principal  of  the  Northern 
College  of  Pharmacy.  Manchester  and 
later  head  of  the  School  of  Pharmacy. 
Robert  Gordon's  College,  Aberdeen. 
Dr.  Bryant  v\as  elected  a  member  of 
the  North  British  Executive  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great 
Britain  in  1932.  In  1933  he  was  appoint- 
ed head  of  the  department  of  phar- 
macy, Birmingham  Central  Technical 
College.  For  a  short  period  beginning 
August  1939  until  1940  he  was  Editor 
of  the  Chemist  &  Druggist.  He  later 
was  in  business  at  Brockham  Green. 
Betchworth,  Surrey,  retiring  in  1955. 

CROSSLAND.— On  September  11, 
Mr.  Harry  Crossland,  5  Southgate, 
EUand,  Yorkshire,  Mr.  Crossland  quali- 
fied in  1915  and  retired  in  1966. 

HAYES.— On  September  11,  Mr. 
George  Washington  Hayes,  40  Head- 
ingley  Avenue,  Leeds  6.  Mr.  Hayes 
qualified  in  1907  and  retired  in  I960. 

HAYTON.  ~  On  September  21, 
Mr.  John  Jefi^rey  Hayton,  M.P.S.,  103 
Stoney  Lane,  Winchester,  aged  fifty- 
three.  Mr.  Hayton  qualified  in  1937  and 
obtained  an  optical  degree  in  1946. 
After  owning  a  pharmacy  in  Twicken- 
ham he  moved  to  Winchester  to  bQ 
manager  of  a  branch  of  ArnolcLylVf) 
Gee,  Ltd.  Over  a  number  9^\\Vf^i, 
Mr.  Hayton  was  a  frequent  cc^lilJripUjtpg 
of  articles  (in  verse)  on  topi,^a|j,^,bjec:i|- 
to  THE  Chemist  and  Druc^gi^T- £('8-1 0 

HODGSON.^Qn  ,...A>i©jst^ji^,,3^r. 
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TRADE  NOTES 


Avocado  Pear  Oil. — Supplies  of 
avocado  jjear  oil  are  now  offered  by 
A.  G.  Hersom,  12  Richmond  Road, 
Kingston-upon-Thames. 

Price  Correction. — Revlon  Inter- 
national Corporation,  86  Brook  Street, 
London,  W.l,  point  out  that  the  retail 
price  of  Moon  Drops  colour  correc- 
tives is  29s.  6d.  and  not  as  recently 
quoted. 

Advance  Notice. — Boots  Pure  Drug 
Co.,  Ltd.,  37  Station  Street,  Notting- 
ham, announce  that  as  from  October 
9  the  prices  of  Totomycin  capsules, 
syrup  and  tablets  will  be  reduced. 

A  New  12-oz.  Size. — Sanitas  Group 
Sales,  Ltd.,  pharmaceutical  division, 
43  Clapham  Road,  London.  S.W.9, 
advise  that  they  have  introduced  a 
12-oz.  size  of  Liqufruta  with  honey 
herbal  cough  medicine  (7s.  9d.). 

Rcl'orniutated. — Parke,  Davis  &  Co., 
Staines  Road,  Hounslow,  Middlesex, 
have  reformulated  their  Chloromy- 
cetin palmitate  suspension.  It  now 
contains  125  mgm.  chloramphenicol 
in  each  5  mils.  The  pack  is  a  bottle 
of  60  mils. 

Agencies  Ac(|uired.  —  Peaimoss, 
Ltd.,  53  Great  Marlborough  Street, 
London,  W.l,  WIV  2BJ,  have  acquired 
the  agency  of  Les  Parfums  D'Orsay  and 
of  Coryse  Salome.  It  is  the  intention  of 
the  former  to  concentrate  on  three  of 
the  products  which  are  in  most  demand, 
Etiquette  Bleue,  Chevalier  and  Tilleul. 
The  chief  perfumes  of  Coryse  Salome 
are  Opera,  Creation  and  Peche  Perinis. 

Test  Marketing. — Thomson  News- 
papers, Ltd.,  offer  advice  and  informa- 
tion concerning  the  test  marketing  of 
products  in  the  Aberdeen,  Belfast, 
Blackburn,  Cardiff,  Edinburgh,  Middles- 
brough or  Newcastle  areas.  Applica- 
tions to  Douglas  Reed,  200  Gray's  Inn 
Road,  London,  W.C.I,  are  invited  for 
a  "test  market  reference  selector, 
packed  with  indispensable  market 
information." 

Change  of  Marketing  Arrangements. 
— Innoxa  (England),  Ltd.,  and  Parfums 
Givenchy,  S.A.,  have  mutually  agreed 
to  end  their  collaboration  and  as  from 
27  September,  1968,  Givenchy  Per- 
fumes ceased  to  be  marketed  by 
Innoxa  by  their  subsidiary  in  the 
United  Kingdom  and  Eire.  Parfums 
Givency,  Ltd.,  are  understood  to  be 
operating  under  a  new  Anglo-French 
directorate  from  2  Station  Yard, 
Twickenham,  Middlesex  (telephone: 
01-892  1812). 

-Security  Services  for  the  Retailer. — 
Security  Express,  Ltd.,  I  Chiswell 
Street,  London,  E.C.I,  plan  an  expan- 
sion of  their  cash-in-transit  services  for 
the  retailer  to  be  introduced  after  dis- 
cussions with  the  clearing  banks  when 
the  banks  close  on  Saturdays.  The  com- 
pany plan  to  double  the  armoured  vans 
on  duty  in  shopping  centres;  to  provide 
extra  vault  storage  facilities  for  cash 
over  the  weekend,  'coin  trucks'  for  a 
mobile  change  service  and  a  speei^J 
safe  available  on  rental  terms  for  the 
i^efailer. 

.Hltlelp.  in  Exporting  to  Scandinavia. — 

D.    &    F,  ,  f  iMa(?kelirig,,ijP^,y^lppfneiJti 


Ltd.,  213  Oxford  Street,  London,  'W.l, 
offer  help  to  British  manufacturers  in 
gaining  a  firm  foothold  and  continuous 
expansion  of  sales  in  the  Scandinavian 
market.  The  service,  O.D.F.  Anglo- 
Scandinavian  Marketing  Service,  has 
been  started  in  conjunction  with  a  lead- 
ing   Stockholm    marketing  company, 

C.  K.  Squires,  and  is  organised  so  that 
the  London  company  is  able  to  cover 
the    Scandinavian    market    in  depth. 

D.  &  F.  representatives  leave  for  Stock- 
holm on  September  27  to  talk  to  manu- 
facturers about  the  new  service  during 
the  British  Week. 

Bonus  Offers 

Phillip  Farrington  (P.F.).  Ltd.,  4 
St.  Elmo  Avenue,  Offerton,  Stockport. 
Yeast-Plus  extra  energy  tablets.  New 
pack  (24)  (2s.  6d.).  Fourteen  charged 
as  twelve. 

Discontinued 

Bayer  Prouui  is  Co.,  Wintlirop  House, 
Surbiton,  Surrey.       Apolomine  and  Apolomine 


plus;  Diesed;  Neophryn  compound  and  Venules. 

H.  N.  Norton  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  19  Queen 
Street,    Glasgow,    C.l.    Ferrodin  syrup. 

Cox-CoNTiNENTAL,  LTD.,  85  Church  Road, 
Hove,  Sussex,  BN3  2BH.  Co-Tabs  A14  (acid 
acetylsal.  sol.),  250;  A3  amylobarb  (SI.S4A) 
30  mgm.,  1,000;  A4  amylobarb  (SI.S4A), 
50  mgm.,  250;  B18  butobarb.  (Pink)  {SLS4A), 
100  mgm.  250;  D16  digoxin  (SI)  250  mcgm., 
250;  G2  glyc.  trinit.  (PI),  500  mcgm.,  250; 
093  Oxatets  capsules  250  mgm.  (oxytetracycline 
hydrochloride)  100  and  1,000;  094  Oxatets 
tablets  250  mgm.  (oxytetracycline  dihydrate), 
100  and  1,000;  PIO  paracetamol  500  mgm., 
1,000;  P4  phenobarb.  (SI.S4A)  15  mgm.,  250; 
P5  phenobarb.  (SI.S4A)  30  mgm.,  1,000;  and 
P39  placebo  (saccharum  lactis)  300  mgm., 
250. 

Premium  Offers 

Lentheric,  Ltd.,  17  Old  Bond  Street,  Lon- 
don, W.l.  Foundation  lotion.  Matt  Magic  or 
Frosted  Lighting  at  savings  of  3s.  3d.,  4s.  5d., 
and  6s.  6d.  respectively.  Any  two  of  the  pro- 
ducts for  16s.  a  pair  Three  for  22s.  6d.  Until 
November  1. 

INFORMATION  WANTED 

The  Editor  would  appreciate  information  about.- 

Pigadoma  pills  for  piglets. 


Ihglasldiytrm 

im  wsmw 


THREE  NEW  ELECTRICAL  PRODUCTS 

Ronson  Products,  Ltd.,  announce  "massive"  Christmas  campaign 

A  TRIO  of  new  electrical  products 
introduced  by  Ronson  Products.  Ltd.,  ^ 
Leatherhead,  Surrey,  for  the  Christmas 
gift  season  is  headed  by  a  battery- 
operated  shaver  claimed  first  of  its 
kind  with  performance  to  equal  a 
mains-operated  model.  Second  is  a  de 
luxe  model  of  the  Rio  "mini-hairdryer," 
and  a  new,  more  compact,  version  of 
the  Ronson  rechargeable  automatic 
toothbrush.  The  new  battery  shaver  — 
the  Ronson  Wayfarer  (£10  19s.  6d.)  has 
the  same  head  as  the  Ronson  mains 
models  and  operates  from  four  HP  1 1 

batteries.  It  comes  complete  with  socket  -i  '""rrt '•r!,'rr:,-r"',rr  

suitable  for  quick  and  easy  installation       Ntw  trowner  for  Rio  hair  dryers. 

in  car,  caravan,  boat  or  airplane,  and     ,      ,         ,.        ,  ,  . 
has  a  dual-volt  feature  that  enables  the  ^^Z"  slimmed  down  to  give  greater 

ease  ot  use  without  loss  of  performance. 

In  the  Ronson  pre-Christmas  tele- 
vision campaign  over  £200,000  is  being 
spent  in  a  four-week  period. 

Around  400  spots  have  been  booked 
on  all  independent  television  channels 
and  both  30-sec.  and  45-sec.  "com- 
mercials" will  be  used  in  three  major 
national  campaigns  featuring  the  Ron- 
son  range  of  electric  shavers;  the  Escort 
hairdryer;  and  the  Rio  "mini- 
hairdryers."  For  the  first  time  the  Ron- 
son  automatic  toothbrush  is  being 
advertised  on  television  (Southern  and 
Harlech).  The  products  are  price- 
maintained.  Press  advertisements  will 
appear  in  the  three  national  week-end 
colour  supplements  and  in  the  London 
E\'eiiini;  Sldiu/ard . 


Wayfarer  ba.tery  shaver 

shaver  to  be  used  on  any  site  with  a 
6-  or  12-volt  battery  supply.  The  new 
shaver,  moulded  in  high-impact  plastic, 
scores  on  the  grounds  of  portability, 
ease  of  travel  (it  has  a  black  vinyl 
travelling  case)  and  performance.  It  has 
an  on-olf  switch,  super-trim  attachment, 
and  32  cutting  blades. 

The  new  Rio  hair  dryer  model  RI5 
(£6  19s.  6d.)  has  a  matt  black  finish 
and  chrome  grille.  It  has  the  features  of 
light-weight,  dual  voltage,  mini-size  and 
rnaxi-drying  ability)  plus  a  de-luxe  pack 
incorporating  travelling  bag. 
:  The  new  reshargeable  toothbrush  is 
more  compact^  and  more  convenient, 
than  previous  models.  Technically  ad- 
vanced on  its  predecessor,  it  is  3s. 
cheaper.  la; ,  >  ;£  1 1..  i  l;5s/ j  ijts power :  fjiandle 


Ronsun  rechargeable  au.omatic  luuthhrush 
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NEW  PRODUCTS  AND  PACKS 


PHARMACEUTICAL  SPECIALITIES 

For  Treating  Ano-rertal  Conditions. 

— Ultraproct,  a  new  product  for  the 
treatment  of  proctological  conditions, 
is  being  marketed  by  Schering  Chemi- 
cals, Ltd.,  pharmaceutical  division, 
Victoria  Way,  Burgess  Hill,  Sussex,  as 
an  ointment  in  10-gm.  and  30-gm. 
tubes,   as   suppositories    in   packs  of 


twelve  and  twenty-four  and  as  a 
Combipack  containing  10  gm.  of  oint- 
ment, ten  suppositories  and  ten  finger 
stalls.  Ultraproct  contains  two  esters  of 
fluocortolone,  both  with  anti-inflamma- 
tory, anti-exudative  and  anti-pruritic 
effects,  as  well  as  dibucaine  hydro- 
chloride, hexachlorophane  and  clemi- 
zole  undecylate. 

Anti-rheumatic  Cream.  —  FBA 
Pharmaceuticals,  Ltd.,  Haywards 
Heath,  Sussex  (United  Kingdom  sub- 
sidiary of  Bayer,  Germany)  have 
launched  an  anti-rheumatic  cream. 
Bayolin,  which  is  claimed  quickly  to 
relieve  muscular  pain  and  rheumatic 
conditions.  In  properties  the  cream  is 
rubefacient,  anti-inflammatory,  and 
analgesic,  its  rubefacient  effect  pro- 
vided by  the  benzyl  ester  of  nicotinic 
acid  in  combination  with  the  glycol 
ester  of  salicyclic  acid.  High  pentration 
is  claimed  to  result  in  high  muscle  levels 
of  the  glycol  ester  of  salicylic  acid,  in- 
creasing the  analgesic  effect,  which  is 
complemented  by  the  anti-inflamma- 
tory and  analgesic  effect  of  the 
heparinoid.  Pack  is  a  35-gm.  tube. 

Low-dose  "Progestogenic"  Formula. 
— Syntex  Pharmaceuticals.  Ltd.,  St.  Ives 
House,  Maidenhead,  Berks,  have  intro- 
duced Norinyl-2,  a  low-dose  "progesto- 
genic" formula.  Each  pink  tablet 
contains  2  mgm.  of  norethisterone,  and 
O'l  mgm.  of  mestranol.  Norinyl-2  is 
designed  as  an  agent  for  conception 
control  and  also  for  the  treatment  of 
heavy,  irregular  or  painful  periods.  The 
tablets  are  supplied  in  easy-to-follow 
wallets  of  twenty-one  tablets  (one 
month's  supply). 

COSMETICS  AND  TOILETRIES 

After-shave  Skin  Conditioner. — Intec 
Proprietaries,  Ltd.,  Crown  House,  Mor- 
den,   Surrey,   have  introduced  a  new 


after-shave  skin  conditioner  Mendocil 
(24s.  6d.)  The  product  was  formulated 
after  two  years"  research  in  the  United 
States  and  Britain,  and  of  field  testing. 


aimed  at  liiiding  a  lotion  acceptable  to 
men  and  which  would  restore  the 
resilience  of  the  skin  after  shaving.  The 
makers  point  out  that  constant  loss  of 
natural  oil  and  daily  removal  of  the 
epidermis  exposing  the  new  skin  layer, 
have  a  coarsening  and  ageing  effect  on 
the  skin.  For  Mendoci!  the  four  advan- 
tages are  claimed  that  it  keeps  the  skin 
youthful  by  restoring  the  natural  oils 
lost  during  shaving:  helps  to  repair  the 
damaged  skin  surface;  calms  and 
soothes  razor-burn  and  redness:  and 
acts  as  a  mild  astringent.  The  product 
IS  stated  to  contain  over  100  ingredi- 
ents, and  its  fragrance  has  been  proved 
acceptable  to  most  men  as  well  as 
"interesting"  to  women.  Bottle  and  pack 
were  designed  in  Paris  by  a  leading 
package  design  group  and  the  Mendocil 
colours  (silver-blue  and  French  blue) 
were  specially  created  for  the  product. 

Eye-colour  Collection. — Girl  Cos- 
metics, Ltd.,  Hook  Rise,  Surbiton, 
Surrey,  have  produced  a  compact  box 


(5s.  lid.)  containing  the  Outdoor  Girl 
eye-colour  collection  (three  cakes  of 
colour,  a  white  pearliser  and  brush). 

A  INew  Quartet. — A  new  range  of 
toiletries  introduced  by  Helene  Curtis, 
Ltd.,  7  Oakley  Road.  Southampton, 
Hants,    under   the    name    of  "Lulu." 


includes  a  nail  polish  drier  (9s.  lid.) 
and  a  "four  star"  luxury  hair  spray 
(9s.  lid.)  described  as  "non-sticky  with 
the  lightest  hint  of  French  perfume  and 
a  holding  power  that  lasts  and  lasts." 
Third  in  the  range  is  a  transparent 
hair  setting  gel  (6s.  6d.)  and  finally  a 
"yard-o-shampoo"  which  consists  of 
twenty-four  shampoo  "pillows"  joined 
together  (20s.)  or  sold  singly  (lOd.). 
Four  types  of  shampoo  are  available, 
strawberry  for  normal  hair,  egg  for 
dry  hair,  lemon  for  oily  hair  and 
vitamin  B  for  "lack  lustre"  hair. 

Moisturised  Make-up. — Yardley  of 
London,  Ltd.,  33  Old  Bond  Street, 
London,  W.l,  have  launched  a  moistur- 
ised make-up,  Supertint  (7s.  lOd.)  that 
may  be  worn  alone  for  a  moist,  gleam- 


ing look  or  powdered  over  for  a  matt 
look.  It  is  claimed  to  give  the  skin  a 
"flawless,  youthful  gleam."  It  is  avail- 
able in  six  shades:  bloom,  beige,  deep 
beige,  buff,  honey  peach  and  honey 
rose. 

Fluorescent  Nail  Colours.  —  Chese- 
brough-Pond"s,  Ltd.,  Victoria  Road, 
London,  N.W.IO.  have  launched  new 
fluorescent  Nail  Glo  colours  (5s.  each) 
created  by  L'Onglex.  The  effect  of  glow 
is  produced  by  applying  a  coat  of 
special  Nail  Topper  to  nails  that  have 
been  given  a  coat  of  pearl  polish.  There 
are  four  shades:  Silver,  pearl  gold, 
Chelsea  pink  and  Fiery  Touch,  each 
with  Nail  Topper.  The  colours  may  be 
worn  without  the  Topper  during  the 
day,  "but  for  night,  girls  who  really 
want  zingy  finger  tips  just  add  a  coat 
of  Nail  Glo  for  fluorescence." 


NOT  METRIC  — 
Lulu,  the  international 
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Correspondence 

Letters  when  received  must  bear  the  name  and  address  of  the  sender,  not  necessarily 
for  publication.  1  he  Editor  docs  not  hold  himself  responsible  for  the  views  expressed. 


Open  Invitation 

Sir— After  the  business  of  the 
annual  general  meeting  at  Baileys 
Hotel,  140  Gloucester  Road,  London, 
S.W.7,  the  Chemists'  Action  Group 
invite  any  interested  pharmacists  to 
join  in  the  general  discussion  on  the 
activities  of  the  Group.  The  meeting 
will  be  held  on  October  6  at  3  p.m. 
and  the  nearest  tube  station  is 
Gloucester  Road  Station.  Here  is  an 
opportunity  for  all  those  sceptics  to 
show  us  what  we  should  have  done 
and  what  they  would  have  done  had 
they  the  energy  and  the  temerity. 

I.  H.  Williams, 
Honorary  Secretary 
Chemists'  Action  Group 

Dickson  Judgment 

Sir, — I  did  not  intend  to  make  any 
comment  on  the  "Dickson  Judgment" 
but  Mr.  Lewis's  contribution  to  the 
Pharmaceutical  Conference  cries  out 
for  some  comment.  Many  adverse  criti- 
cisms could  be  made  of  the  paper  but 
I  will  only  make  two: —  First,  could 
not  Mr.  Lewis  drop  this  pathetic  atti- 
tude of  "we  were  really  right,  it  was 
the  referee  who  was  wrong"  and  second, 
could  he  stop  using  this  quite  false 
statement  of  "new  law"  being  made. 
The  powers  of  our  disciplinary  com- 
mittee were  not  before  the  Court  and 
are  not  affected  by  the  judgment  at  all, 
still  less  affected  (if  that  is  possible) 
are  the  powers  of  disciplinary  com- 
mittees of  other  professions  which  are 
governed  by  their  own  constitutions. 
Moreover,  if  Mr.  Lewis  is  right  he 
would  be  guilty  of  a  grave  dereliction 
of  duty.  When  this  question  of  the 
effect  of  the  action  on  the  Statutory 
Committee  was  mentioned  in  the  House 
of  Lords,  Lord  Reid  offered  to  amend 
the  declaration  to  make  it  clear  that 
the  Committee  was  not  affected.  Mr. 
Lewis  was  present  as  was  Mr.  Adams 
and  Mr.  St.  John  Howe.  None  of  them 
made  the  slightest  move  to  influence 
Mr.  Lamartine  or  Mr.  Bax  to  accept 
the  offer.  My  advice  to  Mr.  Lewis  is 
that  he  should  put  the  past  behind  him 
and  start  afresh.  I  see  that  the  Council 
is  taking  counsel's  opinion  on  the  state- 
ment of  professional  conduct.  I  hope 
the  counsel  is  Mr.  Roger  Parker. 

C.  Lonsdale, 
Wallington,  Surrey 

H.  A.  Perkin — Retirement 
Presentation 

Sir,— Mr.  H.  A.  Perkin,  B.Pharm.. 
F.P.S.,  senior  lecturer  in  pharmacy  of 
the  University  of  Bradford  is  to  retire 
on  October  31.  He  has  been  actively 
concerned  with  pharmaceutical  educa- 
tion for  over  forty-one  years,  both  as 
a  teacher  and  as  an  examiner.  He  was 
a  lecturer  on  the  staff  of  the  Welsh 
College  of  Pharmacy,  the  Technical 
College,  Cardiff,  from  1927  to  1947: 
he  then  became  head  of  the  depart- 
ment of  pharmacy  and  biology  at  the 
Dundee  Institute  of  Art  and  Tech- 
nology (luring  the  period  1947  to  1960. 


He  joined  the  staff  of  the  Bradford 
Institute  of  Technology  in  1960.  Mr. 
Perkin  has  been  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Examiners  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  for  over  twenty-one 
years.  It  is  thought  that  all  his  old 
students  and  friends  would  wish  to 
mark  their  appreciation  of  Mr.  Perkin's 
services  to  pharmacy  and  to  this  end  a 
presentation  fund  is  being  opened. 
Subscriptions  are  invited  and  should  be 
sent  to  the  undersigned  during  the 
present  month. 

J.  M.  RowsoN, 
Professor  of  Pharmacy, 
University  of  Bradford, 
Bradford  7 

Sitting  on  Straw 

Sir, — 1  feel  that  some  sort  of  com- 
ment ought  to  be  made  concerning  the 
visit  of  The  Agricultural  and  Veterinary 
Pharmacy  Group  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  at  Alderley  Edge,  September  25. 
A  casual  visitor  could  have  been  for- 
given for  thinking  that  here  was  a 
meeting  arranged  at  the  last  minute,  at 
a  changed  venue.  The  first  24  hours 
of  the  visit  were  spent  sitting  in  a 
dutch  barn  on  straw  bales,  with  all  the 
discomfort  one  would  associate  with 
such  a  posture  (the  ladies  present  got 
no  special  treatment  either!)  The  after- 
noon "demonstrations"  (a  word  taken 
from  the  circulated  programme)  con- 
sisted of  academic  lectures.  One  could 
elaborate  ad  infiniriim,  but  why 
bother?  This  is  just  one  more  example 
of  how  the  "establishment"  attempts  to 
brainwash  its  members  into  accepting 
a  professional  concept  to  its  practices. 
Instead  of  which  of  course,  we  men  in 
business  require  contact  within  the 
group,  with  other  business  men,  to  com- 
pare notes,  exchange  knowledge,  and 
broaden  the  "Ag.-Vet"  group's  in- 
fluence throughout  the  profession  in  a 
practical  manner,  instead  of  frighten- 
ing off  newcomers  from  the  group's 
meetings  in  just  the  same  way  that 
newly  qualified  pharmacists  are  dis- 
mayed at  what  they  find  at  Branch 
level.  What  about  a  practical  meeting? 

Brian  G.  Spencer 
Sutton  Coldfieid 

C.A.G.  Proposals 

Sir, — In  common  with  every  phar- 
macist and  no  doubt  our  negotiators 
also.  I  would  be  delighted  if  the  Gov- 
ernment were  to  accept  the  contract 
suggested  by  the  Chemists'  Action 
Group.  But  gentlemen,  having  ap- 
plauded your  aims,  I  feel  compelled 
to  write  one  more  letter  and  repeat  my 
original  question — How  would  you  pro- 
pose to  achieve  it?  By  what  action 
would  you  make  it  become  a  reality? 
It  is  an  important  question  please  let 
us  have  an  answer. 

T.  M.  Farr, 
Cleadon,  nr.  Sunderland 

Sir, — I  wish  to  refer  to  the  Chemists' 
Action  Group's  proposals  for  N.H.S. 
Contract  (C.  &  D.,  September  28,  p. 
308)    and    in    particular    to  notional 


salary  (c),  "the  notional  figure  c 
£2,200  agreed  at  present."  My  informc 
tion,  obtained  from  a  National  Phai 
maceutical  Union  representative  at 
public  meeting  of  owners  and  managei 
in  Hull  about  six  years  ago,  was  that 
In  arriving  at  the  2s.  3d.  dispensin 
fee,  the  value  of  the  pharmacist  wa 
calculated  at  "around  £1.100  a  year. 
As  "oncost"  has  been  savaged  thre 
times  since  then,  the  present  value  c 
the  pharmacist  must  be  "around  £95 
a  year."  I  was  sure  that  this  figure  w£ 
that  which  the  owners  were  prepare 
to  pay  managers  to  have  the  dispensin 
job  done.  I  cannot  imagine  that  th 
N.P.U.  negotiators  placed  that  val 
on  their  own  personal  services.  Wh£ 
salary  is  the  C.A.G.  prepared  to  pa 
to  have  the  job  done? 

C.  R.  Prince, 
Hull 

Sir, — The  letters  published  in  th 
C.  &  £>.,  September  28  (p.  308),  ind 
cale  that  the  baton  of  the  "Northe 
contingent"  has  passed  from  one  sha 
hand  to  another.  Mr  Farr  reluctantl 
bows  out  as  Mr.  Grosset  compulsive! 
scrapes  in.  Surely  an  unforgettabl 
piece  of  mistiming  for  them  both,  th 
reason  for  Mr.  Farr's  decision  nee 
not  be  pressed.  Whether  he  writes  agai 
or  not  is  a  matter  of  irrelevance.  M 
Grosset's  intention  not  to  burst  int 
print,  because  he  was  formerly  a  men 
ber  of  Council  is  strange.  I've  tried  t 
grasp  his  meaning  and  assume  that  h 
means  that  he  either  has  nothing  t 
say,  or  himself  prizes  a  degree  c 
secrecy.  As  a  past  member  of  t' 
Council  I  suppose  he  could  mea 
either.  Two  out  of  every  three  pha 
macists  are  not  the  slightest  bit  ir 
terested  in  what  is  happening  —  (s 
number  of  voting  papers  returned  fc 
the  last  four  Council  elections)  y 
until  Mr.  Grosset  stuck  his  neck  o 
only  one  pharmacist  had  asked  fc 
plans — Mr.  Farr.  He  was  offered 
private  reply  and  this  was  reasonabl 
It  is  absurd  of  Mr.  Grosset  to  di 
agree  over  this  and  then  to  rant  on  i 
terms  of  "ultimate  benefits,"  "etern: 
credits."  and  "total  memberships."  No 
that  statements  on  behalf  of  C.  A.  C 
have  been  made  public,  perhaps  w 
can  have  comments  from  people  who; 
style  singles  them  out  from  the  heel 
lers  who  have  but  garbled  knowledf 
of  current  events. 

R.  C.  Burke-Jones, 
Theydon  Bois, 
Essex 

PRESCRIPTION  POSE 

THERE  seems  to  be  a  dotted  "i"  i 
the  product  here  prescribed,  but  nor 
is  called  for  in  what  the  prescribe 
when  telephoned,  said  he  had  writte 
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Anticipating  the  Training  Levy 

The  setting  up  and  first  meeting  of  the  Distributive 
Industry  Training  Board  (see  C.  &  D..  September  28, 
p.  302)  prompts  the  questions  —  "Which  pharmaceutical 
retailers  and  wholesalers  will  be  affected  by  the  first 
levy  and  grants  scheme,  expected  in  about  a  year's 
time?",  and  "what  training  facilities  are  available  or 
planned  that  may  be  expected  to  attract  grants?" 

The  answer  to  the  first  question  will  depend  upon 
A'here  the  Board  draws  the  line  below  which  establish- 
ments are  excluded  from  the  scheme  (though  the  aim 
nust  be  eventually  to  include  all  establishments).  Most 
jxisting  boards  have  relied  upon  a  level  of  payroll 
is  the  criterion,  often  about  the  £5,000  a  year  mark, 
3Ut  the  Board  for  distribution  would  be  failing  in  its 
duty  if  it  does  not  set  the  level  so  as  to  include  a  major- 
ty  of  the  establishments  it  covers.  Since  three  to  four 
persons  are  estimated  to  be  employed  in  the  "average" 
ihop,  most  pharmacies  (estimated  "average"  three)  can 
)e  expected  to  come  within  the  Board's  scheme  from  the 
tart  —  and  statutory  registration  makes  them  easily 
dentifiable.  Whether  pharmacists,  as  well  as  non- 
)harmacists,  will  be  considered  as  in  need  of  "training" 
s  another  matter  and  that  will  have  to  be  decided  by 
he  Board  after  consultation  with  representatives  of  the 
)rofession.  Much  could  depend  upon  whether  an  indivi- 
lual  is  employed  mainly  on  professional  or  on  commer- 
:ial  duties. 

In  anticipation  of  the  need  to  establish  courses  for 
)harmacy  that  can  be  recognised  for  grant  purposes 
)y  the  Board,  the  Pharmacy  Assistants  Training  Board 
vas  set  up  in  1965.  Members  are  the  National  Pharma- 
eutical  Union,  the  Company  Chemists"  Association  and 

!he  Co-operative  Union,  with  observers  from  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society  of  Great  Britain  and  the  Guild  of 
Public  Pharmacists.  Although  little  has  been  heard  from 
he  Board  since  then,  work  has  been  proceeding  to  estab- 
Ssh  courses  in  conjunction  with  the  City  and  Guilds  of 
London  Institute.  A  City  and  Guilds  committee  has 
ompleted  work  on  a  syllabus  for  a  "dispensing  tech- 
lician"  course,  and  it  is  anticipated  that  details  will 
>e  published  in  the  near  future.  Because  of  the  obvious 
imitation  of  numbers  available  to  take  the  course  at 
ny  one  centre  the  Pharmacy  Board  is  understood  to 
le  looking  at  the  possibility  of  producing  a  corres- 
londence  course  for  the  new  certificate. 

At  the  junior  sales  level  there  has  been  active  dis- 
ussion  to  develop  a  special  pharmaceutical  version  of 
he  recently-introduced  Certificate  in  Retailing  of  the 
"ity  a.nd  Guilds  Institute.  That  certificate  is  designed 


to  produce  the  "universal  shop  assistant,"  but  some 
educationalists  have  stated  that  additional  pharmaceu- 
tical topics  could  easily  be  brought  in  as  the  "elective" 
subject  in  the  curriculum.  It  is  hoped  that  the  discussions 
will  also  reach  fruition  shortly.  There  are  already  in 
existence,  of  course,  the  training  conferences  organised 
by  the  N.P.U.  and  the  Union's  training  leaflets;  the 
multiple  chemists'  internal  schemes  and  a  few  day- 
release  courses.  Further  provisions  the  D.I.T.B.  might 
consider  include  the  setting  up  of  "group  training 
centres"  or  the  defraying  of  the  cost  of  sending  staff  on 
manufacturers'  training  courses. 

Although  the  first  levy  and  grant  scheme  is  still  at 
least  a  year  away,  those  who  have  not  already  done 
so  should  consider  now  their  provisions  for  statT  training. 
Mr.  G.  A.  Spencer  (D.I.T.B.  chairman)  has  indicated 
that  he  would  like  to  see  retrospective  grants  for 
training  schemes  started  before  the  levy  is  charged. 
Those  not  carrying  out  training  will  just  have  to  "pay 
up"  with  nothing  back  in  the  way  of  grant  —  there 
is  no  "opting  out."  On  the  other  hand,  those  electing  to 
train  should  find  their  rewards  not  only  in  the  grant  but 
in  the  till.  As  was  stated  at  a  recent  seminar  (see  p.  324) 
"Good  training  is  good  business." 

"Genning  Up''  on  Decimalisation 

The  importance  to  chemists  of  making  themselves  and 
their  assistants  familiar  with  the  new  decimal  coins  and 
the  problems  they  might  entail  before  D-Day  is  upon 
them  hardly  needs  to  be  emphasised. 

Up  and  down  the  country  sessions  are  being 
arranged  (under  the  general  umbrella  of  the  Retail 
Alliance),  at  which  assistants  can  drill  themselves  in 
handling  transactions  in  the  new  coinage  (C.  &  /)., 
September  21,  p.  272).  Seven  such  sessions  are  being 
organised  by  the  National  Pharmaceutical  Union  (one 
of  many  trade-association  members  of  the  Retail  Alli- 
ance). The  fact  that  the  N.P.U.  is  arranging  meetings  at 
seven  venues  might  indicate  that  it  will  also  be  organi- 
sing meetings  at  many  other  centres  throughout  the 
country.  That  is  not  so.  The  seven  are  part  of  the 
country-wide  scheme. 

Member  organisations  are  each  taking  responsibility 
for  the  detailed  organisation  of  an  appropriate  number 
of  the  total  of  demonstrations,  and  the  seven  N.P.U. 
sessions  are  the  quota  allotted  to  the  N.P.U.  to  super- 
vise. They  will  be  attended  by  local  members  of  other 
trading  associations  within  the  Alliance  and  in  the  same 
way  chemists  in  other  areas  will  be  open  to  attend  the 
demonstrations  put  on  for  the  Alliance  by  other  mem- 
ber associations. 

In  other  words,  chemists  should  arrange  to  attend 
the  Retail  Alliance  demonstration  geographically  most 
suited  to  them,  whether  it  is  organised  by  the  drapers, 
ironmongers,  radio  retailers  or  whatever.  Any  chemist 
who  gives  such  a  session  the  go-by  in  the  expectation 
that  his  own  trade  body  is  putting  on  a  similar  demon- 
stration in  his  area  at  a  later  date  will  find  that  he  has 
missed  the  bus.  He  may  find  himself  at  a  disadvantage 
compared  with  other  traders  or  may  lose  sales  because 
he  and  his  statT  are  not  handling  sales  with  the  facility 
they  might  have  acquired  by  taking  advantage  of  the 
opportunities  the  Retail  Alliance  is  providing. 

In  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  it  is  proposed  to 
give  about  a  fortnight's  prior  notice  of  each  event 
under  the  Coming  Events  heading  in  the  subsection 
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"Advance  Information,"  plus  a  definitive  entry  in  the 
week  preceding  that  in  which  the  event  takes  place. 

Overseas  Trade  in  Pharmaceuticals 

A  BIG  increase  in  the  value  of  imports  from  Western 
Germany  during  August  sent  the  import  bill  for  medi- 
cinal and  pharmaceutical  products  up  to  an  all-time 
high.  Out  of  a  total  of  £2.405,000  from  all  sources, 
the  imports  from  Western  Germany  cost  £1,046,000; 
from  Switzerland  and  the  United  States,  £214,000  each. 

August's  exports  of  pharmaceuticals  from  the  United 
Kingdom  at  £6,802,000  showed  a  little  improvement 
over  the  previous  month  but  July's  performance  was 


the  poorest  since  November  1967,  and  the  trend  c| 
diminishing  exports  during  the  summer  months  is  beitil 
repeated.  The  total  value  of  exports  of  division  54  of  tf  i 
Overseas  Trade  Accounts  (H.M.  Stationery  Office,  pric 
30s.)   was   £7,374,000   including   medicated  and  noi 
medicated  dressings  valued  at  £572,000. 

Australia  proved  to  be  the  largest  single  custom* 
during  August  with  shipments  valued  at  £456,000.  Tf 
Irish  Republic  had  products  to  the  value  of  £391, OC 
followed  closely  by  Japan  (£389,000).  In  Europe,  Swi 
zerland  was  the  largest  market  for  United  Kingdo; 
pharmaceuticals,  exports  to  that  country  being  valuf 
at  £300,000. 


EXPORTS 
Vitamins,  bulk 

products 

Antibiotics 

Pencillin,  bulk 

,,         injections,  tablets, 
„         ointments,  etc. 
other  antibiotics,  bulk 

,,  products 
Alkaloids,  bulk 

,,  products 
Hormones,  bulk 

products 

Glycosides 


£•000 
236 
58 


92 

736 
300 
717 
114 
16 
104 
532 
9 


£'000 

Organolherapeutic  glands,  *bulk  29 

products  7 

Sera  and  vaccines  198 

Aspirin,  bulk  37 

products  62 

Antihistamine  products  61 

Anlipaludics  products  55 

Barbiturates,  bulk  36 

products  34 

Ointments,  liniments*  76 

Surgical  dressings  572 


£'0( 

Sulphonamides,  bulk 

tablets 

other  products 
Proprietary  medicines 
Unclassified  medicines 
IMPORTS 
Vitamins 
Antibiotics 
Alkalo'ds 

Glycosides,  glands,  sera,  vaccines 
Proprietary  and  veterinary  medicines  1 ,3 
All  other  3 
*  not  specified  elsewhere 


1,9' 
1,2 

1 

2 
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Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Northern  Ireland 

MONTHLY  MEETING  OF  COUNCIL 


THE  Ministry  of  Home  Affairs  will  soon  have  to  look 
again  at  licensing  fees  and  their  apportionment  between 
the  Ministry  and  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Nor- 
thern Ireland,  according  to  a  letter  from  the  Ministry  read  at 
the  September  meeting  of  the  Society's  Council.  The  letter 
asked  for  the  Society's  proposals  but  Mr.  W.  Gorman 
(secretary)  said  the  Society  could  not  do  a  great  deal  until 
the  Society's  accounts  for  1967-68  were  printed. 

British  Pharmaceutical  Conference 

Reports  were  given  by  several  members  who  had  repre- 
sented the  Society  at  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference 
in  Birmingham.  Mr.  W.  H.  Boyd,  describing  the  Conference 
as  excellent,  paid  tribute  to  the  assistance  given  by  the 
organisers  to  the  Ulster  representatives.  Referring  to  next 
year's  conference  (which  is  to  be  held  in  Belfast)  Mr. 
Boyd  said  he  thought  accommodation  would  be  stressed  to 
the  utmost.  He  hoped  to  report  in  the  near  future  on  the 
programme  the  Conference  Arrangements  Committee  had 
set  out.  He  urged  all  members  of  the  Council  and  Society 
to  arrange  a  week's  holiday  at  that  time  so  that  they  would 
be  available  to  help  in  the  arrangements. 

Mr.  A.  N.  Morrison  said  that  the  Birmingham  confer- 
ence had  been  well  organised  and  the  Northern  Ireland 
Society  would  "have  to  pull  out  all  the  stops  to  emulate 
them."  Mr.  J.  Kerr  felt  the  Council  members  should  do 
all  in  their  power  to  encourage  members  of  the  Society 
to  help  in  the  conference.  The  President  (Mr.  B.  Flalley) 
congratulated  the  delegates  who  attended  the  Birmingham 
conference  remarking  that  they  had  done  an  "excellent 
job."  The  Council,  on  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Boyd,  agreed 
to  write  to  the  Northern  Ireland  Tourist  Board  thanking 
them  for  making  available  at  the  Birmingham  conference 
literature  about  facilities  in  Northern  Ireland. 

A  report  on  the  recent  conference  of  the  International 
Pharmaceutical  Federation  in  Hamburg  was  given  by 
Mr.  a.  G.  Campbell,  who  had  represented  the  Society. 
He  described  the  conference  attended  by  200  delegates 
as  "stimulating."  The  F.I.P.,  he  said,  was  a  Society  of 
national  societies  but  it  might  become  a  world  federation. 


It  was  agreed  to  send  a  message  of  condolence  to  tl 
relatives  of  the  late  Mr.  T.  L.  Bowyer,  a  former  examin 
to  the  Society. 

The  Council  approved  the  appointment  of  Miss  E.  Shei 
dan  as  an  assistant  in  the  Society's  office.  Mr.  GormE 
reported  that  the  Education  Committee  had  met  to  consid 
applications  from  two  young  graduates  —  Miss  Heath 
Elizabeth  Cameron,  Greenmount,  Ahoghill,  co.  Antri 
and  Miss  Eva  E.  Brown,  Hillview,  TuUynagee,  Lisban 
Comber,  co.  Down  —  for  registration  as  students.  Bo 
applicants  had  secured  pharmacies  in  which  to  do  the 
practical  training  and  had  taken  up  their  appointmen 
The  Council  agreed  that  both  applicants  be  registered 
students.  The  Society's  Seal  to  certificates  of  qualificatio 
for  Margaret  Isobel  Acheson,  Dorothy  Elizabeth  Grahar 
Peter  Anthony  Patrick  O'Hare,  Joan  Valerie  Fee,  Margar 
Anne  McCloy  and  Kathleen  Winifred  McNally  was  give 

The  annual  statement  of  the  Treasurer  for  the  year  end 
July  31,  1968  was  presented  and  adopted.  It  was  agre« 
to.  hold  the  annual  meeting  on  October  7,  at  7.45  p.m. 

Those  attending  included  the  vice-president  (Mr.  J.  Ker 
and  Messrs.  J.  Gordon,  J.  C.  Wellwood,  H.  G.  Campbe 
W.  Donaldson,  R.  G.  Macauley,  W.  H.  Boyd,  N.  A. 
Anderson,  W.  T.  Hunter,  A.  T.  Hardy,  M.  T.  McGread, 
J,  Davidson  and  A.  N.  Morrison. 

NEW  BOOKS 

Safer  and  More  Effective  Drugs 

S.    w.    GOLDSTEIN    (editor).    American  Pharmaceutic 
Association.  Academy  of  Pharmaceutical  Sciences,  22 
Constitution  Avenue,   N.W.,  Washington,  D.C.  2003 
U.S.A.  9|  x  6iin.  Pp.  x  +   186.  $6  (hard  covers),  $. 
(paper  bound). 

This  book  comprises  sixteen  papers  presented  at  a  syrr 
posium  on  "Factors  Related  to  the  Development  of  Safe 
and  More  Effective  Drugs"  at  the  third  national  meetin 
of  the  [American]  Academy  of  Pharmaceutical  Science; 
November  1967.  "rhe  topics  covered  range  from  design  o 
safer  drug  molecules  and  toxicity  testing,  through  pharma 
codynamics  and  formulation  to  analytical  chemistry  an< 
clinical  evaluation. 
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BRITISH  PHARMACEUTICAL  CONFERENCE  105th  MEETING  BIRMINGHAM  1968 
SECOND    PROFESSIONAL  SESSION 

Effect  of  Recent  Legislation 


ALBERT  HOWELLS  (President  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society) 


THE  White  Paper  on  Forthcoming 
egislation  on  the  Safety,  Quahty  and 
)escription  of  Drugs  and  Medicines 
iroadly  speaicing  accepted  many  of  the 
lociety's  principles  and  views,  and  in- 
leed  its  aims  appear  to  have  been 
/idely  noted,  both  in  Parhament  and 
outside.  The  Medicines  Bill,  which  gives 
;ffect  to  the  proposals  in  the  White 
'aper,  is  not  yet  on  the  Statute  Books 
.nd,  as  it  is  an  enabling  measure  the 
;ime  has  not  yet  come  for  fully  assess- 
ing its  effects  on  the  practice  of 
iharmacy;  all  that  can  be  done  at 
iresent  is  to  examine  some  of  the  Bill's 
jrovisions  and  indicate  their  implica- 
ions  and  probable  effects. 

inisters'  Responsibilities 

Most   important   innovation    in  the 
ill  from  the  legislative  point  of  view 
that  the  Health  Ministers  for  England 
nd   Wales,    Scotland,    and  Northern 
jreland    become    responsible    for  all 
anufacture,   compounding,   sale  and 
[upply,  advertising  and  pharmacopoeial 
Itandards  for   human   medicines,  and 
e  Ministers  of  Agriculture,  acting  with 
e  Health  Ministers,  become  respon- 
ble  for  animal  medicines  and  animal 
eding-stuffs    that    include  medicinal 
Toducts.  Hitherto,  with  a  few  excep- 
ons,  there  has   been   no  ministerial 
sponsibility    for   the    production  of 
ledicines    in    the    United  Kingdom, 
harmacists  now  come  under  the  con- 
ol  of  the  appropriate  Ministry  so  far 
the  supply   of   medicines   is  con- 
rned.  The  innovation  is  in  keeping 
ith  the  Society's  recommendation  to 
e  Interdepartmental   Working  Party 
Legislation   concerning  Medicines, 
d  does  not  diminish  the  professional 
thority  and  autonomy  of  the  Society. 
To  advise  the  Ministers  on  matters  of 
ministration,  a  Medicines  Commission 
being  set  up.  The  Commission  ap- 
:ars  to  have  powers  unparalleled  in 
e  British  Constitution  outside  of  Par- 
ment.    Its    size    has    not    yet  been 
nounced,  but   persons  having  wide 
d  recent  experience  in  the  practice 
pharmacy  and  of  the  pharmaceutical 
dustry  are  among  those  who  will  be 
pointed. 

Among  its  many  functions  the  Com- 
ission  will  make  recommendations  on 
e  appointment  of  expert  committees 
advise  the  licensing  authority  or  the 
mmission  on  sf>ecific  matters. 
The  Commission,  to  be  effective,  must 
ve  power  to  prohibit  the  manufacture 
any  medicinal  product  considered 
suitable  in  the  public  interest.  One 
y  in  which  that  may  be  achieved  is 
introducing  a  system  under  which 
would  be  an  offence  to  market  any 
dicine  without  a  licence.  That  would 
an  extension  of  the  powers  at  pre- 
t  held  by  the  Dunlop  Committee 
Safety  of  Drugs.  The  Council  of 
|e  Society  welcomes  the  Bill's  provi- 
ns  establishing  a  licensing  system 
th  proper   safeguards   (many  other 


countries  already  have  such  a  system). 

Before  any  medicinal  product  may  be 
marketed  in  future  in  the  United  King- 
dom, the  manufacturer  or  agent  or 
owner  of  the  product  rights  must  first 
hold  a  "product  licence."  To  prevent 
some  undesirable  products,  particularly 
certain  veterinary  products,  from  enter- 
ing the  country  unlicensed,  importation 
except  in  accordance  with  a  product 
licence,  will  be  prohibited.  Before  he 
can  manufacture  the  product  in  accor- 
dance with  the  specifications  in  the 
product  licence,  a  manufacturer  will 
also  require  a  "manufacturer's  licence  " 
whether  he  holds  the  product  licence 
or  is  acting  on  behalf  of  the  product 
licence  holder.  Similarly  every  whole- 
saler must  have  a  "wholesaler's  licence.  " 

First  categories  of  products  to  be 
licenced  will  be  new  products  marketed 
after  the  relevant  clauses  in  the  Bill 
come  into  effect.  Products  on  the  mar- 
ket, and  manufacturing  and  wholesale 
activities  carried  on  before  that  date, 
will  be  brought  gradually  within  the 
scope  of  licensing  by  means  of  "licences 
of  right."  Anyone  is  entitled  to  a  licence 
of  right  for  a  medicinal  nroduct  if, 
before  the  appointed  day,  information 
concerning  the  product  had  been 
generally  made  known  to  doctors  or 
other  practitioners  or  to  the  public,  or 
to  a  licence  of  right  for  manufacturing 
or  wholesale  dealings  if  the  product  had 
been  manufactured  or  sold  by  wholesale 
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within  the  preced- 
ing twelve  months, 
or  for  importing 
if  the  product  had 
been  imported 
within  two  years 
before  the  appoin- 
ted day. 

No  licence  will 
be  required  for 
medicines  dis- 
pensed in  accord- 
ance with  a  pre- 
scription in  a 
pharmacy,  hospital 
o  r  health-centre 
pharmace  uticai 
department,  by  or 
under  the  super- 
vision of  a  pharma- 
cist, or  for  any 
medicine  packed 
or  labelled  in  that  department. 
Nor  will  a  licence  be  required  for  com- 
pounding a  medicine  in  a  pharmaceu- 
tical department  according  to  the 
specifications  of  the  patient.  Finally, 
pharmacists  will  not  require  licences  to 
prepare  stocks  for  dispensing  purposes 
or  for  dispensing  a  medicine  in  accor- 
dance with  their  own  judgment,  provi- 
ded the  patient  is  present  at  the  time. 
That  is  an  important  development:  the 
pharmacist's  skill  and  judgment,  and  his 
right  to  counter-prescribe  medicines  are 
recognised  openly  for  the  first  time  and 
sanctioned   by  Parliament. 

Licensing  Criteria 

Factors  to  be  considered  when  apply- 
ing for  a  product  licence  include,  the 
safety  of  the  product,  its  efficacy  and 
quality,  together  with  facilities  for  en- 
suring uniform  quality.  Comparative 
efficacy  will  not  by  itself  be  taken  into 
account,  and  a  licence  will  not  be  re- 
fused on  grounds  of  price.  For  a 
manufacturer's  licence,  factors  include 
facilities,  equipment  and  qualifications 
of  persons  under  whose  supervision  the 
medicinal  products  are  to  be  prepared 
and.  for  a  wholesaler's  licence,  premises 
and  storage  facilities. 

Licences  may  be  suspended,  revoked 
or  varied,  but  will  otherwise  be  in 
force  for  five  years  before  needing  re- 
newal. 

One  effect  of  those  measures  will  be 
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that  pharmacists  making  their  own 
remedies  for  sale  over  the  counter 
will  be  able  to  apply  for  a  licence  of 
right  for  each  remedy,  but  must  even- 
tually conform  with  the  requirements 
of  a  product  licence  and  must  ensure 
quality  control.  Some  may  cease  to 
make  their  own  prepacked  counter 
lines,  but  those  who  continued  would 
know  that  they  are  conforming  to 
highly  professional  standards.  Counter 
prescribing  will  be  permissible  for  a 
person  attending  at  the  pharmacy, 
otherwise  a  prepacked  remedy,  for 
which  a  product  licence  and  a  manu- 
facturers licence  had  already  been 
issued,  may  be  supplied.  Manufacturers' 
and  wholesale  dealers"  facilities  and 
equipment  will  be  inspected  to  ensure 
sufficient  quality  control  and  adequate 
premises  and  storage  facilities.  Licences 
will  be  required  also  for  carrying  out 
clinical  trials  of  human  medicaments, 
and  a  product  licence  or  "animal  test 
certificate"  will  be  needed  for  testing 
the  effects  of  a  medicinal  product  on 
animals. 

Power  to  Refuse  Registration 

Under  the  Bill  existing  provisions  for 
registration  of  pharmacies  have  been 
modified  to  give  the  appropriate  Mini- 
ster power  to  refuse  registration  of 
premises  unsuitable  for  use  as  a  phar- 
macy. The  Bill  requires  notification  two 
months  before  registration  is  to  become 
elfective  (against  the  twenty-eight  days 
now  required  under  the  Society's  by- 
laws). Should  his  premises  be  con- 
sidered unsuitable,  the  applicant  may 
make  representation  to  the  Minister. 

Much  wider  powers  than  those 
currently  held  by  the  Home  Secretary 
and  Secretary  of  State  for  Scotland 
will  be  given  to  Ministers  to  regulate 
the  manner  of  dispensing  or  preparing 
medicinal  products  and  the  persons 
under  whose  supervision  it  must  be 
done.  For  the  first  time  in  the  United 
Kingdom  regulations  may  be  made  spe- 
cifying the  space  to  be  provided  in  any 
premises  for  persons  dispensing  or  pre- 
paring medicines,  separation  of  that 
space  from  the  remainder  of  the 
premises,  and  the  facilities  to  be  pro- 
vided   for    those    who    prepare  the 
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medicines.  Regulations  may  also  be 
made  laying  down  the  space  to  be 
provided  for  sale  and  supply  of  medi- 
cinal products,  for  the  accommodation 
of  members  of  the  public  for  whom 
medicines  are  being  prepared,  and  for 
the  storage  of  medicinal  products.  Other 
regulations  may  govern  sanitation, 
cleanliness,  temperature,  humidity  or 
other  factors  affecting  deterioration  or 
contamination,  and  may  prescribe  re- 
quirements governing  the  construction 
and  layout  of  premises  at  which  medi- 
cinal products  are  manufactured  and 
stored  or  from  which  they  are  sold, 
supplied  or  transported. 

The  effect  on  pharmacy  will  be  salu- 
tary, improvements  will  have  to  be 
made  to  those  regrettably  inadequate  or 
neglected  premises  that  in  the  past  have 
caused  great  concern  to  the  Council 
and  to  all  pharmacists  who  take  pride 
in  their  profession.  Infringement  or 
non-compliance  with  the  regulations 
will  render  a  person  liable  to  a  fine 
not  exceeding  £400,  and  the  Court  may 
then,  in  certain  circumstances,  dis- 
qualify the  premises  from  being  run 
as  a  pharmacy  for  a  period  up  to  two 
years,  though  an  application  may  be 
made  to  the  Court  after  not  less  than 
six  months  to  have  the  disqualificaion 
order  varied. 

"B"  Shops  Go  Out 

A  negative  effect  of  the  Bill  will  be 
the  disappearance  of  premises  (known 
as  "B"  shops)  owned  by  authorised 
sellers  of  poisons  but  registered  under 
section  1  of  the  Pharmacy  and  Medi- 
cines Act,  1941.  The  whole  of  the 
1941  Act  will  be  revoked,  as  will  the 
registration  section  of  the  Pharmacy 
and  Poisons  Act,  1933.  Instead,  every 
person  lawfully  conducting  a  retail 
pharmacy  business  will  have  to  register 
with  the  Society  only  those  shops  at 
which  the  sale  of  restricted  medicines 
—  or  more  accurately,  in  terms  of  the 
Bill,  medicinal  products  other  than 
medicinal  products  on  a  general  sale 
list  —  takes  place.  Those  shops  must, 
so  far  as  the  retail  sale  of  medicinal 
products  (whether  restricted  or  not)  is 
concerned,  be  under  the  personal  con- 
trol of  a  pharmacist.  Any  other  shop, 


CONFERENCE  WITHIN  A  CONFERENCE:  Members  frimi  iNorllKrn  Ireland  discuss  a  problem 
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owned  by  such  a  person,  from  whicf 
only  medicines  on  the  general  sale  lis 
are  sold,  need  no  longer  be  registered 
That  will  deprive  the  Society  of  som 
revenue  but  the  Council  consider  th 
new  state  of  affairs  more  satisfactor 
than  that  under  the  1941  Act.  Presen 
owners  of  "B"  shops  who  wish  to  con 
tinue  selling  Part  II  poisons  (such  a 
agricultural  and  horticultural  insecti 
cides  and  disinfectants)  must  apply  t 
be  entered  on  the  local-authority  lis] 
of  sellers  of  Part  II  poisons. 

The  aspect  of  the  Medicines  Bill  thai 
many  pharmacists  regard  as  the  mosl 
important  advance  affecting  pharmacf 
is  that  the  Government  has  accepteq 
that  medicines  are  different  from  othel 
articles  of  commerce,  and  require  conl 
trol     of     distribution.     During  th(| 
parliamentary  debates  on  the  Bil 
became  clear  that  both  Houses  conj 
sider  that  people  should  be  able  tcT 
obtain  quickly,  and  with  least  disturl 
bance     to     themselves     or  othersf 
medication  for  minor  ailments  or  dis 
comforts.  However,  the  public  —  o| 
perhaps  the  legislators  —  will  soonel 
or  later  have  to  decide  whether  thi 
convenience  of  self-medication  is  pr 
ferable  to  safety  with  drugs,  and  wh 
ther     the     advantage     of  obtaininj 
medicinal  products  from  a  pharmac 
justifies  the  inconvenience  that  may  b 
caused   or  the  slightly  greater  effo 
that  may  have  to  be  made. 

To    satisfy   the   public    need,  som 
medicines  (those  included  in  a  gener 
sales  list),  will  be  obtainable  from  shop 
other  than  pharmacies.  At  this  stag 
size  or  composition  of  the  general  sal 
list  is  not  known,  but  it  is  hoped  tha 
the  Ministers  will  act  with  cauion  an 
not  take  the  view  that  every  medicina 
substance  currently  available  withou 
restriction  is  necessarily  safe.  Whatev 
their  intentions  the  list  is  unlikely 
have  a  great  effect  on  retail  sales  fro 
pharmacies.  The  Ministers  have  als 
been  given  power  to  specify  what  medi 
cinal  products  may  be  sold  from  auto 
matic  vending  machines,  and  to  reg 
late  the  quantity  in  packs  offered  fo 
sale  in  that  way. 

"Supervision"  for  Non-poisons 

When  medicines  are  sold  from 
pharmacy  the  business,  so  far  as 
concerns  the  retail  sale  of  medicin 
products  (whether  in  the  general  sa 
list  or  not),  must  be  under  the  person 
control  of  a  pharmacist,  and  sales  c 
medicines  not  in  the  general  sales  li 
must  be  made  by  or  under  the  supei 
vision  of  a  pharmacist.  That  is  a 
extension  to  medicines  not  on  th 
general  sales  list  of  the  current  r 
quirements  for  poisons. 

The  Bill  prohibits  adulteration 
medicinal  products  and  the  sale  of  adu 
terated  medicines.  British  Pharmacc 
poeia,  British  Pharmaceutical  Code 
and  British  Veterinary  Codex  standar 
will  be  deemed  to  have  been  requeste 
when  products  are  asked  for  by  a  nam 
used  at  the  head  of  a  monograph 
one  of  those  books.  When  the  Eur 
pean  Pharmacopoeia  becomes  availabl 
its  monographs  may  be  given  precs 
dence  over  the  other  books  of  star 
dards. 

Regulations  concerning  labelling  wi 
ensure  that  products  are  correctly  de 
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bed  and  readily  identifiable,  and  that 
rning  is  given  of  any  danger;  false 
criptions  or  misleading  claims  are 
ihibited.  Those  provisions  replace 
lilar  ones  under  the  Food  and  Drugs 
L  The  Ministers  may  regulate  the 
terials  to  be  used  for  any  container, 
strength,  shape,  and  pattern, 
-oiour,  shape  and  distinctive  marks 
medicinal  products  may  be  laid 
|vn  (in  continuance  of  existing  legis- 
on). 

vertisement  Offences 

t  will  be  an  offence  to  issue  an 
ertisement  that  is  false  or  misleading 
includes  recommendations  inconsis- 
t  with  provisions  of  the  product 
nee.  It  will  similarly  be  unlawful  for 
lusiness  man  to  make  false  or  mis- 
ing  representations  about  any  medi- 
1  product  (also  a  continuance  of 
Food  and  Drugs  Act  provisions), 
re  controversial  is  the  provision  that, 
r  a  stipulated  date,  no  advertise- 
its  relating  to  medicinal  products  of 
articular  description  may  be  sent 
delivered  to  a  practitioner  unless 
i  a  data  sheet  or  unless  it  is  accom- 
f]  ied  by  a  data  sheet  (the  provision 
s  not  apply  if  a  data  sheet  has  been 
within  fifteen  months  before  the 
on  which  the  advertisement  was 
or  delivered).  Advertisements  and 
resentations  made  to  a  practitioner 
t  not  be  inconsistent  with  the  par- 
1  lars  contained  in  the  data  sheet.  The 
appears  to  be  to  prevent  the  medi- 


cal profession  from  being  flooded  wi!h 
lurid,  colourful  advertisements  of  new 
remedies  without  disclosing  details  of 
the  efficacy,  suitability  and  safety  of 
the  preparation.  Companies  are  not  re- 
quired to  send  such  data  sheets  to 
pharmacists,  but  it  was  hoped  that  they 
will  always  do  so.  Pharmacists  should 
be  kept  well  informed,  preferably  in  ad- 
vance of  doctors,  who  might  come  to 
them  to  seek  elucidation.  The  effect  will 
be  to  enhance  the  professional  standing 
of  the  pharmacist. 

Copyright  in  the  British  Pharma- 
copoeia is  being  transferred  to  the 
Crown  and  new  editions  will  be  pub- 
lished on  behalf  of  the  Medicines 
Commission.  The  Commission,  or  an 
expert  committee,  may  also  cause 
books  other  than  the  British  Pharma- 
copoeia to  be  published  containing 
relevant  information  on  medicinal 
substances.  In  practice  that  may  mean 
that  Ministers  can  take  over  publication 
of  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Codex, 
British  Veterinary  Codex,  British 
National  Formulary  and  Dental  Prac- 
titioners" Formulary,  but  that  should  not 
affect  the  practice  of  pharmacy. 

Treatment  of  Addicts 

The  effect  of  the  Dangerous  Drugs 
Act.  1967,  on  the  practice  of  pharmacy 
is  already  to  some  extent  known.  The 
Home  Secretary  has  made  orders  that 
have  mainly  affected  medical  practi- 
tioners. They  must  inform  the  Home 
Office  of  anyone  believed  to  be  addicted 


to  Dangerous  Drugs  and  may  no  longer 
prescribe  diamorphine  or  cocaine  for 
addicts,  except  to  alleviate  pain.  Treat- 
ment centres  have  been  set  up  and 
only  specially  licensed  practitioners  at 
those  centres  are  now  permitted  to  treat 
such  addicts.  Prescriptions  are  generally 
sent  direct  to  the  pharmacy  of  the 
addicts"  choice  and  may  be  dispensed 
on  a  daily  basis.  That  has  caused  some 
local  variation  in  operating  the  Regu- 
lations (for  example  in  some  areas 
treatment  centres  have  allowed  certain 
addicts,  regarded  as  trustworthy,  to 
handle  their  prescription  as  part  of  the 
treatment)  and  that  has  aroused  appre- 
hension in  some  pharmacists.  Whenever 
such  variations  occur,  pharmacists 
should  at  once  communicate  with  the 
physician  in  charge  at  the  treatment 
centre  so  as  to  elucidate  the  doctor"s 
wishes;  once  clarified,  those  wishes 
should  be  strictly  observed,  provided 
they  are  lawful,  although  it  would  be 
an  added  safeguard  if  a  letter  from 
the  treatment  centre  authorised  the 
pharmacist    to    proceed    as  indicated. 

Prevention  is  the  Aim 

Pharmacists  must  remember  that  the 
object  of  the  Act  is  to  prevent  the 
spread  of  drug  addiction.  To  that  end 
public  policy  is  to  arrest  indiscriminate 
and  thoughtless  over-prescribing  of 
certain  drugs  of  addiction  and  to  pre- 
vent an  organised  black  market  in  them 
from  being  established.  So  that  he  will 
not  be  induced  to  turn  to  illicit  supplies 
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of  his  drugs,  it  is  iioped  that  nothing 
will  be  done  to  undermine  the  addict's 
confidence  in  the  doctors  at  his  treat- 
ment centre. 

Consultation  has  been  going  on  as 
to  suitable  safes  and  cupboards  for  the 
safe  keeping  of  Dangerous  Drugs  and 
the  Home  Office  is  likely  to  issue  regu- 
lations so  soon  as  the  negotiations  have 
been  finished. 

Lawfully  Conducting  a  Pharmacy 

The  Medicines  Bill  deals  with  medi- 
cines as  such.  Pharmacists  owning 
pharmacies  are  no  longer  called  autho- 
rised sellers  of  poison  but  persons  law- 
fully conducting  a  retail  pharmacy 
business  —  a  more  realistic  description 
of  their  functions.  Poisons  used  in 
agriculture  and  horticulture  or  for  non- 
medicinal  purposes  will  continue  to  be 
controlled  under  the  Pharmacy  and 
Poisons  Act  by  means  of  the  Poisons 
List  Order  and  Poisons  Rules.  Pharma- 
cists will  continue  to  be  authorised  to 
sell  Part  I  poisons  and  local  authorities 
will  keep  a  list  of  sellers  of  Part  II 
poisons  in  their  area. 

Discussion  of  recent  notifications 
concerning  proposed  changes  in  the 
Poisons  Rules  has  led  to  various  pro- 
posals being  modified  or  not  yet  being 
implemented.  That  has  caused  confusion 
among  pharmacists,  especially  as  some 
of  the  proposals  had  been  incorporated 
in  the  Poisons  Rules,  1968.  No  system 
is  perfect,  but  on  the  whole  it  is  better 
that  pharmacists  and  the  industry  re- 
ceive prior  warning  of  impending 
changes  than  that  they  be  faced  with  a 
fail  accompli.  The  Home  Office  might 
consider  publication  of  cumulative  trade 
notes  to  keep  pharmacists  informed 
which  proposals  it  was  still  intended  to 
implement,  and  which  had  quietly  been 
dropped. 

Parliament  has  recently  decided  that 
family  planning  facilities  shall  become 
available,  under  Part  III  of  the  National 
Health  Service  Act,  1946,  as  part  of  the 
National  Health  Service.  Hitherto  it 
has  been  held  that  the  prescribing  of 
oral  contraceptives  as  part  of  the  ser- 
vices provided  by  the  Executive  Coun- 
cils for  contraceptive  purposes  was  not 
treatment  but  was  prescribing  for  social 
purposes,  and  payment  has  not  been 
allowed.  Now  local  authorities  can 
make  a\ ailalile  a  famil\   planning  ser- 


vice under  Part  II  of  the  Act.  Usually, 
local  authorities  have  in  the  past  issued 
prescriptions  for  the  local  welfare 
services  provided,  and  those  have  been 
dispensed  by  chemist  contractors.  Many 
family  planning  clinics,  however,  set 
up  outside  the  Health  Service,  were 
already  dispensing  oral  contraceptives. 
The  Poisons  Board  has  indicated  that 
such  dispensing  would  be  allowed  to 
continue.  The  Society  considers  that, 
if  that  be  done,  the  conditions  under 
which  oral  contraceptives  are  dispensed 
must  be  no  less  stringent  than  those 
applying  to  dispensing  in  hospitals  or 
clinics.  Similar  provisions  apply  for 
Scotland  under  the  Health  Services  and 
Public  Health  Act,  1968. 

In  that  Act,  it  has  been  decided  that 
local  authorities  shall  not  provide  a 
Part  IV  pharmaceutical  service  at  local 
health  centres  unless  it  was  being  pro- 
vided before  March  22,  1968,  but  that 
the  service  should  be  provided  by 
chemist  contractors.  The  Act  also  makes 
the  important  provision  that  powers 
exercisable  in  relation  to  a  patented 
invention  under  Section  46  of  the 
Patents  Act,  1949,  by  a  Government 
department  or  person  authorised  by  a 
Government  department,  shall  include 
power  to  make,  use,  exercise,  and  vend 
the  invention  for  the  production  or 
supply  of  drugs  or  medicines  required 
for  the  provisions  of  pharmaceutical 
services  under  Part  IV  of  the  National 
Health  Service  Act,  and  for  general 
medical  or  general  dental  services.  The 
effect  is  that  the  controversial  patent 
protection  for  drugs  supplied  under  the 
N.H.S.  will  no  longer  apply  for  the 
services  provided  by  Executive  Councils 
in  situations  where  the  Minister  makes 
a  statutory  instrument.  The  Minister 
had  indicated  that  he  will  not  use  his 
powers  if  a  mutual  arrangement  could 
be  found  by  negotiation.  Exercise  of 
the  power,  if  it  became  widespread, 
could  have  serious  consequences  for  the 
development  of  new  drugs  in  the  United 
Kingdom,  but  the  Minister  has  said  he 
is  unlikely  to  make  frequent  use  of  it. 

Measures  of  Metrication 

The  Weights  and  Measures  Act,  1963, 
empowered  the  Minister  of  Health  and 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
to  make  regulations,  after  July  31, 
1968.  prohibiting  the  use  of  apothecary 


EXILES  RETURN:  A  sroup  i>f  fx-Birniiimlnaiii-trained  pharmacists  seen  looking  at  photographs 
of  student  days  at  the  Birmingham  ('(iliege  of  Technology  (now  Aston  University),  when  they  met 
at  the  Conference  ball  on  Friday  evening. 


or  imperial  weights  and  measures.  F 
some  time  there  have  been  indicati- 
that  Government  policy  is  along  the 
lines.  Formulations  in  the  B.P.,  B.P 
and  B.N.F.  have  now  been  adjusted 
metric  terms,  and  the  new  editions 
those    books,    operative    from  Mai 
1969,  will  contain  formulations  only 
terms  of  metric  weights  and  measur 
It    is    believed    that    the  Minister 
Health  will  shortly  be  making  ord( 
setting  forth  the  equivalents  in  ter 
of  metric  weights  and  measures  tl 
must  be  used  when  apothecary  qu 
titles  are  prescribed  or  demanded. 

If  a  simple  conversion  were  used 
would  be  likely  that  bottles  of  medi( 
ments  would  not  be  completely  till 
and  experience  has  shown  that  that 
not  acceptable  to  the  patient.  Soi 
rationalisation  of  quantities  has  had 
be  agreed  to,  and  the  Council  of  1 
Society  has  asked  that,  when  the  nec 
sary  statutory  instruments  are  mai 
the  scheme  sanctioned  will  alli 
rational  quantities  to  be  supplied  a 
that  it  shall  apply  alike  to  N.H 
dispensing,  private  dispensing,  and 
sale  and  supply  of  medicaments 
general. 

Provision  will  probably  be  made 
a  series  of  change-over  dates  aftecti 
manufacturers,    wholesalers,  and 
tailers,    but   they   will    apply,  not 
dispensing,  but  only  to  the  sale  a 
supply  of  drugs. 


"Fundamental"  Effect  on  Pharmac} 

The  effect  on  the  practice  of  ph 
macy  is  going  to  be  fundamental 
once  pharmacists  become  used  to 
new  weights  and  measures  they 
unlikely  to  experience  any  difficulty  a 
will  feel  the  benefit  of  the  change  w' 
metric  coinage  becomes  operative 
1971.  Doctors,  however,  may  be  exp 
ted  to  continue  prescribing  in  terms 
apothecary  weights  and  measures,  a 
the  hope  is  that  the  Ministry  will  ma 
available  to  pharmacists  a  rea( 
conversion  calculator  that  will  bi 
give  metric  equivalents  for  apothec; 
and  imperial  weights  and  volumes,  £ 
indicate  the  rational  number  of  do 
and  volume  to  be  dispensed  agai 
prescriptions  written  in  the  old  ten 
The  Department  of  Pharmaceuti 
Sciences  has  already  designed  £ 
offered  to  the  Health  Departments 
suitable  pocket  calculator. 

The  Trade  Descriptions  Act.  19 
extends  requirements  concerning  n 
leading  statements  and  advertiseme 
to  general  goods  sold  or  kept 
supply  in  pharmacies.  Fines  up  to  £■ 
may  be  imposed  on  conviction  in 
magistrates"  court  (many  of  the  pi 
visions  are  already  in  force  under  oti 
enactments).  Marking  goods  with  fa 
price  reductions  is,  it  should  be  not 
now  illegal. 

Finally,  an  Act  was  recently  pas^ 
controlling    supply    of    hearing  ai 
Many  have  been  giving  advice  on  a 
supplying   hearing   aids  to  customs 
and  the  Council  of  the  Society  has 
ways  felt  that  the  function  was  mu 
open  to  abuse  and  exploitation  of 
affected  person.  In  general  it  has 
vised  pharmacists  not  to  take  part 
testing,  fitting  or  supplying  hearing  ai 
Now  Parliament  has  taken  the  matt 
step  further  and  set  up  a  Hearing 
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unci!  that  will  become  the  registration 
dy  for  supplies  of  hearing  aids.  The 
mmon  factor  running  through  those 
vs  and  regulations  has  been  the  im- 
)vement  of  services  available  to  the 
blic  and  protection  of  the  people. 

the  past  pharmacists  have  been 
en  certain  privileges  and  responsi- 
ities.  Those  have  not  been  dimin- 
ed,  despite  close  and  sometimes 
tical  scrutiny  by  Parliament.  It  now 
nains  for  pharmacists  and  the  phar- 
ceutical  industry  to  show  that  they 
lingly  accept  their  responsibilities 
1  will  continue  to  provide  the  service 
1  protection  the  country  expects. 

dex  Not  "Given  Away" 

The  discussion  was  opened  by  Mr. 
R.  Baldry,  Nottingham,  who  asked 
ether  the  Society  would  lose  finan- 
lly  through  "giving  away"  publica- 
n  of  the  British  Pharmacopoeia  and 
itish  Pharmaceutical  Codex.  Mr. 
WELLS,  replied  that  at  the  present 
ge  the  effects  were  not  known.  Pub- 
ition  had  been  taken  away  by  the 
t — the  Society  was  unlikely  to  give 
'thing  away. 

Ar.  J.  T.  Mearns,  Bath,  was  told 
t   nothing    in    the    Medicines  Bill 
ught  under  control  either  the  num- 
or  distribution  of  outlets  for  medi- 
es.   Where   control    of  distribution 
;  referred  to  it  meant  decision  on 
2ther  a  medicine  should  be  distri- 
ed  or  not.  Mr.  D.  N.  Gore,  Dorking, 
linded   Mr.   Howells   that   he  had 
i  a  licence  was   not   required  for 
npounding  a  medicine  "according  to 
specifications  of  the  patient"'  and 
ed  for  further  information.  He  was 
I  the  phrase  referred  to  a  family 
ipe  handed  in  by  a  customer. 
4iss  J.  Parker  asked  v\hat  arrange- 
its  had  been  made  for  inspection 
licensing  of  medicines  originating 
:ountries  that  did  not  admit  foreian 
)ectors.  Mr.  L.  Pr(e.st  replied  that 
answer  was  not  yet  known:  it  would 
a  matter  for  the  Minister  to  decide. 
.    H.    S.    Grainger    (Council  of 
ope),  Strasbourg,  said  that  the  prob- 
had  been  considered  by  the  Euro- 
n  Economic  Community,  which  was 
he  final  stages  of  settling  a  licens- 
agreement  whereby  inspection  in 
country  would  be  accepted  by  the 
:rs.   E.F.T.A.   countries   were  con- 
ring  coming  to  a  similar  arrange- 
it.  Several  Council  of  Europe  coun- 
i  had  drafted  similar  legislation,  the 
i  for  it  would  greatly  increase  with 
establishment  of  the  International 
rmacopoeia. 

Ir.  S.  G.  Bubb,  Bournemouth, 
ited  out  that,  whereas  a  trained  but 
ualified  pharmacy  assistant  would 
prohibited  from  selling  items  such 
no's  Fruit  Salt,  aspirin  and  Milk  of 
;nesia  in  the  absence  of  a  pharma- 
no  such  prohibition  would  apply 
grocer's  assistant.  Was  that  anom- 
likely  to  be  resolved? 
R.  Priest  replied  that  the  terms 
)ervision  of  a  pharmacist"  and 
Jer  personal  control"  had  not  yet 
I  defined  by  the  Courts  under  the 
legislation.  Whether  the  present 
ig  as  applied  to  the  Pharmacy  and 
ons  Act  would  apply  to  the  new 
had  yet  to  be  resolved.  He  believed 
ould.  The  wording  of  the  new  Bill 


was  the  same  as  that  applying  to 
poisons.  It  was  correct  to  say  that 
pharmacists  would  be  at  a  disadvan- 
tage compared  with  grocers,  but  phar- 
macists as  professional  men  shouldered 
certain  responsibilities.  TTiey  must  be 
prepared  to  carry  those  responsibilities. 

Dr.  W.  G.  Thomas,  Hoddesdon.  won- 
dered whether  the  requirements  on 
clinical  trials  might  not  damage  the 
exporting  capabilities  of  the  pharma- 
ceutical industry.  The  industry  was  now 
an  international  undertaking  and  clini- 
cal trials  were  often  carried  out  in 
foreign  countries.  How  would  the 
licensing  authority  deal  with  trials 
carried  out  overseas?  Did  it  have  the 
authority  to  take  them  into  account 
in  assessing  a  drug? 

Mr.  C.  C.  Stevens,  Congleton.  Ches, 
said  that  the  problem  had  been  con- 
sidered by  the  Government,  which  was 
drafting  amendments  to  allow  the  evi- 
dence of  overseas  trials  to  be  admitted 
until  trials  had  been  carried  out  in  this 
country.  Certain  drugs,  of  course,  could 
only  be  given  a  clinical  trial  abroad,  as 
the  disease  treated  v\as  not  present  in 
the  United  Kingdom.  He  did  not  think 
exports  would  be  harmed.  A  special 
allowance  would  be  provided  for 
reputable  manufacturers  who  had  ade- 
quately considered  the  safety  factors. 

How  Big  a  List? 

Mr.  a.  G.  Reed,  Leeds,  thought  the 
Society  should  be  concerned  with  keep- 
ing the  general  sales  list  as  small  as 
possible.  Mr.  Howells  replied  that  the 
Society's  starting  point  had  been  that 
there  should  be  no  general  sales  list  at 
all.  It  could  not  yet  be  known  how- 
big  that  list  would  be  as  the  Medi- 
cines Commission  had  not  yet  been 
set  up. 

Mrs.  E.  Lucas-Smith,  Slough,  sup- 
ported Mr.  Bubb.  A  customer  could 
be  refused  a  medicine  on  the  general 
sales  list  at  a  pharmacy  and  go  next 
door  to  the  newsagent  and  buy  it.  The 
recognition  in  the  Medicines  Bill  of  the 
legality  of  counter  prescribing  was  in 
pharmacists'  favour,  but  the  patient 
must  first  be  in  the  pharmacy  in  order 
for  counter  prescribing  to  be  possible. 
What  happened  in  the  case  of  a  sick 
child  or  elderly  person  unable  to  come 
to  the  pharmacy?  It  should  be  possible 
for  the  pharmacist  to  make  up  his  own 
preparations  to  be  given  out  over  the 
counter  in  such  a  case.  Mr.  Howells 
replied  that,  if  the  patient  were  not 
present,  a  ready-made  licensed  prepara- 
tion must  be  given  out.  Few  would 
wish  to  diagnose  for  a  patient  not  pre- 
sent in  person.  A  pharmacist  was  not 
forbidden  to  recommend  a  remedy. 

Another  member  pointed  out  that,  in 
the  Pharmacy  and  Medicines  Act.  1941. 
any  means  of  recommendation  had 
been  forbidden:  the  Medicines  Bill 
allowed  (with  certain  reservations) 
word-of-mouth  recommendation. 

Mr.  Priest  agreed.  The  difi'erence 
was  probably  due  to  administrative 
difficulties.  The  Trade  Descriptions 
Act  did  not  allov\  recommendations  by 
word  of  mouth. 

Mr.  J.  O.  Bond,  Somerset,  asked 
whether  a  pharmacist  taking  over  a 
licensed  pharmacy  would  need  to  have 
it  re-registered  in  his  own  name  with 
the  now  increased  notice  period  of  two 


months.  Mr.  Howei  i  s  said  the  answer 
v\as  not  yet  known.  In  certain  circum- 
stances it  would  probably  not  be  neces- 
sary. 

Mr.  a.  Chamings,  Brighton,  ob- 
jected to  the  indiscriminate  use  of  the 
words  drugs  and  medicines.  Mr.  J.  A. 
Myers  objected  to  the  presidents'  state- 
ment that  the  size  of  the  general  sales 
list  was  not  likely  to  have  a  great 
effect  on  retail  pharmacies.  He  sug- 
gested that  7  or  8  per  cent,  of  the  turn- 
over of  a  large  pharmacy  was  "a  lot 
of  money." 

Mr.  K.  W.  Yolungs,  Somerset, 
asked  if  it  was  the  intention  of  the  Act 
that  sales  should  be  made  entirely 
through  licensed  channels.  Some  veter- 
inary sales  were  made  via  the  "back 
of  the  representative's  car."  If  his  shop 
was  to  be  licensed  then  he  wanted  the 
"back  of  the  car"  to  be  similarly 
treated.  Mr.  Howells  agreed. 

Dr.  E.  J.  Shellard  asked  if.  having 
received  a  licence  for  a  product,  the 
pharmacist  would  have  to  submit  evi- 
dence of  "quality  control."  Mr.  Priest 
pointed  out  that  the  public  would  ex- 
pect to  get  as  good  a  medicine  from 
the  pharmacist  as  from  a  manufac- 
turer. At  the  moment  it  was  not  known 
how  much  or  when  or  what  would  be 
required  in  the  way  of  control  sys- 
tems. 

Mr.  S.  Blum,  London,  was  told  by 
Mr.  Priest  that  the  wholesaler's 
licence  was  to  ensure  the  non- 
deterioration  of  goods  passing  from 
manufacturer  to  retailer.  The  Minister 
was  likely  to  want  to  know  the  details 
of  storage  conditions.  To  another  ques- 
tion Mr.  Priest  pointed  out  that,  under 
the  new  Act.  the  premises  would  need 
to  be  registered  if  restricted  medicines 
were  sold.  If  on  other  premises  general 
sale  products  only  were  sold,  then  no 
licence  or  registration  was  necessary. 
The  current  part-B  registration  would 
no  longer  apply. 

Mr.  Priest  also  explained  to  Mr.  J. 
R.  Phillips,  Bournemouth,  that  the 
new  Act  would  have  no  effect  on  the 
powers  of  the  Statutory  Committee. 

The  position  of  buying  groups  was 
raised  by  Mr.  M.  E.  James,  Southend- 
on-Sea.  Mr.  Howells  said  that  he 
assumed  a  wholesaler's  licence  would  be 
required  in  such  circumstances. 

Ho.spitals  Not  Controlled 

When  Dr.  Brown  said  it  seemed  a 
pity  that  the  Bill  would  not  control 
manufacture  or  compounding  in  hospi- 
tals, Mr.  Stevens  pointed  out  that 
hospitals  were  Crown  property.  The 
Ministry  regarded  inspection  as  a  dero- 
gation of  Crown  right,  and  there  were 
unlikely  to  be  any  changes.  The  Minis- 
ter had  made  it  clear  that  standards 
would  be  imfhjsed  in  hospitals.  Much 
had  been  made,  \sent  on  Mr.  Stevens, 
of  the  right  given  to  pharmacists  to 
counter  prescribe.  He  warned  pharma- 
cists of  the  dangers  of  undertaking  the 
responsibilities  of  medical  men. 

Mr.  T.  D.  Clarke,  Manchester,  con- 
sidered it  vitally  important  that  private 
hospitals  were  subject  to  control  under 
the  new  Act,  and  Mr.  J.  R.  E.  Shel- 
ley, Newport,  made  the  comment  that 
there  was  no  provisions  for  the  licen- 
sing of  doctors'  disp>ensaries.  Tliey  cer- 
tainly were  not  Crown  property. 
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Animal  Feed  Supplements 

POSSIBLE  USE  OF  NON-PROTEIN  NITROGEN 


GROWTH-promotion  agents  and  che- 
mical feed  replacements  were  among 
subjects  considered  at  a  meeting  of 
the  Agriculture  and  Veterinary  Group 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great 
Britain,  recently,  when  members  visited 
the  home  farm  of  Imperial  Chemical 
Industries,  Ltd.,  Alderley  Park,  Ches. 

Twenty  Years  of  Progress 

More  than  sixty  members  of  the 
Group  from  widely  ditTering  parts  of 
England,  Scotland  and  Wales  sat  on 
bales  of  straw  and  heard  Mr.  Norman 
Black,  veterinary  surgeon,  begin  the 
afternoon  "demonstration"  by  pointing 
out  that  mineral  supplements  in  ani- 
mal feedstuffs  had  come  a  long  way 
during  the  past  twenty  years.  Increased 
sophistication  of  formulation  had  kept 
pace  with  increasing  knowledge  of  the 
mineral  requirements  of  livestock. 
Modern  mineral  supplements  were 
highly  specific.  For  example,  cattle 
formulations  were  low  in  calcium  con- 
tent because  it  has  been  shown  that 
excess  lime  was  damaging  to  fertility. 
A  product  with  a  higher  lime  and 
vitamin-D  content  was  offered  to  beef 
cattle  and  sheep,  whilst  magnesium- 
rich  supplements  were  specially  pro- 
duced for  cattle  and  sheep  in  hypomag- 
nesaemic  areas.  The  special  require- 
ments of  pigs — low  calcium  and  the 
presence  of  zinc  plus  vitamin  B^.  in 
addition  to  vitamins  A  and  D — were 
available  nowadays,  and  poultry  had 
their  special  demands  catered  for  (high 
calcium,  manganese  and  "almost  every 
other  known  vitamin  you  care  to  men- 
tion'"). However,  that  was  not  to  say 
that  the  many  problems  of  mineral 
supplementation  had  been  solved. 
Many  popular  misconceptions  per- 
sisted. Grass  staggers  could  be  suc- 
cessfully prevented  by  the  use  of  a 
magnesium-rich  supplement  during  the 
two  danger  periods  of  the  year  (April 
to  lune  and  October  to  February). 
Some  farmers  gambled  by  not  using 
the  supplement,  using  it  intermittently, 
or  taking  little  trouble  to  ensure  that  all 
animals  took  their  requirements  every 
day.  Others  depended  on  an  oral  pre- 
paration for  which  the  life  span  had 
been  claimed  to  be  about  six  weeks 
for  a  condition  that  might  arise  at  any 
time  during  a  period  of  more  than 
twenty-five  weeks. 

Elements  in  the  mineral  field  had 
come  in  for  their  share  of  mystical 
regard,  most  of  them  "in  that  vast 
sea  of  conjecture,  mystery  and  pathetic 
hope — the  field  of  infertility." 

Dr.  S.  T.  Jaggers  (biological  re- 
search department,  I.C.I.  pharmaceLi- 
ticals  division)  suggested  that  the 
natural  control  of  growth  and  body 
composition  was  exceedingly  complex 
but  some  hypotheses  might  be  sug- 
gested "at  the  hormonal  level."  Thyro- 
xine could  act  as  a  growth  promotor 
and  alter  body  composition  as  could 
androgenic  sex  hormones.  Oestrogenic 
sex  hormones  had  a  more  complicated 
action  in  that  they  were  growth  promo- 
tors  and  carcase  fat  depressors  in 
ruminants  but  in  man  the  net  effect  of 


oestrogen  administration  was  an  earlier 
cessation  in  growth.  The  effects  of  other 
hormones  may  be  mediated  to  some 
extent  through  efl'ects  on  growth  hor- 
mone. 

Dr.  a.  W.  Broome  then  discussed  the 
use  of  non-protein  nitrogen  in  animal 
feeds.  He  pointed  out  that  ruminants 
had  little  or  no  dietary  needs  for  spe- 
cific amino-acids  because  the  rumen 
micro-organisms  could  utilise  simple 
nitrogen  compounds  to  synthesise  pro- 
tein, which  subsequently  became  avail- 
able to  the  host  animal.  Dr.  Broome 
described  the  reactions  of  nitrogen 
compounds  in  the  rumen  and  indicated 
how  protein  or  non-protein  nitrogen 
might  be  broken  down  into  ammonia, 
then  re-synthesised  into  bacterial  and 
protozoal  protein.  The  general  con- 
clusion from  theoretical  considerations 
was  that  non-protein  nitrogen  should 
be  capable  of  serving  the  same  func- 
tion as  much  of  the  protein  in  rumen 
diets.  Urea  was  the  most  commonly 
used  of  such  materials.  When  it  was  fed 
at  a  single  meal  each  day  the  level  of 
ammonia  in  rumen  rose  to  a  peak  at 
about  one  hour  and  declined  to  a  base 
level  after  3-4  hours.  The  conversion 
of  ammonia  into  protein  by  the  rumen 
micro-organisms  was  an  energy-con- 
suming process.  Diets  providing  energy 
slowly  to  the  rumen  micro-organisms 
could  therefore  be  expected  to  support 
only  low  levels  of  protein  synthesis 
whilst  those  providing  energy  rapidly 
would  support  much  greater  utilisa- 
tion of  non-protein  nitrogen.  Because 
urea  was  so  rapidly  hydrolysed  to 
ammonia  in  the  rumen  it  should,  for 
efficient  utilisation,  be  fed  in  conjunc- 
tion with  a  readily  available  source  of 
energy.  Starch  was  generally  considered 
the  best  source  of  energy  for  that  pur- 
pose with  sugars  and  cellulose  some- 
what inferior.  There  was  also  the 
problem  of  frequency  of  feeding  in 
order  to  keep  the  rumen  fermentation 
system  operating  at  maximum  effici- 
ency lor  twenty-four  hours  a  day  and 
the  problem  of  length  of  the  feeding 
period.  Both  were  the  subject  of  cur- 
rent investigations.  One  of  the  strik- 
ing facts  to  emerge  from  the  examina- 
tion of  literature  concerning  the  effects 
of  non-protein  nitrogen  on  animal  per- 
formance, and  the  economics  of  animal 
production,  was  the  almost  complete 
lack  of  critical  and  carefully  costed 
large-scale  farm  trials  to  indicate  how 
the  use  of  non-protein  nitrogen  affected 
animal  performance  and  the  economics 
of  animal  nroduction,  in  United  King- 
dom conditions.  The  I.C.I,  research 
team  was  preparing  to  carry  out,  with 
other  organisations,  such  large-scale 
commercial  investigations  in  two  units. 
His  company  was  hoping  to  set  up 
another  experiment  at  its  home  farm. 

Veterinary  Research 

During  the  evening  session  Dr.  A. 
Spinks  (deputy  chairman  of  the  phar- 
maceutical division  and  a  research 
director)  addressed  the  group.  He  had 
been  asked  he  said,  to  talk  about 
veterinary  research  in  the  light  of  the 


Medicines  Bill  but  he  was  not  a  docto 
a  veterinary  surgeon,  a  lawyer  or 
Member  of  Parliament,  and  he  ther 
fore  concentrated  more  on  research  th; 
on  medicine  or  the  Bill.  As  a  researcl 
based  division,  he  and  his  team 
by  the  invention  and  sale  of  nov 
human  and  animal  drugs.  About  i 
per  cent,  of  the  company's  sales  hi 
come  from  drugs  of  their  own  inve 
tion.  When  the  Veterinary  Produc 
Safety  Precautions  Scheme  had  het 
introduced  the  company  was  alreac 
doing  thorough  toxicity  tests  on  vete 
inary  and  human  drugs,  controllir 
their  quality  comparably  and  studyir 
residues  of  veterinary  drugs  in  edib 
tissues.  The  main  effect  of  the  scherr 
was  that  they  "wrote  it  all  up  at  greatc 
length  and  more  systematically,  an 
prepared  a  good  many  more  copies  c 
it."  Nevertheless  they  welcomed  th 
formation  of  the  scheme  and  of  th 
"Dunlop"  committee,  believing  th 
public  safety  should  be  safeguarde 
by  drug  registration  procedures  of  th 
type,  which  should,  moreover,  have  th 
force  of  law.  They  also  believed  th 
veterinary,  as  well  as  farmer,  produci 
should  be  controlled,  and  that  sue 
control  should  cover  quality  as  we 
as  safety.  They  therefore  welcomed  th 
registration  provisions  of  the  Medicin« 
Bill.  It  would  be  a  sad  result  if  th 
introduction  of  the  new  system  cause 
delays  and  frustrations  similar  to  thos 
now  customary  in  Washington  or  Paris 

Concentration  of  the  Industry 

Another  possible  effect  of  the  Med 
cines  Bill  was  that  the  legal  obligatio 
to  carry  out,  or  to  have  carried  oui 
complex  expensive  toxicological  am 
bio-chemical  studies  would  still  furthe 
to  accelerate  concentration  of  the  in 
dustry  into  a  few  large  companies.  Man 
other  pressures,  however,  favoured  sue 
acceleration.  One  was  the  increasin 
complexity  of  drugs  and  of  drug  action 
Another  was  the  increasing  sophistics 
tion  of  the  customer,  whether  doctoi 
farmer,  pharmacist  or  veterinary  sui 
geon.  The  seller  must  provide  product 
and  technical  service  that  would  satis 
fy  the  customer's  increasing  expecta 
tions,  and  that  was  difficult  for  th 
small  company.  However,  the  majo 
pressure  towards  increased  size  wa 
the  increasing  difficulty  and  cost 
drug  discovery.  The  "entrance  fee  an( 
annual  subscription  of  the  drug  in 
ventors'  club"  were  becoming  alarm 
ingly  high.  The  total  expenditure  b 
research  units  on  pathological  toxi 
cology  and  on  drug  metabolism  am 
toxicological  biochemistry  was  nearl 
£250,000  annually,  but  no  compan; 
should  try  to  introduce  new  drug' 
without  adequate  research  effort  if 
those  fields.  A  small  company  clearl 
could  not  afford  them.  Research-dat 
processing  and  clinical-trial  data  pro 
cessing  both  required  expensive  com 
puter  facilities.  Adequately  efficien 
and  quick  checks  on  chemical  struc 
tures  demanded  advanced  mass  spec 
trometric  and  nuclear  magnetic  reson 
ance    facilities    as    well    as   the  olde 
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lysical    methods.    Such  specialised 
cilities,  and   more   familiar  services 
ch  as  library,  workshops  and  so  on, 
-re   also    difficult    to    provide  ade- 
ately  in  a  small  company,  or  if  pro- 
ded  must  cut  down  the  proportion 
the  total  effort  applied  to  invention. 
For  all  those  reasons  it  seemed  that 
e  accelerating   trend   in   British  in- 
istry  towards  increased  company  size 
s  inevitable   also   in   the  drug  in- 
stry,    including    the    animal  health 
"ustry.  He  felt  that  the  total  effect 
IS  likely  to  be  beneficial  in  respect 
invention,   technical    service,  drug 
'ety  and  especially  international  com- 
titiveness.  He  feared,  however,  for 
e  noncomformist,  the  eccentric,  the 
ividualist." 

ect  on  Small  Companies 

When  asked  about  the  effect  on  the 
aller  companies.  Dr.  Smith  said  that 
felt  the  Bill  would  be  to  the  ad- 
ntage   of  the    larger  organisations, 
th  large  and  small  companies  would 
affected  by  the  registration  provi- 
ns  and   he   had   fears   of  possible 
reased    delays    and    paper  work. 
Stevens  (chairman)   added  that 
panics  would  be  involved  in  more 
inistrative  and  research  work.  That 
s  going  to  cost  money  and  therefore 
tomers    would    be    charged  more, 
wever,  he  thought  the  registration 
cedures    would    assist    the  larger 
panics    in    the    export  markets. 
Spink  told  Dr.  H.  F.  Ridley  who 
referred  to  problems  of  resistant 
ins,  that  there  was  a  good  deal  to 
said  for  one  set  of  drugs  for  farm 
and  another  for  human  use.  There 
re  appearing  on  the  market  "growth 
)moters"    for    animals    that  might 
pw   the   withdrawal    of  antibiotics 
m  feedstuffs.  To  another  questioner. 
Spink  said  he  could  not  feel  at  the 
ment  that  there  was  an  immediate 
re    for    viral    chemotherapy.  He 
ught  it  was  likely  to  be  some  years 
ore  the  present  wide  use  of  vaccines 
replaced  by  chemotherapy.  When 
ed  about  patents.  Dr.  Spink  pointed 
that  the  real  problem  was  that  it 
not  only  expensive  to  find  new 
gs  but  the  cost  was  rising  sharply 
it  was  difficult  to  see  how  that 
Id    be    supported    without  some 
nt  protection.   A  member  of  the 
up  referred  to  the  increasing  cost  of 
arch  and  the  problem  of  the  intro- 
tion  of  drugs   for  those  suffering 
n  diseases  that  affected  only  a  few 
pie.  Dr.  Spink  agreed  there  was  a 
lem  since  it  was  difficult  to  justify 
financiing  of  a  project  for  which 
e  would  be  an  extremely  limited 
rn.  It  was  easy,  of  course,  to  refer 
the    existence    of    the  Medical 
arch  Council:  Mr.  Stevens  point- 
out  that  there  was   no  provision 
r  the  Medicines  Bill  for  making 
ucts   available   unless   they  com- 
with  the  full  requirements  of  the 
and  that  was  a  problem  that  in- 
ry  had  to  discuss  with  the  Ministry. 
Spink  also  agreed  that  there  was 
p  in  research  for  such  diseases  as 
minated    sclerosis.    In    a  similar 
tion  was  leukaemia,  but  he  was 
to  inform  the  group  that  his  com- 
was  at  present  "putting  forward 
ug  for  trial." 
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"Instant"   Cash   Till  Changeover.— 

When  D-Day  (February  15,  1971) 
comes,  and  there  is  a  call  for  "instant 
changeover"  to  the  decimal  system  (or 
for  that  matter  on  any  other  day)  the 
Point  Range  Cash  register  of  National 
Cash  Register  Co.,  Ltd.,  Marylebone 
Road,  N.W.I,  can  be  adapted  to  record 
sales  in  shillings  and  pence  only  (no 
id.  key  is  needed  because  that  amount 
is  now  being  phased  out  in  readiness 
for  the  withdrawal  of  the  present  half- 
penny coin  in  August  1969).  When  re- 
quired for  decimal  currency  the  mach- 
ine is  immediately  available  to  record 
sales  in  pounds,  new  pence  and  new 
halfpence,  no  mechanical  conversion 
being  required.  The  unwanted  old 
pence  keys  are  made  inoperative  by  a 
cover  plate,  leaving  only  one  key  which 
has  already  been  equipped  to  record  the 
new  halfpenny.  Because  no  mechanical 
conversion  is  needed  to  change  from 
shillings  and  pence  to  pounds  and  new 
pence  recording,  the  machine  may  be 
used  to  train  staff  beforehand.  The 
same  degree  of  preparation  may  also 
be  applied  now  or  at  any  time  before 
D-Day  to  Point  3,  Point  21  or  Point  51 
cash  registers  already  delivered;  and  to 
pre-Point  Range  models  that  will  still 
have  a  reasonable  life-expectancy  after 
February  1971.  For  those  requiring  a 
model  which  can  be  switched  immedi- 
ately by  the  shopkeeper  himself  from 


The  Point  .SD  100  Register 

full  £.s.d.  recording  to  full  decimal 
recording  the  company  have  developed 
the  Point  SD  100  register  which  is  a 
press-down  model.  It  has  all  the  stan- 
dard features  of  the  Class  100.  and 
when  the  shopkeeper  decides  to  go 
decimal  he  merely  moves  the  "pro- 
prietor's only"  control  key  down  to  the 
reset  position  and  presses  a  lever  on  the 
left-hand  side  of  the  machine. 

Simplified  Cash-register  Conversion. 
— In  introducing  their  Keyset  machine, 
Sweda  Cash  Registers  (division  of  Lit- 
ton Business  Systems,  Ltd.,  Goswell 
Road,  London,  E.C.I)  claim  they  have 
"broken  through  the  conversion  to 
decimal  barrier."  Sweda  cash  registers 
—  which  register  £.s.d.,  at  the  moment 
are  being  equipped  with  a  special  key, 
by  merely  turning  which  the  register 
is  immediately  converted  to  decimal  — 


The  Sweda  Ke.vset  tash  register  immediately 
convertible  to  decimals  and  back  to  £.s.d.  b.v 
the  turn  of  a  ke.v. 

at  any  time  when  the  retailer  decides. 
The  facility  means  that  the  user  of  Key- 
set need  not  wait  in  the  queue  for  a 
mechanic  and  can  make  his  own  "D- 
Day"  whenever  it  is  convenient  to  his 
particular  business.  Staff  can  also  be 
trained  to  use  decimals  in  their  own 
machines  before  D-Day. 

PHARMACY  TECHNICIANS 

New  Salary  Scales 

REVISED  salary  scales  for  pharmacy 
and  other  technicians  in  the  hospital 
service  have  been  negotiated  by  the 
Whitley  Council  Committee  B.  The 
new  scales  are  given  in  P.T.B.  circular 
28  and  are  operative  from  January  1, 
1969.  Student  technicians  will  receive 
£270  p. a.  at  age  16  with  annual  rises 
to  £475  p.a.  at  age  24  with  a  further 
three  increments  to  £550.  Pharmacy 
technicians  II  who  must  be  at  least  18 
and  possess  a  certificate  of  proficiency 
earn  £335  at  18  rising  to  £505  at  24 
followed  by  seven  increments  up  to 
£695.  Pharmacy  technicians  I  will  earn 
a  minimum  of  £560  with  nine  incre- 
ments to  £820  with  a  further  rise  to 
£850  after  five  years  continuous  service. 
(From  January  1  the  £560  incremental 
point  is  deleted,  officers  on  that  point 
move  to  the  new  minimum  of  the 
appropriate  scale  taking  July  I  as  their 
new  incremental  date.  Pharmacy  tech- 
nician I  may  receive  a  special  respon- 
sibility payment  of  £35,  £65  or  £100 
p.a.  London  weighting  remains  as  be- 
fore. An  allowance  of  one  increment 
within  the  maximum  of  the  scale  may 
be  awarded  to  a  student  or  pharmacy 
technician  II  holding  G.C.E.  passes  at 
Ordinary  level  in  at  least  four  subjects. 
A  single  handed  technician  (other  than 
a  student)  not  under  the  direct  super- 
vision of  a  pharmacist,  responsible  for 
the  custody  and  ordering  of  phar- 
macy supplies  may  be  paid  an  allow- 
ance of  £50  p.a.  If  he  also  supervises 
other  technicians  the  allowance  is  £75. 
Technicians  authorised  prior  to  the  date 
of  the  circular  to  possess  and  supply 
Dangerous  Drugs  receive  an  allowance 
of  £50.  Technicians  who  appear  to 
have  other  additional  responsibilities 
must  be  referred  to  the  Joint  Secretaries 
before  an  allowance  is  made. 
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The  prices  given  are  those  obtained  by 
charges  have  to  be  added  whereby  values 

London,  October  2:  No  change  in 
the  level  of  activity  was  reported  dur- 
ing the  week  in  the  Crude  Drugs 
sector  where  prices  remained  firm  when 
tested.  Camphor  powder  was  quoted  at 
42s.  kilo  on  the  spot.  Cardamoms 
were  sixpence  lb.  dearer  and  Seychelles 
Cinnamon  bark  advanced  a  further 
15s.  cwt.  Cochineal  continued  in  very 
tight  supply  with  the  Peruvian  silver- 
grey  up  by  2s.  6d.  lb.  Sarsaparilla  was 
one  penny  dearer  at  3s.  6d.  lb.  Against 
the  trend,  prices  eased  for  Turmeric 
(down  20s.  cwt.)  and  Gum  acacia 
(2s.  6d.).  Aloes  rose  again  by  10s.  cwt. 

Dearer  among  Essential  Oils  were 
Clove  leaf  (by  threepence  lb.)  Ceylon 
CiTRONELLA  (by  twopence  c.i.f.)  and 
Chinese  Spearmint  (by  3s.  6d.  kilo). 
Anise  was  down  threepence  lb.  for 
shipment,  Chinese  Peppermint  was 
slightly  firmer,  forward,  but  Brazilian 
was  lower  in  both  positions. 

For  the  second  time  in  the  space  of 
two  weeks,  the  schedules  in  Mer- 
curials were  advanced  although  on 
this  occasion  Mercury  was  unchanged 
at  £230  per  flask.  Under  50-kilo  lots  of 
the  salts  rose,  on  average,  by  3s.  per 
kilo.  Elsewhere  among  Pharmaceutical 
Chemicals  slightly  lower  rates  were 
advised  for  Ether  in  quantity  lots. 


TRADE  REPORT 

importers  or  manufacturers  for  bulk 
are  augmented  before  wholesale  dealers 


Crude  Drugs 


Pharmaceutical  Chemicals 

Aloin. — 50-kilo  lots,  91s.  6d.  kilo. 

DiGOXiN. — 100-gm.  lots  are  40s.  per  gm. 

Ether,  b.p. — Per  litre  in  2-litre  Winchesters, 
solvent,  350  litres,  4s.  ll^d.  anaesthetic, 
6s.  7d. 

Hydrogen  peroxide. — For  27.5  per  ceni, 
by  weight,  £115  per  ton;  35  per  cent.,  £138, 

Hydroquinone. — 1-cwt.  lots,  10s.  per  lb. 
1-ton,  8s.  6d. 

Iron  salts. — ammonium  citrate,  250 
kilos,  9s.  3d.  kilo;  sulphate,  exsiccated, 
2s.  8d.  kilo. 

Mercury  salts.  —  Per  kilo  for  under 
50-kilo  lots — ammoniated  powder,  168s.; 
perchloride,  145s.;  subchloride,  171s. 
oxides,  yellow,  177s.  and  red,  I82s.  iodide 
(25-kilo  lots),  122s. 

Mercurochrome. — 145s.  6d.  per  kilo. 

Methyl  salicylate. — 250-kilos,  7s.  lid. 
kilo. 

Phenacetin. — B.p.  1,000-kilos,  13s.  lUd. 
kilo. 

Phenol. — Ice  crystals  in  bulk.  Is.  4d.  per 
lb.  liquid,  b.p..  Is.  9d.  per  lb.  in  56-lb. 
returnable  tins. 

Phenolphthalein. — 1-cwt.,  9s.  per  lb. 

Phosphoric  acid.  —  b.p.  (s.g.  1.750); 
10-drum  lots,  156s.  lOd.  per  cwt.;  54-kilo  lots 
in  bottles,  4s.  9d.  per  kilo. 

Piperazine. — Less  than  50  kilos  are 
adipate,  19s.  3d.  per  kilo;  citrate,  18s.  6d. 
hexahydrate,  13s.  3d.;  phosphate,  20s.  6d. 
tartrate,  19s.  6d. 

Theobromine. — alkaloid  from  25s.  lid. 
per  kilo,  c.i.f. 

Theophylline. — 50-kilo  lots  and  over: 
B.P.,  34s.  9d.  per  kilo;  hydrate,  b.p.,  34s. 
and  aminophylline,  34s.  per  kilo. 

Zinc  carbonate. — b.p.c.  25-kilo  sacks, 
4s.  9fd.  kilo. 

Zinc  chloride.  —  b.p.c.  1959,  sticks, 
23s.  per  kilo,  granular  96-98%,  £120-£125 
ton. 

Zinc  peroxide.  —  I-cwt.  lots  of  B.P., 
5s.  3d.  per  lb. 


Aloes. — (Per  cwt.).  Cape  primes,  320s.. 
spot,  nominal;  275s.,  c.i.f.,  nominal, 
Curarao,  520s.;  500s.,  c.i.f. 

Camphor. — b.p.  powder,  42s.  kilo;  34s., 
c.i.f. 

Cardamoms. — Alleppy  greens,  19s.  6d.  lb. 
spot,  nominal;  17s.  6d.  c.i.f.  Alleppy  prime 
seed,  25s.  6d.,  c.i.f. 

Chillies. — Zanzibar,  340s.  cwt.  spot. 
Cloves. — Zanzibar  9s.  lb.  spot;  8s.  6d., 
c.i.f. 

Cinnamon. — Seychelles  bark,  firmer  at 
330s.  cwt.  spot,  shipment  300s.  Octobei- 
November  afloat  320s.,  c.i.f.  Ceylon  quills, 
(lb.,  c.i.f.)  five  O's,  lis.  9d.;  four  O's,  10s.  4d. 
firsts,  7s.;  quillings,  4s. 

Cochineal. — (Per  lb.).  Canary  Isles  silver- 
grey  or  black  brilliant,  31s.  lb.  nominal. 
Peruvian  silver-grey,  25s.  nominal. 

Ginger. — (Per  cwt.) — African,  205s.  spot; 
Cochin  370s.,  c.i.f.  Jamaican  No.  3,  350s. 
spot;  Nigerian  split,  180s.,  spot;  peeled, 
182s.  6d.;  162s.  6d.,  c.i.f. 

Gum  acacia. — Kordofan  cleaned  sorts, 
242s.  6d.  cwt.  spot;  237s.  6d.,  c.i.f. 

Kola  nuts. — West  African  halves  8 Id. 
lb.;  afloat  8d.,  c.i.f. 

Mace. — Grenada  No.  1,  spot,  9s.  6d.  lb. 
Menthol. — (lb.),    Chinese,    37s.,  spot; 
October-November,    32s.,    c.i.f.  Brazilian, 
29s.,  spot;  28s.,  c.i.f. 

Nutmegs. — (Per  lb.).  West  Indian  (c.i.f.) 
80's,  4s.  9d.;  sound  unsorted,  3s.  5d.;  defec- 
tives on  spot,  3s.  East  Indian  (c.i.f.)  80"s, 
4s.  lid.;  llO's,  4s.  2d.;  b.w.p.,  2s.  6d. 

Pepper. — Sarawak  white,  2s.  9'd.,  spot; 
2s.  91d.,  c.i.f.;  black,  2s.  Id.,  c.i.f.' Brazilian 
black,  grade  1,  2s.  9|d.,  duty  paid. 

Sarsaparilla. — Jamaican,  3s.  6d.  lb., 
spot;  3s.,  c.i.f.,  nominal. 

Seeds. — (Per  cwt.) — Anise. — China  star, 
300s.  nominal.  Caraway. — Dutch,  165s., 
spot.  Celery. — Indian,  275s.  and  260s., 
c.i.f.  Coriander. — Moroccan,  85s.;  Ru- 
manian whole,  90s.,  both  duty  paid.  Moroc- 
can for  October  shipment  58s.,  c.i.f. 
Cumin. — Iranian,  160s.,  duty  paid;  afloat, 
145s.,  c.i.f.  Dill. — Indian,  160s.  spot;  ship- 
ment, 145s.,  c.i.f.  Fennel. — Chinese,  105s., 
duty  paid;  97s.  6d.,  c.i.f.  Fenugreek. — . 
Moroccan,  75s.,  duty  paid;  shipment 
58s.  6d.,  c.i.f.  Mustard. — English,  70s.  to 
100s.,  as  to  quality. 
Styrax.— Spot,  21s.  6d.;  21s.,  c.i.f. 
Turmeric. — Madras  finger,  spot,  easier  at 
280s.  cwt.;  shipment,  275s.,  c.i.f. 

Waxes. — (Per  cwt.)  Bees',  Dar-es-Salaam, 
730s.,  c.i.f.  Candellia,  550s.,  spot; 
Carnauba,  fatty  grey,  335s.;  312s.  6d.,  c.i.f.; 
prime  yellow,  465s.;  425s.,  c.i.f. 

Essential  and  Expressed  Oils 

Almond. — Imported,  5s.  lb.  spot. 

Amber. — Rectified,  spot  Is.  6d.  per  lb. 

Anise. — Chinese,  17s.  lb.;  shipment, 
15s.  9d.,  c.i.f.,  September. 

Bay. — 45s.  lb.,  spot;  41s.,  c.i.f. 

Bergamot. — Spot,  from  100s.  lb. 

Birch  tar. — Rectified,  1 5s.  lb.  on  the  spot. 

Bois  de  rose. — Brazilian,  19s.  3d.  lb.  spot, 
18s.  6d.,  c.i.f. 

Buchu. — English  distilled,  1,100s.  lb. 

Cade. — Spanish,  2s.  3d.  lb.,  drum  lots. 

Cassia. — Spot  from  21. s  per  lb.  for  80-85 
per  cent.,  19s.,  c.i.f. 

Cajuput. — Spot  from  lis.  3d.  to  12s.  lb. 

Camphor,  white. — Spot,  7s.  6d.  lb.,  duty 
paid. 

Cananga. — Java,  24s.  per  lb. 


quantities  or  original  packages.  Variou[ 
receive  the  goods  into  stock. 

Caraway. — Spot,  55s.  lb. 
Cardamom. — Imported,    460s.    per  ibj 
English  distilled,  550s. 

Cascarilla. — English  distilled,  38s.  oz.| 
Castor. — b.p.,  £205  ton,  naked,  ex  milll 

Cedar. — leaf,  60s.  lb.;  wood,  Africsi 
7s.  6d.;  American,  13s.  6d. 

Celery. — Indian,  135s.  per  lb.;  Englisl 
200s.  * 

Cinnamon. — English-distilled,  75s.  p 
oz.;  other  b.p.  oils  from  22s.  to  130s.  pi 
lb.  Ceylon  leaf,  20s.;  Seychelles  leaf  rectifiei 
25s. 

CiTRONELLA. — Ccylon,  6s.  6d.  per  lb.  spcl 
6s.  5d.,  c.i.f.;  Formosan,  6s.,  in  bonJ 
6s.  6d.,  c.i.f.;  Chinese,  4s.  lOid.,  in  bond 
4s.  lOid.,  c.i.f. 

Clove. — (lb.)  Madagascar  leaf,  shipme 
12s.  6d.,  c.i.f.;  spot,  13s.  in  bond,  Englis 
distilled  bud,  44s.  (1-cwt.  lots). 

Coriander. — From  41s.  per  lb.  spot. 
Cubeb. — English  distilled,  lOOs.  per  lb. 
Cumin. — English  distilled  oil  from  12C| 
per  lb.  Imported  from  110s. 

Dill. — Dutch,  56s.  lb.,  spot  (55s.,  c.i.f| 
Eucalyptus. — Chinese,  80-85  per  ceni 
lis.  per  kilo  in  bond;  10s.  6d.,  c.i.f. 
Fennel. — Spanish  sweet,  13s.  6d.  lb. 
Geranium. — Bourbon,  97s. -100s.  lb. 
Ginger. — Imported    (per    lb.);  India; 
165s.,  Chinese,  80s.,  Jamaican,  175s.  , 
Grapefruit. — Florida,  25s.  lb.,  spot. 
Juniper  berry. — English  distilled,  27C 
lb.;  imported,  65s. 

Lavandin. — French,  22s.  6d.  to  25s.  lb. 
Lavender. — French,  50s.  to  60s.  lb. 
Lavender  spike. — Spanish,  22s.  6d.  perl 

Lemon. — Sicilian,  48s.  to  55s.  lb.  as 
crop. 

Lemongrass. — Spot,  50s.  kilo  nomin; 
53s.,  c.i.f. 

Lime. — West  Indian  distilled,  74-76s.  p 
lb.  on  the  spot.  New  crop,  72s.,  c.i.f. 

Nutmeg. — East  Indian,  48s.  to  50s.  H 
West  Indian,  80s.;  English  distilled,  110s 
Orange. — Florida  sweet,  4s.  6d.  per  It 
Spanish  from  19s. 

Palmarosa. — 190s.  kilo;  185s.,  c.i.f. 
Patchouli. — Spot,  27s.  to  30s.  per 
duty  paid;  shipment,  25s.  to  26s.,  c.i.f. 
Pennyroyal. — 22s.  6d.  lb.,  duty  paid 

Peppermint. — (Per  lb.).  Arvenis:  Chine| 
lis., spot;  10s.  9d., c.i.f.  Brazilian,  10s.  lOi' 
spot,  lOs.  8d.,  c.i.f.  American  Piperita,  4(1 
to  47s.  6d.;  Italian,  95s. 

Petitorain. — Paraguay  for  shipmei 
18s.,  c.i.f.;  spot,  18s.  3d.,  per  lb. 

Pimento. — berry,  imported,  95s.;  Engli 
distilled,  390s.;  leaf,  21s.  per  lb. 

Pine. — Piimilionis,  14s.  6d.  to  17s.  6d.  p 
lb.,  sylvestris.  lis.;  abietis,  20s.  to  23s. 

Rosemary. — Spanish  lis.  to  lis.  9d.  I 
spot. 

Sage. — Spanish,  19s.  per  lb. 
Sandalwood. — Mysore  spot,  305s.  ki 
East  Indian,  no  offers. 

Spearmint. — American,  65s.  lb.  Chine 
spot,  67s.  per  kilo;  shipment,  60s.,  c.i.f. 
Tangerine. — From  38s.  to  46s.  6d. 
Vetivert. — Bourbon,  spot,  100s.  per 

UNITED  STATES  REPORT 

New  York,  October  1 :  Brazili; 
Menthol  gained  5  cents  to  about 
per  lb.  Lycopodium  rose  50  cents  ma 
ing  the  price  $5.50  per  lb. 


ii 
#■ 


tober    5,    1  96  8  THE    CHEMIST    AND    DRUGGIST  341 


PATENTS 

OMPLETE  SPECIFICATIONS  ACCEPTED 
From  the  "Official  Journal  (Patents)," 
September  18 

oress    for    purifying    synthetically  prepiircd 
peptides.        Farbwerke        Hoechst,  AG. 
132.264. 

hiotic     compositions.      F.  Hoffmann-La 
Roche  &  Co.,  A.G.  1,132,287. 
Ik-clolling  enzyme.  Miles  Laboratories,  Inc. 
132.289. 

rans  and  method  for  controlling  the  toxicity 
f    drug    products.    Stanley    Drug  Products, 
1,132,316. 

apeutic      compositions.  Warner-Lambert 
harmaceutical  Co.  1,132,317. 
liluted  phenylacetic  esters,  their  production 
I    compositions    containing    them.    J.  R. 
lieigy,  A.G.  1.132,318. 
sli    patent    specifications    relating    to  the 
will   be  obtainable  (price  4s.   6d.  each) 
the     Patents     Office,     25  Southampton 
idings.    Chancery    Lane,    London,  W.C.2, 
October  30. 

From  the  "Official  Journal  (Patents)," 
September  25 

laration  of  amidines.  Wellcome  Foundation 
Id.  (Burroughs  Wellcome  &  Co.,  (U.S.A.), 
.).  1.132,453. 

[.V  for  testing  the  action  of  cheniical  com- 
mds    on    micro-organisms.    A,    J.  Oliver, 
1    A.    E.    Brookfield.  1.132.455. 
phanthridine  derivatives.  Imperial  Chemical 
dustries,  Ltd.  1.132,516. 

icinal      composition.  Richardson-Merrell. 
1.132,518. 

elmintic  compositions.  Merck  &  Co..  Inc. 
1132,532. 

vlic  acid  derivatives.  Aspro-Nicholas,  Ltd. 
:132.542. 

maceutical  compositions  containing  cepha- 
porins.  Gla.xo  Laboratories.  Ltd.  1,132,583. 
puring  agent.  R.  Firmenich,  G.  Firmenich, 
F.  Firmenich  and  F.  H.  Firmenich. 
32,600. 

ess   for   producing    lipase.    Kyowa  Hakko 
|,>gyo  Co.,  Ltd.  1.132.635. 
robe  far  closure.    B-D   Laboratories,  Inc. 
32,664. 

B|iih    patent    specifications    relating    to  the 
will  be  obtainable  (price  4s.   6d.  each) 
fi      the    Patents    Office,    25  Southampton 
ngs.    Chancery    Lane,    London,  W,C.2, 
November  6. 
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TRADE  MARKS 

APPLICATIONS  ADVERTISED 
BEFORE  REGISTRATION 
"Trade  Marks  Journal," 
September  25,  No.  4700 

RENE,  916,472  AROPENE,  917,913, 
EENZIT,     B917,9I5,     by    J.     R.  Geigy, 

,  Basle,  Switzerland.  For  chemical  pro- 
for    use    in    agriculture,  horticulture 

forestry  (1) 

A.  891.785.  by  Alessandro  Michaelo 
ando  Sacco,  Riviera-Albisola  Capo. 
,  Italy.  For  nail  polishing  prepara- 
non-medicated  toilet  creams,  perfumes 
cosnietics  (3) 
NEW  YOU,  B90),875,  by  Avon  Cos- 
,  Ltd.,  Northampton.  For  non-medi- 
toilet  preparations  and  cosmetic  pre- 
itions  (3) 

(device),  B894,725,  by  General  Aniline 
ilm  Corporation,  New  York,  U.S.A.  For 
letics:  detergents  (not  for  use  in  indus- 

manufacturing  processes)  (3) 
:  SUBTLE  SLATE.  B902,400,  ROUX 
LY  VANILLA,  B902,402,  ROUX  MERRY 
ICOT,  B9n3.174,  by  Roux  Interna- 
ii,  Ltd.,  Artane,  Dublin,  5,  Eire.  For 
letic  and  non-medicated  toilet  prepara- 
for  the  hair:  and  hydrogen  peroxide 
for  pharmaceutical  purposes)  (3) 

BLUE  JET,  B904.651,  by  Roux  Inter- 
nal, Ltd.,  Artane.  Dublin,  5,  Eire.  For 
(nations  for  tinting  the  hair  (3) 
914,878.  by  Faultless  Starch  Co.,  Kan- 
ity,  Missouri,  U.S.A.  For  cosmetic  pre- 
ions;  non-medicated  toilet  preparations; 
3) 

levice)   915,714,   ALLDET,   920,950,  by 


Unilever,  Ltd..  Port  Sunlight,  Birkenhead, 
Ches.  For  soaps;  detergents  {not  for  use  in 
industrial  or  manufacturing  processes);  etc 
(3) 

GAI  AXIE,  902,731,  by  Gala  of  London. 
W.l.  and  Surbiton.  Surrey.  For  non-medi- 
cated toilet  preparations,  cosmetic  prepara- 
tions, toilet  soaps,  perfumes,  dentrifices, 
preparations  for  cleaning  false  teeth,  pre- 
parations for  the  hair  and  toilet  articles  (3) 

DON  LOPIR.  915.775  by  Don  Loper,  Inc., 
Los  Angeles.  California,  U.S.A.  For  non- 
medicated   toilet   preparations  (3) 

VANDA,  B917.847,  by  Rexall  Drug  and 
Chemical  Co.,  Los  Angeles,  California, 
U.S.A.  For  soaps,  perfumes,  perfumed  non- 
medicated  toilet  preparations,  essential  oils, 
cosmetics,  hair  lotions,  dentifrices  and  non- 
medicated   toilet   substances  (3) 

DIAMANT  NOIR,  918,770,  by  Mas  Per- 
fumeries, Ltd..  London,  W.l.  For  per- 
fumes, eau  de  Cologne,  non-medicated  toilet 
preparations,  cosmetic  preparations,  depila- 
tory preparations  and  toilet  soaps,  bin  not 
including  preparations  for  the  teeth  and 
hair  (3) 

NEW  COMPANIES 

P.C.  =  Private  Company.  R.O.  =  Registered  Office, 

JOHN  B.  HARRISON  (CHEMISTS).  LTD. 
(P.O.  —  Capital  £100.  To  carry  on  the 
business  of  chemists  and  druggists,  etc.  R.O.  : 
52    Clay    Pitt    Lane.  Rawmarsh. 

KA.SHM1R  CHEMICAL  CO.  (LONDON), 
LTD.  (P.O.— Capital  £1,000.  To  carry  on  the 
business  of  manufacturers  of  and  dealers  in 
perfumes,  etc.  R.O.  ;  177  Haggerston  Road, 
London,  fc.8. 


PRINT  AND  PUBLICITY 

PUBLICATIONS 
Booklets  and  Leaflets 

Imprrial  Chi  mi(  ai  Inih  s thii  s,  Ltd.,  Thames 
House  North.  Millbank.  London,  S.W.I: 
"The  Wide  Wide  World  of  LC.F.  Silicones" 
(20-p.  illustrated  booklet  .setting  out  the  uses 
of  silicones). 

Photax,  L  rt).,  70  Charlotte  Street,  London, 
W.l:  Tiltmaster  wall  projection  screen  (6-p. 
folder). 


A  ^MERCHANDISLR'*         FOR  THE 

COUNTER:  The  steel  and  plate-glas.s  '*nierthan- 
diser***  illustrated  is  for  displaying  and  storing 
hattertes  on  shop  counters.  It  is  available  from 
iVIallory  Batteries,  Ltd.,  Gat  wick  Road,  Craw- 
ley, Sussex,  in  two  forms — one  for  photoeraphic 
retailers  (containing  batteries  used  in  cameras) 
and  one  for  photo-chemists  (with  hearing  aid 
as  wdl  as  photographic  cells). 


COMING  EVENTS 


Items  for  inclusion  under  this  heading  should  be  sent  in  time  to  reach 
the  Editor  not  later  than  first  post  on  Wednesday  of  the  week  of  insertion. 


Cambridgb 


Monday,  October  7 

AND      HUNTIN(.DON  BRANCH, 


Phar- 

MAdiUTiCAL  ,So(iHTY,  Owen  Webb  House, 
Gresham  Road,  Cambridge,  at  8  p.m.  Dr. 
M.  Heron  (consultant  psychiatrist,  Fulbourn 
Hospital.  Cambridge)  on  "Clinical  Work  on 
Drug  Addiction." 
London  Nursing  Exhibition  and  Conference 
Seymour  Hall,  London,  W.l,  at  10  a.m. 
Until  October  U. 

NaTIONAI-    AS.SOCIATION   OK    Co-OPERATIVE  SUPER- 

iniendent  Chemist.s,  St.  Nicholas  hotel. 
Scarborough,  Annual  conference.  Until 
October  U. 

Northampion  Bran(  h.  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
Plough  hotel.  Bridge  Street,  Northampton, 
at  8  p.m.  Dr.  E.  J.  Shellard.  on  "Pharmacy 
and   Scenery   in   Poland"  (illustrated). 

North  Metropolitan  Branch.  Pharmaceutical 
So<  lETY,  School  of  Pharmacy.  Brunswick 
Square.  London.  W.C.I,  at  1  p.m.  Mr. 
J.  A.  Baker  (chief  pharmacist,  Westminster 
Hospital)  on  "A  Modern  View  of  the  Func- 
tions of  the   Hospital  Pharmacist." 

Pt.sTi(  iDE.s  Group,  Society  oe  Chemical 
Industry,  Woodstock  Agricultural  Research 
Centre.  Sittingbourne.  Kent,  at  5  p.m.  Dr. 
H.  Hurtig  on  "A  Commentary  on  Pesti- 
cides and  Perspective." 

South  Shields  Pharmacists'  Association, 
Ocean  grill,  Ocean  Road,  South  Shields,  at 
8  p.m.  Dinner  followed  by  Mr.  K.  E.  Long 
(National  Pharmaceutical  Union  pharmacy 
planning  officer)  on  "Shophtting  Ideas,  etc," 

Siockport  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
Belgrade  hotel,  Stockport,  at  8  p,m.  Mr. 
J.  C.  Heap  on  "Inland  Waterways"  (illus- 
trated). 

Tuesday,  October  8 

Coventry  and  Warwickshire  Branch,  Phar- 
maceutic al  S(5C1ETY,  Tudor  House,  Spon 
Street,  Coventry,  at  8  p.m.  "Tropical  Anaes- 
thesia  in   an   African  Colony." 

Liverpool  Branch,  Guild  of  Public  Pharma- 
cists, Oaklands  hotel,  Hoole  Road,  Chester, 
at  7.30  p.m.   Annual  dinner  and  dance. 

North  Staffordshire  Branch,  Pharmaceutical 
Society.  Medical  institute.  Hartshill.  Stoke- 
on-Trent,    at    7.45    p.m.    Mr.    R,  Wilkinson 


Birmingham  No.  1  Prescrip- 
Bureau)      on  "Prescription 


(superintendent, 
tion  Pricing 
Pricing." 

Northumberland  and  Gateshead  Branch, 
National  Pharmaceutical  Union,  Conser- 
vative Club.  Pilgrim  Street.  Newcastle  upon 
Tyne,  1,  at  7. .10  p.m.  Meeting  on  "Who 
Cares  about  Private  Retail  Pharmacy  and  the 
National  Health  Service  Today?" 

Sheffield  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
Royal  Victoria  hotel,  Sheffield,  at  8  p.m.  Mr. 
G.  D.  Lewis  (curator.  Western  Park  Museum, 
Sheffield)  on  "Peak  District  and  Pre-History." 

South-east  and  South-we.st  Metropolitan 
Branches,  Pharmaceutical  Society,  Fox  on 
the  Hill  hotel.  Denmark  Hill,  London,  S.E.5, 
at  8  p.m.  Mr.  E.  C.  Gilman  on  "Is  There 
Any  Point?  (decimal  currency)." 

Worcester  City  and  County  Branch.  Phar- 
maceutical Society,  Star  hotel,  Worcester, 
at  8  p.m.  Dr.  F.  G.  Clayton  (medical 
director.  Merck.  Sharpe  &  Dohme.  Ltd.),  on 
"Rht;iimatoid  Arthritis  and  Osteo-arthritis  — 
their  Nature  and  Presentation," 

Wednesday,  October  9 

Bournemouth  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
Medical  centre,  Boscombe,  at  1.15  p.m.  Dr. 
K.  S.  Holmes  on  "Malignant  Conditions  of 
the  Skin."  At  Cornelia  Nurses  Hostel.  Poole, 
at  1.15  p.m.  Mr.  J.  E.  Trapnell  on  "The 
Management  of  Acute  Pancreatitis." 

Brlstol  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
Ashton  Court  Country  Club,  Failand,  Bristol. 
Buffet  dance. 

Interkama  (International  Congress  with  Exhibi- 
tion for  Instrumentation  and  Automation), 
Diisseldorf,  West  Germany.  Until  October 
15. 

Lancashire  Pharmaceutical  Committee,  Knows- 
ley  hotel.  Haymarket  Street,  Bury,  at  8  p.m. 
Speaker  Mr.  G.  T.  M.  David  (chairman. 
Central  N.H.S.  (Chemist  Contractors)  Com- 
mittee). 

Swansea  and  West  Glamorgan  Branch,  Phar- 
maceutical Society,  Dragon  hotel,  Swansea, 
at  7.45  p.m.  Mr.  F.  H.  Oliver  on  "Pharma- 
cology and  the  Future  of  Pharmacy." 

Western  Pharmacists'  Association.  53  Baker 
Street.   London.   W.l.    "A. B.C.   of  Decimali- 
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sation"  by  Burroughs  Machines,  Ltd.  At 
7.15  p.m.  coffee  and  view  ot  decimal  shop. 
At  7.45  p.m.  lecture  and  film, 

Thursday,  October  10 

Chelsea  College  oe  Siienie  ano  Technology, 
Manresa  Road,  London.  S.W.3.  at  7  p.m. 
Dr.  P.  Turner  (St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital) 
on   "Drug  Interactions"   (lecture  series). 

Cheltenham  Branch,  Pharmai  lutical  Society, 
boardroom.  United  Chemists'  Association, 
Ltd..  at  7.45  p.m.  Mr.  D.  H.  Maddock  (a 
member  of  Council)  on  "Health  Centre  and 
Other  Recent  Developments  in  Pharmacy." 

DONCA.STER  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
■ye  Olde  Bells  hotel,  Barnby  Moor,  at 
7.30  p.m.  Annual  dinner  and  dance. 

Executive  Councils'  Association  (England). 
Floral  hall,  Southport.  Annual  meeting.  Until 
October  11. 

Folkestone  and  Dover  Branches,  Pharma- 
ceutical Society,  Grand  hotel,  Folkestone,  at 
7.30  p.m.   Film  evening. 

Leeds  Branch,  Pharmai  eutk  al  Soc  iety,  Great 
Northern  hotel.  Leeds,  at  8  p.m.  Mr.  M. 
Gordon  on  "American  Pharmacy  as  I  Found 
It." 

Liverpool  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Sociliy, 
Exchange  hotel.  Liverpool,  at  7.45  p.m. 
Formulation  of  Branch  resolutions  followed 
by  Mr.  C.  W.  Robinson  on  "Pharmacy  in 
Runcorn  New  Town." 

Portsmouth  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
Main  hall.  College  of  Technology,  Ports- 
mouth, at  7.30  p.m.  Professor  J.  W.  Fair- 
bairn,  on  "Why  Alkaloids?"  (Dr.  S.  B. 
Challen  memorial  lecture). 

Thames  Valley  Pharmacisis'  Association, 
Winthrop  House,  Surbiton,  at  7.30  p.m.  Mr. 
F.  P.  Knight  (director.  Royal  Horticultural 
Society's  Gardens,  Wisley,  Surrey)  on 
"Around  the  year  at  Wisley  Gardens." 

Friday,  October  11 

Hastings  and  St.  Leonard's  Bbanc  h.  Pharma- 
ceutical Society,  Warrior  hotel,  St.  Leonards, 
at  7  p.m.  Cocktails  and  buffet  supper 
followed  by  Mr.  A.  Wright  (assistant  Editor 
The  Chemist  and  Druc^gist)  on  "Putting 
the  "C.  *  D."  to  Bed"  (tickets  10s.  6d. 
each). 

Merseyside  Branch.  National  Association  of 
Women  Pharmacists,  Royal  Institution,  Col- 
quitt Street,  Liverpool,  at  7.45  p.m.  Chair- 
man's evening   and    holiday  slides. 

Ulster  Chemlsts'  Association,  Great  Northern 
hotel,  Rostrevor,  co.  Down,  Northern  Ire- 
land.  Until  October   13.   Annual  conference. 

Advance  Information 

Past  Students'  Association,  Portsmouth 
Si  hool  of  Pharm\c  y,  Curzon  rooms,  London 
Road.  Waterlooville,  Hants,  at  7.30  p.m.  on 
October  23.  Annual  reunion  dinner.  Tickets 
(price  £1  10s.  each)  are  obtainable  from  Mr. 
A.  W.  Dempsey,  95  Madeira  Road,  Portsmouth, 
Hants. 

Retail  Alliance.  Meetings  for  retailers  on 
the  change  to  decimal  currency  are  being  held 
on  October  14,  at  Chester  College  of  Further 
Education,  Eaton  Road,  Handridge,  Chester, 
at  7.45  p.m.  and  on  October  17.  at  Great 
Northern   hotel,    Leeds,   at   7.30  p.m. 


Prescribers' 
Press 

What  doctors  are  readiim  uhoiil  dct el<i|>iiii'iits 
in  drugs  and  Irealnienis 

SIGNIFICANT  variations  in  the  inci- 
dence of  depression  and  loss  of  libido 
have  been  found  with  various  types  of 
oral  contraceptives,  state  workers  from 
the  Council   for  the    Investigation  of 
Fertility  Control  and  Queen  Charlotte's 
Maternity     Hospital,     London.  They 
have  found  that  the  highest  incidence 
occurred    with    strongly  progestogenic 
ccjmpounds  (especial'y  with  those  con- 
taining a  small  amount  of  oestrogen); 
the  lowest   incidence  was  found  with 
the     strongly    oestrogenic  sequential 
regimens.  Discussing  their  find'ngs,  the 
authors    say:    "In    the    normal  cycle 
there  is  a  dramatic  rise  in  the  mcno- 
amine-oxidase  activity  of  the  endomet- 
rium in  the  late  secretory  phase.  At  this 
time  endogenous  oestrogen  levels  fall 
and  premenstrual  tension  is  common, 
especially  among  older  women.  With 
a  strongly  progestogenic  combined  o'-al 
contraceptive  tablet  the  rise  in  endo- 
metrial monoamine-oxidase  occurs  early 
in  the  cycle  at  day  12,  at  which  time 
the     woman     is     receiving  constant 
amounts    of    exogenous   oestrogen.  If 
the  amount  of  oestrogen  is  low  some 
women  may  notice  a  depressant  effect 
on  mood  or  libido.  Though  a  strongly 
progestogenic  combined  tablet  such  as 
Lyndiol      has      strong  monoamine- 
oxidase    activity    early    in    the  cycle, 
the  high  dose  of  oestrogen  in  the  tab- 
let seems  to  protect  against  the  dep- 
ressant effect  ,  .  .  With  the  strongly 
oestrogenic    sequential    regimens  the 
amount  of  oestragen  is  high,  the  mono- 
amine-oxidase activity  low,  and  fewer 
women  complain  of  depression.  With 
the    intermediate    compounds  mono- 
amine-oxidase   varies    in    activity  and 
may  even   be  weak   in  post-secretory 
glands."   In  the  author's  series,  many 
women  had  mood  disturbances  and  vas- 
cular side-effects  at  the  same  time.  It  is 
suggested  that  susceptibility  to  mood 
changes  may  be  aflected  by  vascular 
reactivity.    (B.M.J. ,    September   28.  p. 
777). 

The  research  committee  of  the  British 
Tuberculosis  Association  reports  that 
it  has  found  no  advantage  over  a  con- 
trol solution  from  the  use  of  a  com- 
mercially   produced   extract   of  house 


dust  for  the  treatment  of  asthma.  C 
the  patients  available  for  comparisoi 
all  judged  suffering  house  dust  allerg 
thirty-three  received  the  extract 
carbol  saline  and  thirty-seven  carb 
saline  only;  in  both  groups  son 
patients  were  given  advice  on  the  co 
trol  of  dust  in  their  houses  and  son 
were  not.  No  advantages  were  observt 
for  either  treatment  or  advice.  Oi 
source  of  uncertainty,  say  the  authoi 
is  that  house  dust  extract  cannot  I 
standardised  by  chemical  or  biologic 
assay.  Which  of  its  many  componen, 
causes  asthma  has  not  been  establish(i 
and  it  is  possible  that  the  material  usd 
may  have  been  deficient  in  extract  i 
mites  or  some  other  relevant  antige, 
"This  doubt  applies  with  equal  fore' 
to  other  commercially  available  houi 
dust  extracts  and  will  not  be  resolve' 
until  these  antigens  are  identifieci 
(B.M.J.  September  28,  p.  774). 

A  MEDICAL  Research  Council  r 
search  committee  has  been  unable 
show  that  the  relapse-rate  in  my: 
cardial  infarction  is  materially  affect(| 
by  use  of  a  low  saturated-fat  diet  co 
taining  soya-bean  oil.  Their  trial  i 
volved  393  male  patients  who  hit 
recovered  from  their  first  infarctioi 
Although  the  test  diet  lowered  seru 
cholesterol  by  comparison  with  co 
trols.  sixty-two  of  199  test-dii 
patients  and  seventy-four  of  194  co 
trol  patients  suffered  at  least  one  r' 
lapse  during  the  period  of  observatioi 
Forty  of  the  first  relapses  in  the  te 
group  and  thirty-nine  in  the  contr 
group  were  major.  Relapses  were  n 
related  to  initial  cholesterol  level, 
change  in  cholesterol  level  during  tl 
trial,  nor  in  any  consistent  way,  | 
observance  of  the  dietary  regimi[ 
(Lancet,  September  28,  p.  693), 

CONTEMPORARY 
THEMES 

Subiects   of   contributions    in    current  medi 
and  technical  publication.*! 

Paraquat    PoisoNiNCr   —    lung  transplantatic 

Brit.   med.  J.,   September  28.   p.  7'^9. 
Treatment  of  house  dust  allergy.  Biii.  mi 

J.,   September  28,   p.  774. 
Oral  contraceptives.  Effect  of,  on  depress! 

mood    changes    and    on    endometrial  mor 

amine  oxidase  and  phosphatases.   Biil.  mi 

J..  September  28,  p.  777. 
6    PER    cent,    hydroxyethyl    starch    (a  ni 

plasma    expander).    Clinical    trial    of.  Bi 

med.  J..   September  28,   p.  783. 
Soya-bean   oil.    Controlled    trial   of.    in  mj 

cardial    infarction.    Lancet,  September 

p.  693. 


COMMERCIAL  TELEVISION 

The  information  given  :'n  the  table  is  of  number  of  appeaisnces  :ind  total  screen  time  'n  seconds.  Thus  7/105  means  that  the  advertiser\  announcement  will,  during 
week  covered,  be  screened  seven  times  and  for  a  total  of  105  seconds. 

Period— October  13-19  § 


PRODUCT 


CT3r-  ^  ^  ~Z  rr.  ^  ^  ^  u  ^ 

3/45      2/30      2/30  3/45  3/45  3/90  2/30  3/45      2/30      4/60      3/90      3/45      3/45      3/45  3/4 

—  —  —  —  4/44  —  _  —  ^  _  .—  2/22  3/45  —  — : 
_                     4/28  4/28  —         —  — 

—  —         —  —  —  —  —  —         —         —         —         1/15      1/15  — 

—  —  —  4/15  _______ 

_         _  3/45  ___________ 

5/120    5/120    4/105  4/105  6/150  6/135  6/135  6/150    6/150    7/165    6/150    7/165    7/165    _  7/1 

3/45      4/60      3/45  _  _  —  4/60  _______ 

_         2/60     2/60  2/60  —  —  2/60  2/60  ______ 


Andrews  liver  salts 
Askit  powders  ... 
Bisodol  ... 

Dreamland  electric  blankets 
Hermesetas 

Paton's  nail  hardener  ... 
Supersoft  hair  spray  ... 

shampoo  ... 
Trufood  baby  milk 
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